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Bomb explodes in Baghdad; 1 killed 

■ 

NICOSIA (AP) — A bomb exploded near a hotel in downtown 
Baghdad on Saturday, blbns one person who was believed to be 
carrying it when n exploded, the state-nut Iraqi New* Agency 

£2H- yf^nbSSS^ m cyprmrSd aTiiCS 

occurred at 1 p.m. (1000 GMT) dose to the Baghdad Hotel on 
Abu Nawwas street. It said tbe bomb was estimated to consist of 
two to three kdognmiHKS of explosives. The agency gave no 
further details. The attack was the second fatal bSbbhlHn the 
Iraqi capital reported Within two weeks. On Oct. 30, a bomb 
wploded oueades Baghdad church, killing three police officers 
sod the deacon who discovered «. On Oct. 19. one man was killed 
^ five i wwe wminded when a bomb exploded in the mosque at 
n Rf inous Affairs MinKWv r« .w* 
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Ministry. In the past, the government 

generally h » Warned “agents hired by the enemies of Iraq” for 
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G€C urged to double defence efforts 

RIYADH (AP) — Defence ministers of die Saudi Arabian-led 
group of Gulf Arab countries were urged Saturday to intensify 
efforts to develop a deterrent collective force that could face up to . 
threats such as Iraq's recent military buildup. “Existing and latent 
regional challenges and dangers make it incumbent that we all 
double effort* trt continue building the eolleerive dftffflKTC capabilt- 
ties of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states,” said 
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princess Basma to 
^ present plan of 
."inaction for women 

AMMAN (J-T.} — Her 
•>. Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
•c ’ma will next week present the 
United Nations with a plan of 
• v-; action for the advancement 
■ 0 f Arab women as adopted 
1 *z ‘. by a five-day Arab regional 
■ '• preparatory meeting for the 
1 - : ^foaith world conference on 
-■ - j 1 women to be held in Beijing 
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'-‘.'next year. A spokesperson 
’" for the Princess said the plan 
be handed to the U.N. 


i IK ■ v*. Economic and Social Com- 

"a k-* - r ^mittee for Western Asia 

„ 1 "■ ' ' ■■■*..■* t OESCWA). The plan, which 

| 9 " " i . ;‘k partly based on intema- 

I banal covenants related to 

j vt\M 'cr-.i-., human rights and on social 

;’ r ;* i 1a:: Moores and xeligioos values 

ver:-; • r . Ar . : ; ^p^valent in the Arab region, 
nihi .i:-.! i: ■' v- ^mdiKies objectives and poii- 

jisttiu: M:.- •. and measures designed 

-.K.- .i ... enable women to exercise 

\ w he a i l:r 1 v j : ■ I, ‘y ^ righ ts to assume respon- 

j itsti'- within a global plat- 

■ a:t};r\ V. j,.sc : of action mat empha- 

j mwh rnrijn ■: : A \^8sradieeliininationof obsta- 
ir- u't.V .^dcs to the fuD integration of 
\ ;Vxwi! u;:.-* h ■ . . ,!_f;'wonien in society, the 
; nirar. I *, i,q)okB5person said. 
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■ja. 1 1 ?*».:?•'> ■>■ ; ^wobeinto 

3 | j «wn.. r--.- ' : ; ^en«ne blast 

«v ! i ,r i\ SJUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 

thf [ 1 P *"'* ■ '.-;jwo new, unidentified wit- 

itw * ; J! ‘ v' ■ v --sbsbs taw testified in the 

i,<f J 1 ; :r ' ‘•r ^vestteatioa into the July 18 

| \ ■■ ^ rrtubovb attack that killed 95 

burl j I J!lf /**’■' " ‘--people apd injured 250 at a 

..j* f s association headquar- 

’ \ J ters hflrtj dfiaais said Satur- 

* i I al I** ‘ ' .'-;day. Jo^ Juan Galeano, 

>Mh- \\ *1 a - who h.Jcffing the probe, 

, ltw . r ■ x .s |Btervi$ita3 the two mdi- 

" j yiduah this week, and police 

..a, fj , rtU1 « c «d owrt sources said their 

, . . I j - OyJiS testnnwy would be crucial to 

s A M apologise for Sc case. Tbs sources refused 
! M :* \ » give any -more details ab- 

f j mcojr »t the new witnesses, but 

# ^ * i . -a \ . . fa reports may be cause for 

f j *" ‘‘* ' " " ' '»mc optimism in an inves- 

rT , i * - tigwiaa that appeared to 

*** i j 4 - '■■■■■•■ ." jim bit a wall. A hTgh- 

1 .^aoffle opposition lawmaker 
h?*, j ; on the government 

« \ y\nc ‘ r ‘ ‘ ' ^faesday to make public the 

T ‘ ;estdtsof its probe into the 

- -J j — ■■■ \'iaa f slanmiing it for making 

^ '■ Me headway. 

j ■■* i • • . ' • ‘ * ' r 

I ^ ^ :j.n. to quit 

| r=-^ T :Jaldoa, Klsmayu 

t | ' MOGADISHU (AFP) — 

"\f f - ■ ’‘j taited Nations troops based 

■ nr.ir ■ '■ ";i Somalia will leave the oen- 

; •. : ‘ al town of Baidoa and Kis- 

* v**':. " ayu in the south by the end" 

; ...... ■ f this month, U.N. officials 

ip vjct v * ■ ~y& here Saturday, fn an j 

■- • ' Hemal doenment, U.N. offi- 

' ^ recommended that the 
. i ... r \ + ' . oiki body's special agencies 

, jina; ; ? ' id hnmanitarum groups with- 

IT-Si** i ■. ' ^raw their personnel next 

\l j . . ■■ ' -;wk from t be towns as a 

“ fH 'Precaution. The recom- 
,sl t \ 1 ' ■ ^■'-endation comes amid fears 

. j’.",.. ; ’M warfare could break out 

\ A . - v ff control of pom such as 

■» : - ismayu and airports, mdud- 
\ ' i : • ■ "g that of the capital Moga- 

- n . shn, when the U.N. troops 

| Tbe U.N. troops in 

t*i£ : « aidoa and Kismayu are 

. • v ’ India, which have along 
Ai **h Pakistan have provided 

-> • 1 : * • 1 ■ largest contingents to the 

»■■ - fc ; '.*N- mission in Somalia, 

*?**■ •* . “wed of Bangladesh, Zim- 

* . r d)we and Malaysia. 

- T ? ? - Sypt seeks 

I ^ laghreb union 

; lembershlp 

» - i ' — _ UNIS (R) — Egypt on 

■ Ninfl - fturcSay asked to join the 

makCS S- t r *b Maghreb Union 

^ » -vs : s the five-nation 

v- na-i- \ ,oup lmldng North African 
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King , Spanish monarch discuss 
peace, Jordan-Spain relations 

HM reaffirms quest for total peace, stand on Jerusalem 

Juan Carlos addresses Parliament today 
Talks focus on enhancing cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
King Juan CariOs of Spain on 
Saturday held talks and stressed 
the need to enhance 
Jordanian-Spanish coopera- 
tion in economic, scientific, 
cultural and touristic fields. 

At the meeting, held in the 
presence of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
and senior Jordanian and 
Spanish officials. King Hus- 
sein voiced Jordan’s pride in 
the visit of the Spanish 
monarch, the first by a fore- 
ign head of state since die 
signing of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty in Wadi 
Arabs on Oct. 26, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

King Hussein also lauded 
Europe’s role, and namely 
Spain, in supporting the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

King Hussein said the sign- 
ing of tbe treaty was meant to 
serve tbe interests of Jordan 
and its people. 

He expressed hope that 


peace negotiations on other 
Arab-Israeli tracks would de- 
velop to have a comprehen- 
sive peace in the region, 
stressing that he will continue 
to work hard to achieve that 
end. 

King Hussein also reiter- 
ated Jordan’s commitment to 
continue supporting the 
Palestinian people until it re- 
gains its legitimate rights on 
the basis of international legi- 
timacy. 

King Hussein also renewed 
Jordan's pledge to hand over 
control of Muslim shrines in 
Jerusalem to the Palestinians 
once they reach an accord 
with Israel on the final status 
of the Holy City. 

The King told King Juan 
Carlos that Jordan would 
“continue administering the 
sites until the Palestinian 
people and their representa- 
tives recover sovereignty 
over their land.” 

Meanwhile, Jordan would 
maintain custody of the sites 


“in the interests of the Arab 
World,” he said. 

The Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty recognised Jor- 
dan's “historic role” in admi- 
nistering East Jerusalem's 
Islamic shrines. 

Under the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) declaration of princi- 
ples signed in Washington 
last year, talks on Jerusalem 
are to start by May 1996. 

Jordan has already handed 
over controls of Islamic sites 
across the West Bank to the 
Pales tinians . 

The two Kings discussed 
ways to boost Jordan! an- 
Spanish trade and ease Jor- 
dan's debt to Spain, esti- 
mated at $92 million, officials 
said. Most of the debt is due 
to the purchase of 15 Spanish 
C-101 training aircraft. 

King Juan Carlos, who is 
scheduled to address a joint 
session of the two Houses of 
the Jordanian Parliament on 
Sunday, is expected to 


announce the write-off of 
Jordan’s 92 million debts ro 
Spain, sources said. There 
was no independent con- 
firmation, but officials have 
said that Spain was very 
favourable to Jordan's efforts 
to restructure its economy 
and achieve self-reliance and 
to the Kingdom’s quest for 
debt relief. 

Tbe meeting of the two 
Kings was attended by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam AJ 
Majali, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
King’s Political Advisor Mar- 
wan A1 Qassem, the King’s 
military secretary His Royal 
Highness Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, who is head of 
the honour delegation 
accompanying the Spanish 
monarch during his visit, and 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal A1 Hassan. 

King Juan Carlos, who ar- 
rived here on Friday, was 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Customs duties on cars slashed 

Tariffs on many consumer items also reduced 


By P.V. Vivekanmut 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Saturday announced 
reductions of 27 per cent to 
44 per cent in customs duties 
on imported passenger vehi- 
cles and total exemptions for 
cargo transport vehicles. 

A rough estimate showed 
that market prices for an 
average car would go down 
by around 30 per cent follow- 
ing the reductions. 

The announcement ended 
several months of uncertainty 
m the automobile market in 
the Kingdom. Car dealers 
have been complaining of a 
major slump in sales as 
potential buyers were await- 
ing the widely expected cuts 
in customs duties, although 
government officials had 
been consistently denying 
any such plans. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the govern- 
ment was planning any mea- 
sure to address the com- 
plaints of many car owners 
that the market value of their 
vehicles plunged as a result of 
the reduction and that the 
authorities should offer them 
tax breaks to make up for 
their_y losses.” 

The 'Council of Ministers 
also endorsed an across-the- 
board slashing of customs 
duties on hundreds of items, 
including foodstuff, clothing, 
furnishings, mineral water, 
marble and building material 
etc. 

The reductions, which 
brought 50 per cent the 
customs duties on most 
items, meant a reversal of an 
increase that was imposed in 
the late l9S0s to rationalise 
imports when the Kingdom 


faced major economic prob- 
lems resulting from more 
than $8 billion in foreign 
debts. 

On the internal front, the 
cuts meant a slashing of mar- 
ket prices between 20 and 30 
per cent if importers and 
traders were to reflect tbe 
reductions on their prices. 

On the external front, the 
reductions meant that Jordan 
was largely in line with the 
requirements of entry to in- 
ternational trade agreements. 

All reductions in the cus- 
toms duties take effect as 
soon as the regulations are 
published in the official 
gazette. Tbe latest gazette is 
expected to be released today 
(Sunday) and will contain the 
new regulations^ 

" Finance Minister Sami 
Gammoh. addressing a press 
conference, said the reduc- 
tions come ahead of an ex- 
pected growth in the trans- 
port sector following the sign- 
ing of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty and aim at 
enabling citizens to own cars 
at reasonable prices. 

Jordan carried some of the 
highest rates of customs 
duties on cars, going as high 
as 320 per cent for cars with 
an engine capacity of more 
than 3,000 cc. 

The reductions, as 
announced by Mr. Gammoh. 
fell short of meeting a call by 
the U.S. Commerce Depart- 
ment that the basis for calcu- 
lating customs duties on auto- 
mobiles should be tbe factory 
price rather* than engine 


half way since this could re- 
sult in increased Jordanian 
imports of such vehicles from 
the Uni red States. 

Most American-made pas- 
senger vehicles have large en- 
gine sizes although their fac- 
tory prices were compatible 
with smaller Japanese-made 
cars. But the U.S.-made cars 
are costlier in the Jordanian 
market if only because of the 
higher customs duties levied 
on the basis of their engine 


However, the total exemp- 
tion from custom duties 
offered to trucks and other 
cargo vehicles appeared to 
meet the American demand 


Tbe slashing of customs 
duties were defined by Mr. 
Gammoh as under (sales tax 
with a ceiling of 20 per cent 
and import licence fee of 
eight per cent remain un- 
changed): 

Cars and pick-up trucks: 
Engine size less than 1500 cc 

— 70 per cent instead of 125 
per cent (44 per cent cut in 
real terms) 

Engine size over 1,500 cc 
but less than 2,000 cc — 100 
per cent instead of 140 per 
cent (28.5 per cent cut in real 
terms) 

Engine size over 2,000 cc 
but less than 2,500 cc — 130 
per cent instead of 190 per 
cent (31.5 per cent cut in real 
terms) 

Engine size over 2,500 but 
less than 3,000 cc — 160 per 
cent instead of 220 per cent 
(27.2 per cent cut in real 
terms) 

Engine size over 3.000 cc 

— 200 per cent instead of 320 
per cent (37 J per cent cut in 
real terms) 

Cargo transport vehicles 
will be exempted totally from 
customs duties, but the im- 
porters have to pay around 25 
per cent (17 per cent as sales 
tax and eight per cent as 
import licence fees). 


Customs duties on auto- 
mobile chasis were reduced 
from 70 per cent to 10 per 
cent and on spare parts from 
30 per cent to 10 per cent. 

Vehicles for the physically 
handicapped will pay 30 per 
cent customs duties instead of 
50 per cent, and vehicles used 
by the totally disabled would 
enjoy total exemption, Mr. 
Gammoh told the press 

The new regulations, 
approved by the Council of 
Ministers on Saturday, also 
reduce customs duties on 
used cars of not more than 
five years old; a discount of 
10 per cent will be applied for 
the first three years and five 
per cent for the next two 
years. 

Mr. Gammoh said nearly 
4,500 cars which are in Jor- 
dan under temporary entry 
permits should be locally reg- 
istered after payment of tire 
required customs duties or be 
taken out of tbe country with- 
in tbe legally specified 
periods (as set upon their 
entry into the Kingdom). 

The reduced rates tally 
largely with a recommenda- 
tion made by the Customs 
Department of the Ministry 
of Finance and Customs 
which conducted a market 
study upon instructions from 
the Prime Ministry. 

Jordan was duty bound to 
reduce customs duties on 
automobiles since one of the 
preconditions of the King- 
dom joining the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade or the World Trade 
Organisation is a 55 to 60 per 
cent ceiling on import tariffs. 

Jordan cannot seek special 
arrangements in this context 
since it does not manufacture 
automobiles. 


die eoundTs secretary-general. Fairim A1 Qassimi. Mr. Qassinu 
spoke at tbe opening of a two-day meeting of Prince Saltan, the 
Saudi defence minister, with his counterparts from Kuwait, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Oman and die United Arab Emirates. Tbe Iraqi troop 
mobilisation last month was a threat to Kuwait and the stability 
and security of tbe region and “affirmed anew die importance erf 
bolstering defence ana security cooperation” for the alliance, Mr. 
Oassimi said. 
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Jordan and Spanish delegations headed by His Majesty King Hussein and King Juan Carlos 
of Spain hold talks Saturday (Petra Photo) 
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Prince Hassan stresses need 
to improve people’s lives 

Amman roundtable focuses on human 
dimension of the Mideast peace process 


By Cathy King 
Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan on 
Saturday emphasised the im- 
portance of focusing on 
efforts to ensure that the 
people enjoy the fruits of 
peace in terms of quality of 
life now that peace is being 
restored to the Middle East, 
a region best known so far for 
violence, conflicts and war. 

“The question we must 
now address is how to bring 
about peace between people 
at all levels,” the Crown 
Prince said in an address at a 
two-day roundtable on “Tbe 
Human Dimension of tbe- 
Middle East Peace Process.” 

The Crown Prince, chair- 
man of the Institute of Di- 


plomacy which organised the 
gathering, underlined the 
ueed for macroeconomic sta- 
bility and the implementation 
of the “lrind of legal, regula- 
tory, administrative and fiscal 
reforms conducive to 
growth” to rebuild the econo- 
mies of tbe Middle East shat- 
tered by five decades of 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Focusing on population, 
education, employment and 
income, areas winch directly 
affect human lives, Prince 
Hassan highlighted the need 
to address demographic fac- 
tors, characterised in the 
Arab World by a “danger- 
ously high growth rate,” the 
importance of education for 
economic and human de- 
velopment, foe need to in- 
crease investment levels to 


generate growth and in turn 
provide adequate job oppor- 
tunities and foe need to les- 
sen income disparities wi t hin 
.foe region and between it and 
foe developed world. 

The Amman roundtable, 
attended by international 
statesmen, diplomats and ex- 
perts on various aspects of 
human development, Middle 
East politics and economy, is 
foe first major effort at iden- 
tifying the priorities of foe 
region that should go hand in 
hand with peace agreements 
among foe Arabs and Israelis 
and aimed at ensuring that 
peace is not only made in 
treaties and accords but also 
makes a difference to peo- 
ple’s life. 

(Continued on page 7) 


PLO arrests militants , 
seeks settlements moved 


Combined agency 


PALESTINIAN police 
arrested over 100 members oi 
the militant Islamic Jihad 
group in response to its 
suicide bombing attack on 
Israeli soldiers but the Pales- 
tine National Authority 
(PNA) also urged Israel on 
Saturday to remove all its 
settlements in Gaza. 

Palestinian sources said 
police arrested 115 members 
of Islamic Jihad, which 
claimed responsibility for Fri- 
day’s attack on a checkpoint 
to Netzarim settlement in 
which three Israeli soldiers 
were killed and 12 people 
wounded. 

They said many activists 
resisted arrest by shooting at 
police but no casualties were 
reported in Gaza hospitals. 
Most Islamic Jihad leaders 
had gone into hiding, foe 
sources added. 

A local reporter said 
Palestinian police had raided 
a mosque in Gaza looking for 
Islamic Jihad militants and 
had broken up a mourning 
ceremony for tbe suicide 


bomber, Hisham Hamad, at 
his family borne on Saturday 
morning. 

Israeli authorities still hold 
foe remains of the bomber 
whose funeral may take place 
on Sunday. 

Members of foe PNA con- 
firmed that its leader, Yasser 
Arafat, had ordered foe 
crackdown and called on 
Israel to dismantle foe 20 
settlements it maintains in 
the Gaza Strip, particularly 
Netzarim. 

“Our position has been 
clear always that these settle- 
ments should be removed,” 
Nabil Shaath, who holds foe 
planning portfolio, said after 
the authority’s weekly meet- 
ing in G aza. . 

Netzarim has been a sore 
point. We would like to see 
the end of tbe settlement 
there, but this doesn’t in any 
way reduce our responsibility 
to guard the safety and secur- 
ity of everybody until a deci- 
sion is taken in a legal 
fashion,” he said. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, PLO 
official in charge of informa- 
tion and culture, said foe 


issue of Netzarim needed to 
be resolved in talks between 
foe Palestinians and Israel. 

“Tbe settlement represents 
a time-bomb and we think in 
order to overcome many dif- 
ficulties on foe security level, 
this issue should be resolved 
and resolved soon,” he said 

Under foe peace deal for 
limited Palestinian self-rule 
signed by Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation last year, Jewish set- 
tlements in Gaza were to 
remain in place. 

But several dovish Israeli 
ministers have openly called 
for foe evacuation of’Netzar- 
im. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, speaking after foe 
arrests of the suspected mili- 
tants, said Israel must pro- 
ride support to Mr. Arafat’s 
self-rule authority. 

“We are dealing with a 
very dangerous underground 
which more and more has 
suicide attackers within its 
ranks. The problem is... what 

to demand in detail from foe 

■ 

(Continued on page 7) 
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»uotnes, Algerian state 

• - v <fio said. It said the request 

*s made by Foreign Minis- 

■ r Amr Musa who was in 
Igieis attending an AMU 
inisterial council. “Amr 
58 has officially asked that 

- Sypt become a member of 
e Arab Maghreb Union, ” 

■ * e rwfio quoted Algeria's 
V Minister Mohammad 

«ah Dembri as saying. The 
.teting on Saturday in the 
. igerum capital was the 
" ; Ifah session since 

• * AMU was created as a 


grouping to promote 
■ ." Algeria, Libya, 

• Morocco and 

• a ** s * a - Tbe Egyptian minis- 
r ^tended Saturday's meet- 
8 for the first time as an 
server. 


THE ACT of the young 
member from Islamic Jihad 
who blew himself up along 
with 3 Israeli soldiers in a 
suicide attack on Friday 
and foe reaction of Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat 
to it have again raised fears 
of a Palestinian civil war 
breaking out in foe auton- 
omous areas and the rest of 
the occupied territories. 

Bv Saturday morning 
Palestinian security forces 
rounded up hundreds of 
suspected Islamic Jihad 
supporters or activists in a 
yet another, probably 
futile, attempt to stem 
attacks against Israel. The 
crackdown deepened foe 


rift J in the seat of the in- 
terim Palestinian auton- 
omy, raising tbe spectre of 
a complete showdown be- 
tween foe Palestine Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) and 
the Islamist opposition, 
represented by Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad. Tbe extent 
of tbe friction will largely 
hinge on the PNA security 
measures: If, under Israeli 
pressure foe PNA decides 
to launch an all out crack- 
down, then prospects for 
tension exploding into 
dashes in a place s warming 
with machineguns and all 
kinds of weapons are great. 

Most probably, the PNA 
security departments will 
confine their operations ro 
brief arrests and interroga- 


tions that will provoke but 
will place Gazans on foe 
edge again. 

The fact foe target is 
Islamic Jihad, foe smallest 
effective opposition group, 
lessens foe danger of an all 
out explosion, but does not 
preclude it. Since many 
Palestinians, regardless of 
their affiliations, are 
already frustrated by the 
PNA's perceived eagerness 
to appease foe Israelis cou- 
pled with its failure to pro- 


was crucial in containing or 
at least postponing what 
seemed to be then an immi- 
nent eruption of Palesti- 
nian civil strife. 


It is doubtless, however, 
that foe meeting two weeks 
ago between PNA and 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Ara- 
fat and foe leaders from 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 


Gazans, PNA members 
and eyewitnesses still can- 
not comprehend foe unpre- 
cedented show of resent- 
ment and opposition to Mr. 
Arafat when he tried to 
join the funeral of a leading 
Islamic Jihad activist. Ham 
Abed, who Palestinians be- 
lieve was assassinated by 
Israeli agents. 

Thousands of angry 
mourners booed Mr. Ara- 
fat, accusing him of work- 
ins for the Israelis. “You 


do not represent the 
Palestinian people," mour- 
ners shouted in an unpre- 
cedented rejection of Mr. 
Arafat's leadership. 

A shocked Arafat never- 
theless ordered his security 
not to react violently to the 
outraged mourners. Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad gave the 
PNA leader credit for de- 
fusing foe high tension. 

But the tension lingered 
throughout the day as 
Gazans were mostly wait- 
ing for foe spark. Many 
expected Mr. Arafat to be 
preparing for a crackdown 
or a showdown that be had 
already believed that 
Hamas and Jihad were 
seeking or trying to trigger. 

Consequently, when 


Hamas and Islamic leaders 
Mahmoud A1 Zahar and 
Abdullah Shami went to 
Mr. Arafat’s beachfront 
office late that evening, 
Gazans sighed with relief. 
The short, but significant 
meeting signalled that all 
three parties were trying to 
avoid a civil strife. 

Dr. Zahar and Mr. Sha- 
mi’s apology for what hap- 
pened at the Abed funeral 
reflected an already made 
decision by their move- 
ments not to trigger a con- 
frontation with foe PNA. It 
also was a crucial signal to 
their supporters to calm 
down. 

For Mr. Arafat, the 
meeting had another sig- 
nificance: Gradually foe 


opposition movements are 
having to deal with him as 
the head of foe authority, 
which was in itself a gain 
from his viewpoint. 

But the suicide bike- 
bomber has cast doubt on 
foe emerging coexistence 
between Jihad and the 
PNA, especially that the 
attack was carried inside 
the Gaza Strip directly 
challenging and embarras- 
sing Mr. Arafat. 

Dnring their meeting 
with Mr. Arafat, Dr. 7j»h*r 
and Mr. Shami were re- 
ported to have assured him 
that they wanted to confine 
tbe confrontation to Israeli 
occupation. There was 

'(Continued on page 7) 












Moscow scores 
diplomatic victory 




By Timothy Heritage 
Rearer 

MOSCOW — Russia has 
scored a diplomatic triumph 
by persuading Iraq to recog- 
nise Kuwait and further 
boosted its efforts to re- 
establish itself as a major 
player in international di- 
plomacy. 

Months of mediation with 
Iraq and Kuwait by Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev en- 
ded in success with Iraq’s 
recognition of Kuwait on 
Thursday, despite suspicion 
over its involvement from 
other countries including the 
.United States. 

Russia hopes Iraq's deci- 
sion will prompt the United 
Nations to ease sanctions on 
Baghdad, eventually enabl- 
ing the country to repay its 
large debt to Moscow. 

But the negotiations with 
Iraq also signalled Moscow's 
determination to regain the 
influence it had on the world 
stage before the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. 

“The international climate 
will radically change for the 
better after this turn of 
events," Mr. Kozyrev said 
after leaving Baghdad late on 
Thursday, trumpeting Rus- 
sia's success. 

Pressing the U.N. to ease 
sanctions, on Iraq, he was 
quoted by ITAR-TASS news 
agency as saying: “Russia will 
work so that the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council will at its next 
session react adequately to 
the real, strong political step 
taken by Iraq." 

The cautious reaction of 
some other countries, and the 
scepticism of the United 
States, raise doubts that the 
U.N. will respond quickly to 
Russia's demands. 

Hie Security Council is due 
to hold a regular review of 
sanctions on Monday. But an 
easing of sanctions are not on 
the agenda until require- 
ments on weapons of mass 
destruction are completed, a 
process expected to take at 
least six months. 

Even Mr. Kozyrev ack- 
nowledged that lifting an oil 
embargo and other sanctions 
would be a long process. 

But initial reactions in Rus- 
sia suggested Mr. Kozyrev’s 
efforts would be viewed at 
home as a major success. 

“The efforts of President 
(Boris) Yeltsin and die Rus- 
sian foreign ministry, 
crowned by success, bear wit- 
ness that today our diploma- 
cy has a worthy place in the 
’world,” Viktor Ustinov, a 
deputy in the Duma or lower 
bouse of parliament, said. 


The aim of boosting Rus- 
sia's place in world diplomacy 
has been a strong feature of 
foreign policy in recent 
months. 

The success in Iraq, an ally 
and major recipient of arms 
from Moscow in Soviet times, 
can be expected to increase 
Russia's standing in the Mid- 
dle East — already enhanced 
by its cooperation with 
Washington in peace proces- 
ses in the region. 

It could also help Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin win new arms con- 
tracts and boost trade rela- 
tions when he visits the Gulf 
region from Nov. 19 fo 24. 

Russian foreign policy has 
become particularly assertive 
in areas closer to home. 

Moscow has sent tignals to 
other former Soviet republics 
that it regards them as part of 
a Russian sphere of influence 
and has sought to take on a 
peacekeeping role in some of 
these republics — a move 
resisted by the United States. 

ANALYSIS 

In Eastern Europe, Mos- 
cow has opposed NATO ex- 
panding its membership to 
former Warsaw Pact member 
states such as Poland, Hun- 
gary and the Czech Republic, 
prompting these countries to 
fear they will fall into a grey 
zone between east and west. 

Russia has also become an 
important player in the Bos- 
nian conflict, trying to use its 
influence over its Orthodox 
Christian brothers in Serbia 
to forge a peace agreement. 
That, so far, has railed. 

But Russia also sent troops 
to Sarajevo last February, 
helping head off NATO air 
strikes on the Bosnian Serbs, 
and it won a place among five 
countries which drew up a 
plan for the de facto division 
of Bosnia. 

In another sign of Russia's 
assertiveness, the State 
■Duma was expected on Fri- 
day to condemn the United 
States’ decision to stem en- 
forcing a U.N. arms embargo 
on Bosnian Muslims from 
Saturday, a move Russia 
fears will increase fighting in 
Bosnia. 

“Russia has firmly marked 
out the parameters of its in- 
fluence in Europe and the 
world," Boris Yeltsin's 
spokesman, Vyacheslav Kos- 
tikov, said after troops were 
sent to Sarajevo. 

“The illusory nature of the 
notion that any major prob- 
lem can be strived behind 
Russia’s back has become 
apparent.” 


Iraqis sceptical over 
lifting of sanctions 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqis 
. . have welcomed their govern- 
ment’s decision to recognise 
. Kuwait, but many feared 
.Washington would still block 
moves to lift the crippling 
U.N. sanctions imposed after 
Baghdad's 1990 invasion of 
„ the oil-rich emirate. 

- ; “The damned Americans 
will continue opposing the 

• -lifting of the embargo and set 
new unbearable conditions.” 

• said a civil servant, Moham- 
. • . mad Abu Saleh. 

“Recognition was inevit- 
. : able, but I very much doubt 
there can be any change at 

• the U.N. Security Council in 
■ . ■ the near future.” 

The sanctions have sent 
- inflation spiralling and 
caused chronic shortages of 
food and medicines. 

. . Iraqi state radio and televi- 
sion Thursday broadcast the 
full text of the recognition 
and reported reactions to it, 
notably from the United 


States and Britain, the key 
opponents of any easing of 
the oil and trade embargo. 

Baghdad's renunciation of 
its historic daim to Kuwait 
was not enough, officials in 
Washington and London 
said. 

They stressed that Iraq still 
had to comply with other 
U.N. demands before the 
sanctions were lifted. 

White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said . 
Iraq must still release politic- 
al prisoners, return property 
seized from Kuwait and dis- 
mantle its weapons program- 
me. 

Mr. Abu Saleh said the 
Republican victory in the 
U.S. congressional elections 
would “further complicate 
things between us mid die 
Americans.” 

Some Baghdadis tuned m 
to foreign radio stations to 
know more. 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday intro- 
duces Queen Sofia of Spain to traditional 
handicrafts at the Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre. Queen Noor and Queen 


I ■ 

i 

*‘t' 'm'i 


Sofia are accompanied by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Ghida Talal and Jor- 
dan Design and Trade Centre Director 
David O'Connor (Petra photo) 
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Queen Noor, Queen Sofia 
visit NHF, Jubilee School 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Queen 
Sofia of Spain, who has been 
an honorary member of the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) Board of Trustees for 
several years, was welcomed 
to the NHF Saturday by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, who 
- particularly acknowledged 
her personal efforts and in- 
strumental role in rallying 
support and in providing 
humanitarian assistance to 
Jordan through die Spanish 
Refugee Commission during 
the critical months of the 
Gulf crisis, a Royal Court 
statement said Saturday. 

The funds provided by the 
commission enabled the NHF 
to launch the “Relief and 
Rehabilitation Project” 
which helped Jordanian fami- 
lies (those who returned to 
Jordan from the Gulf states 
during the crisis and others) 

' cope with socio-economic 
hardships resulting from the 
1991 war, said the statement. 

Queen Sofia, who arrived 
l^pv^riday with husfc&nd 
. Kmg Juan Carlos, viewed, a 
documentary, outlining 
philosophy and-in- 
T. aovarive grassroots develop- 
ment projects geare d to wards 
self-reliance and met with 
NHF project directors, it 
said. 

During a tour of the Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre, 
said the statement. Queen 
Noor introduced Queen Sofia 
to traditional handicrafts pro- 
duced by women benefiting 
from NHFs various training 
and income generating pro- 
jects, as well as by artisans 
from throughout the country. 


According to the state- 
ment, Queen Sofia expressed 
great pride in the founda- 
tion’s work and in her asso- 
ciation with it. The NHF 
currently cooperates with a 
number of Spanish non- 
governmental associations 
iNGOs), including “World in 
Harmony,” headed by 
Queen Sofia’s sister Princess 
Irene. 

Queen Noor and Queen 
Sofia,- accompanied by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Ghi- 
da Talal, were received by 
members of the foundation’s 
Executive Committee and 
staff members, the statement 
said. During the visit, it said, 
students from NHFs Nation- 
al Music Conservatory played 
the Spanish and Jordanian 
national anthems and per- 
formed classical Arabic 
music. Queen Noor and 
Queen Sofia also visited the 
Jubilee School, where they 
were received by the Minister 
of Education. Abdul Raouf 
Al iRaypbcteh.''Jut)fIe£ School 
Principal - Fathi • Jarwah ■ and- 
members of the schools 
Board of Trusted, the! state- 
ment said. 

Queen Noor. said the 
statement, briefed Queen 
Sofia on the school’s aim to 
develop the intellect and 
leadership potential of excep- 
tionally motivated Jordanian 
students — with special 
emphasis on students from 
underprivileged backgrounds 
— to enable them to contri- 
bute to the development of 
their local communities. She 
stressed the school's role in 
setting national standards of 


excellence in education 
through the development of 
innovative curricula, training 
programmes and workshops 
for public and private school 
teachers, in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Education, 
the statement said. 

The Queen outlined the 
progress achieved to date and 
the challenges ahead, and 
Dr. Jarwan described the stu- 
dent selection criteria and 
process, it said. 

The statement added that 
during a tour of the school. 
Queen Noor and Queen 
Sofia attended a debate by 
15-year-old students on the 
appropriate pace for the nor- 
malisation of Jordanian- 
Israeli relations. Debates and 
discussions are pan of the 
school’s policy to encourage 
independent thinking on con- 
temporary social, political 
and global issues. 

Queen Sofia, said the 
statement, expressed to the 
students her admiration for 
their analytical thinking and 
serious discussion. • ” : 

■The statement said Jubilee 
School students pur together 
a computer multimedia pre- 
sentation welcoming Queen 
Sofia and displaying castles of 
Spain and Jordanian 
archaeological sites. 

Queen Noor and Queen 
Sofia also visited the school’s 
modern audio-visual lan- 
guage laboratory 3nd 
attended a career counselling 
session, according to the 
statement. 

King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofia are on a several- 
day visit to Jordan. 


WHO director sees new horizons for 

■ 

healthcare cooperation in Jordan Valley 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) appreciates the heal- 
thcare standards in Jordan 
and regards the Jordan-Israe! 
peace process as a step to- 
wards opening new horizons 
for health related coopera- 
tion especially in the Jordan 
Valley region, according to 
WHO Director General 
Hiroshi Nakajima. 

Speaking at a meeting 
Saturday with Prime Minister 
Abdol Salam Majali, Dr. 
Nakajima said WHO feels 
more committed to helping 
Jordan rid the valley of harm- 
ful insects, and the organisa- 
tion was expected to make 
additional allocations for 
such assistance. 

Dr. Nakajima, who arrived 
in Amman to take pan in a 
roundtable meeting on the 
human dimensions of the 
Middle East peace treaty 
which opened Saturday, was 
briefed by Dr. Majali on the 


expected developments and 
projects in the region in light 
of the peace treaty with 
Israel. 

Dr. Majali and the WHO 
chief reviewed joint projects 
that could be conducted in 
the Jordan Valley to exter- 
minate harmful insects, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Petra said the two sides 
also reviewed the agricultural 
situation on both sides of the 
Jordan River and potential 
projects that would lead to 
raising the standard of health 
of local residents and the 
country as a whole. 

Speaking in the presence of 
Health Minister Aref 
Batayneh, Dr. Majali ex- 
pressed Jordan's appreciation 
of WHO’s continued assist- 
ance to the Kingdom and the 
organisation's response in 
meeting the country’s press- 
ing needs in health affairs. 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Mqjali Saturday Organisation Director General Hiroshi Nalca- 
dxsensses the prospects of healthcare coopera- jfaxuu Abo attending the meeting was Health 
ffam in tiie area with visiting World Health Minister Aref Batayneh (Petra photo) 
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Royal Decree approves PSD promotions 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree issued 
Saturday approved the Cabinet decision to 
promote Brigadier Mohammad Al Tarzi, 

Public Security Department (PSD) deputy 
director for judicial police affairs, and Briga- 
dier Hashcm Al Qaisi, the inspector general, 
to the rank of major-general. Another Royal 
Decree was issued approving the promotion 
of Colonel Ibrahim Al Nawau»ch. director of 
the PSD’s Planning Directorate, to the rank 
erf brigadier. The decree also approves the 
prom otion of Lieutenant-Colonels Moham- 


mad Al ' Hammoun, Mohammad Al 
Mashaita. Mohammad Bam Hani. Ghaleb 
Bani Hani, Jamal Al Momani. Habib Kar- 
kar. Ahmad Al Umarai, Ali Obeidat. 
Mohammad Al Rousan, Abdullah Ai 
Hamadneh, Issa Al Rousan. Kassab 
Andraus. Ya'coub Al Rihani and Ibrahim 
Khashashneh to the rank of colonel. PSD 
Director Lieutenant-General Abdul Rah- 
man Al Udwan decorated the promoted 
officers with their new ranks Saturday at 
PSD headquarters. 


DONATION FOR DEVELOPMENT: Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basma Saturday receives at her office 
Director of the Board of the Young Men's Christian 
Association (YMCA) Raouf Abu Jaber and the 
association's Secretary Saliba Mushawar. Voicing 
appreciation of Princess Basma's continued en- 
deavours to serve the Kingdom, Dr. Abu Jaber 
presented the Princess with a JD 92,000 donation 
which will support the rural development project 
carried out by the Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF) in cooperation with the Japanese 
YMCA and Postal Saving Fund. The three-year 
project offers Joans to residents of rural areas to be-j 
used in establishing agricultural and productive prof ; 
jects (Petra photo) 

c • _ * ■ 

Jordan, Spain discuss 
trade, investment policies 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Planning Hisham Al Kha- 
tib Saturday urged Spain to 
increase its imports from Jor- 
dan in a bid to adjust the 
balance of trade between the 
two countries, which, be said, 
is heavily in ihvour of Spain. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
the Spanish Minister of State 
for Commerce Apolonio 
Ruiz, who is accompanying 
King Juan Carlos on his state 
visit to the Kingdom, Dr. 

Khatib said that Spain is ex- 
porting S43 million worth of 
goods to Jordan annually and 
importing very few Jordanian 


r .iat blockadej^aJoicjr^ \ the _ _ .Jordan’s. permanent rep^ 
J .'embargo the U.N\ 


Dr. Khatib reviewed be- 
fore the Spanish minister and 
his delegation the Jordanian 
government’s policies to en- 
courage investments in the 
Kingdom in light of the peace 


process in the Middle East 
region and the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty. 

The various sectors in Jor- 
dan are preparing for joint 
projects and investments, 
especially in industry and ser- 
vices, said the minister. 

Furthermore, Dr. Khatib 
said Jordan was willing to set 
up a joint Spanish-Jordanian 
business council that would 
oversee increased coopera- 
tion between Spanish and 
Arab business communities 
and pave the way for joint 
investments. 

Dr. Khatib and the visiting 
delegation reviewed laws per- 
taining to trade and economy 
and Dr. Khatib presented a 
briefing on Jordan’s plans to 
increase industrial produc- 
tion. 
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WHAT'S GOING ON 


The following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 


FILM 

'it Rhn entitled “Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House" 
at the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 


'it A Service of Remembrance will be held at the Church of 
the Redeemer at 7:00 p.m. 

NOVEL RECITAL 

'it Novel redtal by Saleh Al Qassem at the Phoenix Gallery 
Cor Culture and Art at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Exhibition of piiwrt»y by Daniel ArgLmou al the 
batten to Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural Centre). 

-ft Exhibition of pah ,rt ”^ by Iraqi artist Abdul Jabbar 
Salman al Aha Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibit t atftl H “Signs and Symbols: Communication 
and Interpretation from the Brandywine Workshop" at 
the American Center. 

* Ceramics exhibition by Mahmoud Taha at Darat AI 
Ftnmn. 

■fr Exhibition of pahutnp by Radwan Al Dhahi, Jamal 
Abbas, and WaBd Nasrallah at Ain Art Gallery. 

* of oil painting s by All Hussein at Baladna Art 


"fr Exhibition of paintings by Ahmad Na’wash at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation. 

"ft Exhibition of paintings by Salam Kan’an at the Balk a a 
Art Gallery, Ftahris. 

* EuMb M on of nr* by At,«u<; n kitah at the French Cuitural 


Regional workshop urges Arab 
cooperation in higher education 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Higher Education Rareb 
Saoud Saturday urged Arab 
states 10 facilitate procedures 
pertaining to accrediting the 
equivalent of university de- 
grees obtained is different 
Arab universities. 

Addressing the opening 
meeting of a four-day region- 
al workshop, the 'minister 
said that facilitating this can 
open the door for a greater 
measure of cooperation 
among Arab universities and 
the exchange of teachers and 
scholarships. 


He said it would encourage 
Arab sraies 10 grant equiva- 
lence to various degrees 
obtained from foreign na- 
tions where more than 
200,000 Arab students are 
currently doing their higher 
studies. ’ 

Referring to the proce- 
dures in Jordan, the minister 
said that Jordanian universi- 
ties are ODen for Arab and 

A 

foreign srudents and teachers 
working there to come from 
various Arab and foreign 
countries. 


The meeting, which is 
organised by the Amman Re- 
gional Office of the United 
Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) is attended 
by delegates from 10 Arab 
states including Jordan. 

UNESCO representative. 
Dr. Ramzi Saiameh. said 
UNESCO was concerned 
with promoting cooperation 
among Arab countries in 
matters related to equiva- 
lence of degrees and certifi- 
cates. 
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The Royal Automobile Club of Jordan 
extends its best wishes and greetings to its President 

HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN 

on the occasion of the anniversary of his birthday. 

The Board of Directors, Club administration and all members 
share in extending our felicitations on this happy day. 


Kabariti welcomes U.S. decision 

■ 

to lift arms embargo on Bosnia 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

■ 

AMMAN — President of 
the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee at the Lower House 
of Parliament Saturday 
welcomed the U.S. deci- 
sion to lift the arms embar- 
go against Bosnia Herzego- 
vina. saying the step should 
prompt other nations to 
launch serious efforts to 
end the "massacres to 
which the Bosnian people 
have been subjected." 

Deputy Abdul Kareem 
Al Kabariti said he hoped 
the American decision will 
lead to a new era in which 
"U.N. resolutions will be 
implemented in a way that 
will bridge the gap between 
international legitimacy 
and international justice in 
.order to end the suffering 
of many peoples.” 

The U.S. late last 
week decided to withdraw 
"from the interna tTonai S 3 V- 



2 ,:- 1 


Abdul Karim Kabariti 

it will not supply arms to 
the Muslim-led Bosnian 
. government. 

“I wouldn't say (the deci- 
sion) will have* no effect, 
but I would not say it will 
have a significant effect, 
because the arms embargo 
will be enforced by 
others." U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
w3s quoted as' saying. 


Adnan Abu Odeh on 
Thursday criticised the in- 
ternational organisation for 
failing to properly address 
the situation in the war- 
ravaged Bosnia and urged 
an end to the arms embar- 
go- 

Addressing the Iraqi de- 
cision to recognise the bor- 
ders and sovereignty of 
Kuwait, the prominent de- 
puty' said: "I hope this will 
be a prelude to ending the 
tragic situation in which the 
Iraqi people have been liv- 
ing for the last four years.” 

Mr. Kabariti urged rhe 
Arab League to "break 
away from its bubble” and 
work towards the restora- 
tion of Arab solidarity and 
reactivating joint Arab in- 
stitutions. 

"The Arab League 
should at least work to 
bring about a minimum de- 
gree of solidarity which is a 
must as we enter a new 
historic era.” Mr. Kabariti 
10 I'd "reporters the 
House. 'fia 


Celebration planned for King's birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Culture Saturday 
announced programmes 10 be 
presented in Amman as pan 
of the country’s celebrations 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's birthday which falls 
Monday, Nov. 14. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Mohammad Amaireh told a 
press conference at his office 
that two main celebrations 
are scheduled at the Royal 
Cultural Centre in Amman 
on Thursday and that other 
celebrations will be organised 
for the occasion in other gov- 
emo rates. 

One of the main celebra- 
tions at the Royal Cultural 


Centre will feature the Koln 
choral troupe from Germany, 
while the second perform- 
ances will be held Wednesday 
and will be presented by local 
troupes, said Mr. Amaireh. 

He said that the second 
performance includes poetry 
recitals and children's play's 
as weil as a book exhibition 
and an exhibition of photos 
and documents relating the 
life and work of King Hus- 
sein. 

He said on Tuesday there 
will be a cultural event at the 
Royal Cultural Centre and 
similar cultural performances 
will be organised in other 
parts of the Kingdom. 


Mr. Amaireh said that the 
Koln troupe, which compris- 
es 250 members, is coming at 
the invitation of the Ministry 
of Culture in a bid to also 
stimulate tourism as the trip 
has been organised in coop- 
eration with a German tourist 
office. 

The Royal Gliding Oub 
said it was preparing a sbow, 
to be held under thejpatron- 
age of His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah rbn Al Hus- 
sein, Thursday and Friday at 
the Amman Marka Airport. 

In Irbid, the Irbid Private 
University will organise for 
the occasion a public rally 
Tuesday noon. 


America activists pledge to help Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
head of a visiting “Americans 
for peace now" delegation 
Saturday said that her 
Washington-based group was 
determined to support Jor- 
dan’s peace efforts in the 
Middle East. Gail Pressberg, 
who was speaking at a meet- 
ing with Mohammad Asfour, 
chairman of the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 


Commerce, said that the de-. 
legation would encourage the 
removal of all barriers be- 
tween Israel and Jordan in a 
bid to ensure the process of 
investments in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Asfour said the Jorda- 
nian business community and 
the Jordanian people were 
looking forward to further 
foreign investments and joint 
projects in the country in the 


wake of the signing of the 
peace treaty with Israel. 

“We are serious ■ about 
peace and serious about laun- 
ching joint projects between 
the private sectors in the 
Kingdom and foreign entrep- 
reneurs,” said Mr. Asfour. 

He urged American inves- 
tors to cany out projects in 
Jordan and set the example 
for other investors ■ 


THE BRITISH BANK OF THE MIDDLE EAST 

■ 

MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY 

p 

The British Bank of the Middle East seeks Jordanian executive 
trainees. The chosen candidates will be provided with a lengthy 
period of training and familiarisation in a highly competitive and 
stimulating environment in Jordan and overseas. Those candt 
dates that successfully complete their training will be offeree! 
management positions in Jordan. ' \ 

Candidates (Jordanian nationals) should: " \ 

1. Have a master’s degree in finance or other suitable discipline 

with a score of 80% = B + or better from an accredited 
university. Experience is not Essential . \ 

2. Have an ability to communicate persuasively in both writterj 

and spoken English and Arabic. ; 

3. Be under 25 years of age. : 

Qualified candidates are requested to send their CVs. referj 
ences, recent photos, copies of certified educational certificate^ 
and academic transcript to: ; 

The Human Resources Executive = \ 

The British Bank of The Middle East ; 

P.O.Box: 925286 

Amman - Jordan 2 


day to submit applications is on Nov. 20, 1994. j 

Telephone calls are not acceptable. \ 

* Applicants who applied for this job in the past should nol 
re-apply. . J 


> * 


j 
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Srf Lanka’s Kumaratunga 
sworn in as new president 



COLOMBO (R) — Chandri- 
ka'-Bandaranaike Kumar- 
atunga was sworn in as Sri 
. Lanka's first woman presi- 
dent Saturday and pledged to 
^ work for an end to the bloody 
\- 11-year civil war against 
Tamil separatist rebels. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga said in 
a. speech to the nation that 
her emphatic election victory 
earlier this week was a vote 
for peace. 

.“•‘This must be, however, 
, peace with honour for both 
parties to the conflict for it to 
be strong and durable. My 
government and I will con- 
tinue our quest for peace,” 
she said. 

With a sweeping mandate 
from the polls, Mrs. Kumar- 
atunga is expected to resume 
peace talks with Tamil separ- 
atist rebels suspended last 
month when the main opposi- 
tion candidate was killed in a 
bomb blast during a cam- 
paign rally. 

But she declined to say 
when she would resume the 
talks. “We can’t tell you a 
time frame," she told a news 
conference. 

Airs. Kumaratunga also 
announced she would unveil 
a new policy package for 
- foreign investors. 

After the long, violent 
election campaign, Satur- 


day's colourful investiture 
ceremony took place behind 
a tight security screen. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga. dres- 
sed in a bright blue silk sari 
and flanked by her armed 
services chiefs, took the oath 
of office before Chief Justice 
G.P.S De Silva and invited 
guests at the presidential sec- 
retariat. 

“I have no words to ex- 
press appropriately how 
deeply touched and over- 
whelmed I am and how hum- 
bled at the expression of the 
immense confidence and 
faith the nation has shown in 
me and my government,” she 
said. 

“I am not frightened but 
very aware of the veiy heavy 
responsibility placed upon us 
by this mandate, which 
means we will not be given 
many chances for excuses for 
achieving what the people 
expect us to,” she later told 
reporters. 

Police lined the road to the 
.secretariat in central Col- 
ombo. where hundreds stood 
in pouring rain beneath blue 
flags, banners and pictures of 
Kumaratunga. 

Gunboats patrolled 
offshore near the British- 
built brown stone building, 
once the parliament of 
Ceylon, as Sri Lanka was 


then known. 

It was here in 1948 that 
Mrs. Kumaratunga’s father, 
Solomon Dias Bandaranaike, 
spoke as leader of the house 
after the island won its inde- 
pendence. Twelve years later 
as prime minister he was 
assassinated. 

His widow Sirima Bandar- 
anaike, who replaced him to 
become the world's first 
woman prime minister, was 
present Saturday to see her 
daughter installed as the na- 
tion's fourth president and 
the first woman to hold the 
post. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga, who 
became prime minister after 
national polls in August, 
chose her mother to replace 
her as premier, giving the 
78-year-old politician a third 
term in that post. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga, a 49- 
year-old mother of two, won 
Wednesday's presidential 
polls by two million votes, 
receiving 4.7 million votes or 
62.28 per cent, on a campaign 
pledge to bring peace to the 
war- ravaged country. 

When she became prime 
minister, ending 17 years of 
United National Party (UNP) 
rule, she initiated talks with 
the rebel Liberati on T igers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), who 
have been fighting for a 


■ 

U.S. nuclear experts arrive in N. Korea 


LONDON (Agencies) — A 
team of U.S. nuclear officials 
.arrived in North Korea 
Saturday to discuss safe stor- 
age of spent nuclear fuel. 
Pyongyang's Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) re- 
ported. 

A KCNA despatch moni- 
tored in London said the two 
sides were beginning negotia-' 
tions later Saturday and 
would continue talking until 
Nov. 19. 

The dialogue was taking 
place under the terms of the 
October 21 U.S.-North Ko- 
rean agreement aimed at de- 
fusing a dispute over Pyon- 
gyang's suspected nuclear 
weapons ambitions that ear- 
fier this year had threatened 
to plunge the North East 
£tsian peninsula into war. 

- Under the deal, the United 
Sfates is to form a consortium 
including South Korea and 
Japan to provide the North 


with light-water nuclear tech- 
nology at a cost of around $4 
billion to replace its current 
graphite reactor system by 
the year 2003. 

Light-water reactors 
(LWRs) produce little of the 
plutonium that is a key ingre- 
dient of nuclear weaponry 
and is generated in large 
quantities from graphite- 
reactor operations. 

The specific focus of the 
negotiations taking place in 
Pyongyang this next week is 
to ensure the. safe storage of 
.8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods 
removed last summer from 
an experimental graphic reac- 
tor. 

It was North Korea's eic 
traction of this fuel, which 
could have been processed 
into weapon s-grade pluto- 
nium, that range alarm bells 
in Washington, Tokyo and 
the South Korean capital 
Seoul. 


The rods have since, been- 
stored temporarily in a hold- 
ing pond. 

The Oct. 21 Geneva pact 
specified: “The.DPRK 
(North Korea) and the U.S. 
will -cooperate in finding a 
method to store safely the; 
spent fuel from the 5 mw (E) 
experimental reactor during 
the construction of the LWR 
project, and to dispose of the 
fuel in a safe manner that 
does not involve reprocessing 
in the DPRK.” 

The agreement added that 
North Korean and U.S. ex- 
perts would meet to discuss, 
“as soon as possible... speci- 
fic arrangements for spent 
fuel storage and ultimate dis- 
position.” 

South Korea Saturday .wel- 
comed the decision by the 
U.N. nuclear watchdog to 
verify the freezing of North 
Korea's suspect nuclear prog- 
ramme. 


Militants hold off Pakistani attack 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) 
— 1 Heavily-armed Islamic 
militants held off Pakistani 
paramilitary forces trying to 
quell unrest in the northwest- 
ern tribal Bajaur Agency, 
witnesses said. 

ft 

■ ■ 

The rebels* are demanding 

the enforcement of Sharia 

(Islamic Law) in their semi- 

autonomous tribal areas. 

■ 

Paramilitary Frontier 


Corps officers said six of their 
men had been wounded in the 
operation which began Fri- 
day after negotiations be- 
tween the government and 
the Tehrik Nefaze Shariat 
Mohammadi (TNSM) move- 
ment broke down. 

There was no word on 
casualties among the rebels 
and a doctor at a civilian 
hospital in Bajaur Khaar, 
Mohammad Yusuf Khan, 


said the rocket, mortar and 
rifle fire had been too heavy 
to allow casualties to be 
brought to hospital. 

Some of the heaviest bat- 
tles were going on around 
Nawagai, near the Afghan 
border, and around a com- 
mercial college about two 
kilometres outside Bajaur 
Khaar where militants were 
putting up stiff resistance af- 
ter losing ground earlier. 



Philippine leftist demonstrators march to the 
U.S. embassy carrying an effigy of Unde Sam 
and Philippine President Fidel Ramos to de- 


nounce the upcoming visit of U.S. President 
Bill Clinton in Manila (AFP photo) 


Clinton protesters march in Manila 


MANILA (AP) — Shouting 
"CHnron out” and "Yankees 
go home” 1.000 leftists mar- 
died through Manila Satur- 
day- several hours before 
President Bill Clinton's 
arrival. 

.As they passed through 
university areas, the protes- 
ters — mostly college stu- 
dents — urged people to join 
them. 

At nightfall, they lit tor- 
ches and protested outside 
Malacanang Palace, where 
President Fidel Ramos and 
Mr.- Clinton plan to meet 
Sunday and hold a nationally 
televised news conference. 

The League of Filipino 
Students, which organised 
the demonstration, often pro- 
tests U.N. economic influ- 
ence over their country and 
the- mutual defence treaty, 
which remains in effect de- 
spite the 1992 withdrawal of 
all U.S. forces. 

Calling Mr. Ramos. a for- 
mer military general. ”pup- 
pei.” and "fascist." the stu- 
dents want him to deny U.S. 


forces permission to refuel 
rheir warships and store milit- 
ary supplies here. 

Earlier Saturday. 100 Fili- 
pinos held another protest 
near the Lf.S. embassy to 
urge Mr. Clinton to order a 
cleanup of alleged toxic 
wastes at two former U.S. 
bases in the Philippines. 

Most of the demonstrators 
wore black masks with 
white skulls painted on the 
front. Police stopped them 
from reaching the embassy 
compound but allowed them 
to hold a brief rally. 

Meanwhile, plunging into 
foreign policy after devastat- 
ing election fosses. President 
Clinton flew to the Far East 
Saturday to campaign for free, 
trade and commemorate 1 
World War II victories in the 
Pacific a hair-century ago. 

After a refueling stop in 
Alaska. Mr. Clinton flew 
through the night to Manila 
the first visit bv an American 
president to the Philippines 
since 1775. A state arrival 


ceremony was planned Sun- 
day ar Malacanang Palace. 

In contrast to the swelter- 
ing weather awaiting him in 
Manila, there was a foot (30 
cms) of snow on the ground 
at Elmendorf Air Force Base 
in alaska where the president 
spoke during a refueling scop. 

Urging unity after Republi- 
can captured the House and 
Senate in Tuesday's elections 
for the first time in 40 years. 
Mr. Clinton said: "Let us 
now join together to move 
this countiy forward in rhe 
best American spirit.” 

Still smarting from his poli- 
tical losses, he said "we are in 
the midst of an economic 
recovery that is the envy of 
the world and yet. still, a 
majority of ordinary Amer- 
icans... (are) worried about 
the crime in our streets or the 
stability of their jobs or rhe 
security of their health care 
benefits.” 

in a global economy. Mr. 
Clincon said, "we have to 
fight and struggle for every 
single opportunity we have." 


homeland for the 3.2 million 
minority Tamils in the coun- 
try’s north and east. 

A second round of talks 
was postponed after opposi- 
tion presidential candidate 
Garni ni Dissanayake and 53 
others were killed in an ex- 
plosion triggered by a suicide 
bomber on Oct. 24 at a cam- 
paign rally. 

Police said the Tamil rebels 
were suspects, although the 
rebels denied responsibility 
for the blast. 

She said her mandate had a 
message for everybody. “It is 
a message against political 
violence, against war. 
Whether it be the LTTE or. 
anybody, l think it would be 
in their interest to give heed 
to that message.” 

Mrs. Kumaratunga has 
pledged to abolish the cur- 
rent executive presidency, 
saying the system vests too 
much power in one indi- 
viduals. 

The constitutional change, 
promised by July 1995, would 
enable Mrs. Kumaratunga 
eventually to swap roles with 
her mother, who has indi- 
cated she would like the cere- 
monial position of president. 

Sri Lanka's ethnic war con- 
tinued unabated Friday, a 
day after Mrs. Kumaratunga 
won the presidential election. 

Chirac 
stands down 
as RPR 
leader 

PARIS (AFP) — Jacques 
Chirac resigned Saturday as 
head of his deeply divided 
neo-Ganllist Rally For the 
Republic (RPR) party to pre- 
pare his campaign for French 
presidential elections in 
April-May next year. 

Mr. Chirac told a specially 
convened meeting of the 
RPR leadership that he 
would be replaced during the 
campaign by Alain ' Juppe, 
foreign minister in the con- 
servative coalition govern- 
ment headed by Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Ballad ur. 

a ■ 

m 

Mr. Balladur, an unde- 
clared rival as standard-bear- 
er of the right for next year's 
■presidential poll, was notice- 
ably absent from Saturday's 
meeting, which was due to 
hold a vote of confidence 
effectively endorsing Mr. 
Chirac's candidacy. 

Also absent were Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua, an 
influential figure in the par- 
ty’s rightwing, and Philippe 
Seguin, president of the 
National Assembly who had 
been considered a strong 
Chirac ally. 

The two said in a statement 
released Thursday that they 
would boycott the meeting 
because they disapproved of 
the plan to endorse Mr. Chir- 
ac's candidacy despite con- 
tinuing strong support among 
some RPR members for a 
Balladur presidential bid. 




Newly President Chandrika Kumar- G-PJS. De Silva (left) at the presidential 

attmga (centre) is sworn in before Chief Justice Scretariat in the Sri Lankan capital (AFP) 

Swedish EU supporters nudge ahead 


STOCKHOLM (R) — With 
24 hours to go before Swedes 
are due to vote whether or 
not to take their country into 
the. European Union, politi- 
cians and media went all out 
to push a million uncertain 
voters towards the polling 
booths. 

“Goodnight Europe or 
good morning the world?” 
asked the daily Expressen — 
proud publisher of what it 
called “the final opinion 
poll” Saturday that gave sup- 
porters a tiny lead. 

The Gallup poll showed 49 
per cent would vote “yes” to 
EU entry, 44 per cent “no” 
and the remaining seven per 
cent were undecided. 

Other surveys have found 
an even larger percentage of 
“don't knows”, around 20 
per cent, meaning that up to 
1.3 million of the country's 
6.5 million voters are not sure 
how to respond to the ques- 
tion: “Do you believe 
Sweden should join the'Euro- 
pean Union in line with the 
agreement between Sweden 
and the EU member states?” 

Most newspapers and 
mainstream politicians say 
the answer has to be “yes,” 
but until now they have not 
actively sought votes from 
the undecided for fear of a 
backlash of “no” votes and a 
huge national embarrassment 
that could even bring down 
the government. 

On Saturday, however, the 
establishment seemed to 
throw its caution to ttae chilly 
winter wind. 


In Stockholm's central 
Sergei Square, where public 
rallies and celebrations tradi- 
tionally start, large blue and 
yellow balloons printed with 
the ElTs ring of 12 stars 
bobbed on long wires. 

Sweden’s national colours 
are yellow and blue, the same 
as those used on the union's 
flag. The campaign in the 
capital has not resorted to 
such brash methods before, 
preferring to stick to low- 
level activism in leaflets, car 
stickers and posters. 

In a televised debate Fri- 
day night. Prime Minister 
Ingvar Carlsson , leader of the 
Social Democrat Party, 
teamed up with arch-rival 
conservative leader Carl 
Bildt to argue for a “yes". 

Mr. Carlsson, usually wary 
of -provoking or strengthen- 
ing the anti-EU faction inside 
bis own party, turned up the 
heat on opponents of entry 
when he exploded: “I have 
□ever met such pessimism or 
such weak faith in the poten- 
tial of politics before." 

Newspaper commentaries 
warned of the “Nordic 
tragedy” and “political han- 
gover" that a “no” would 
cause. 

The heavyweight daily 
Dagens Nyheter reminded its 
readers they held not only 
Sweden’s economic and poli- 
tical prospects in their hands, 
but- also the fate of neigh- 
bouring Norway. 

“A yes in Sweden will also 
give a good chance of a yes in 
Norway. Nordic teamwork 


will gain new life within the 
EU,” it wrote. 

Norway is the last of 
Europe's four members-in- 
waiting to hold its referen- 
dum. Its Nov. 28 vote is jikely 
to end in a “no”, according to 
many opinion polls, though 
they also show it could be 
influenced by the decision of 
the Swedes. . 

The governments of Nor- 
way, Sweden, Finland and 
Austria all completed mem- 
bership agreements in March 
this year which allow them to 
become foil members from 
Jan. 1, 1995. 

Austria and Finland voted 
“yes” by dear margins. 

Norwegian opposition to 
EU membership continues to 
rise two weeks ahead of the 
country’s referendum on the 
issue, according to a new poll 
published . Saturday .in the 
Norwegian daily Dagbladet. 

The poll, conducted' by the 
MMI polling institute shows 
48 per cent against mem- 
bership, 29 per cent in favour 
and 23 per cent undedded. 

Compared to a similar poll 
carried out one week ago, the 
“no” vote has increased by 
five per cent, the “yes” vote 
has slipped by two per cent 
and the number of “don't 
knows” has dropped by seven 
per cent. 

The latest poll also asked 
voters how they would vote if 
Sweden voted “yes,” where a 
poll Saturday indicated that 
53 per cent of voters were in 
favour of EU membership 
and 47 per cent against. 


IRA: All weapons use banned since truce 


BELFAST (AFP) — The Ir- 
ish Republican Army (IRA) 
has banned the use of arms 
by its members since Aug. 
31. an IRA statement said 
Saturday. 

“The IRA leadership has 
granted no one permission to 
use arms since Aug. 31,” the 
statement said, referring to 
the day it announced a cease- 
fire in the Northern Ireland 
conflict for Sept. 1. 

“The IRA cessation of 
military operations is a com- 
plete one and covers any use 
of arms." 


The statement was issued 
after a bungled hold-up left 
an Ulster postal worker dead 
Thursday, which police 
blamed on Irish nationalists. 

The Royal Ulster Consta- 
bulary (RUC) in Belfast had 
said hours after the killing 
two “high-ranking Republi- 
can nationalists*' were 
arrested and a third was 
.being sought after Frank 
Kerr, 54. was shot in the head 
at a sorting office in Newry 
near the Irish border early 
Thursday. 

The IRA immediately de- 


nied any responsibility for the 
killing, saying its Sept. 1 ceas- 
efire was still in force. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
Secretary Patrick Mayhew 
said Friday there were 
"reasonable suspicions” over 
the Irish Republican Army's 
role in Thursday's hold-up 
and the theft of a large 
amount of cash. 

The moderate loyalist Uls- 
ter Unionist Party (UUP) 
said Friday it would boycott 
any talks with the IRA's legal 
political wing Sinn Fein, de- 
spite the IRA ceasefire. 


Timor protesters bed down at U.S. embass y in Jakarta 


JAKARTA (R) — East 
Timorese students deman- 
ding U.S. President Bill CEn- 
ton’s support for the release 
of their guerrilla hero in- 
vaded the U.S. embassy com- 
pound Saturday and nine 
hours later settled down for 
the night. 

U.S. officials told them to 
leave by the end of the day, 
but they vowed to stay until 
their demands were met, 
threatening Mr. Clinton with 
some acute political embar- 
rassment when he arrives 
here Sunday for a high profile 
summit. 

Twenty-nine young men 
seeking the release of guerril- 
la chief Xanana Gusmao 
clambered over 2.6 metre (8 
ft)-high spikes into an embas- 
sy parking lot, where they 
squatted nervously on the 
concrete saying they would 
go on hunger strike until they 
met U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

“America is the only su- 
perpower in the world. We 
think the Americans can use 
their influence to save the 
situation in east Timor,” one 
demonstrator shouted. 

Mr. Christopher was here 
for ministerial meetings to 
prepare for the 18-member 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration (APEC) summit 
Tuesday hosted by Indonesia 
President Suharto and to be 
attended by Mr. Clinton and 
a host of heads of govern- 
ment. 

Embassy officials at first 
said the students could stay as 
long as they wished, but three 
hours later ordered them out 
by the end of the day, 

Mr. Christopher, who 
pledged to raise concerns ab- 


out East Timor 'with Indone- 
sian authorities, said the Un- 
ited States would not move 
forcefully against the protes- 
ters. 

“We have no plans to... 
throw them out,” he told 
reporters before rushing to 
Manila to link up with Mr. 
Clinton on his way here. “We 
are dealing with die situation 
with sympathy and under- 
standing, as well as firm- 
ness." 

An embassy official told 
Reuters die Indonesian gov- 
ernment had given assur- 
ances there would be no 
arrests or reprisals if the de- 
monstrators left the com- 
pound, and that these prom- 
ises had been relayed to the 
students. 

“We are hoping they will 
leave voluntarily and peace- 
fully,” said spokeswoman 
Pamela Smith. She said the 
embassy “as a matter of law 
and practice” did not grant 
asylum in Indonesia. . 

The students gave ho sign 
they would back down. 

“We will not leave until 
our demands are met,” said 
one. 

When the tropical night 
fell, some of the protesters 
settled down to sleep. 

They had no food or water 
and an embassy spokes- 
woman said she knew of no 
plans to give them supplies. 
Water is crucial in Indone- 
sia's body-sapping heat. 

Some journalists defied 
police attempts to block them 
and tossed protesters plastic 
bottles of water. 

Several hundreds police , 
some with automatic 
weapons, were positioned 


outside the compound. 

The demonstration was a 
setback for 73-year-old 
Suharto as he prepared to 
welcome leaders of half of 
the world’s peoples. 

He regards the summit as a 
highlight of bis 27 years in 
power and wanted to keep 
Indonesia’s human rights re- 
cord off the agenda of 2,000 
journalists covering the 
event. 

But it was also another 
potential embarrassment for 
Mr. din ton, already reeling 
from a mauling in mid-term 
congressional elections. Hu- 
man rights activists have ac- 
cused him of putting com- 
merce before more huma- 
nitarian concerns. 

Indonesia's rule over the 
former Portuguese colony, 
2,000 kilometres east of 
Jakarta, has become a focus 
for allegations of human 
rights abuses. 

Indonesia invaded East 
Timor in 1975 — a day after a 
visit by U.S. President 
Gerald Ford — and annexed 
it a year later. But its author- 
ity is not recognised by the 
United Nations. 

It has since faced dwin dlin g 
guerrilla resistance and wide- 
spread resentment, especially 
among younger Timorese. 

A statement issued on be- 
half of the students called on 
Mr. Clinton to press for the 
release of Mr. Xanana, 47, 
jailed for life last year after a 
trial dismissed by human 
rights activists as a force. Mr. 
Suharto later reduced the 
sentence to 20 years. 

Mr. Xanana, in an open 
tetter ro the U.S. president 
circulated in Jakarta Friday, 
appealed to Mr. Clinton for 


■ 

help, asking him to raise the 
Timor issue in meetings with 
Mr. Suharto. 

Mr. Christopher Saturday 
said that North Korea could 
aspire, to membership of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration (APEC) forum once 
it cleared doubts over its nuc- 
lear programme and other 
issues. 

“Looking down the road, 
membership of APEC and 
other regional organisations 
is something the North Ko- 
reans can aspire to if their 
isolation ended and their con- 
duct merits that kind of mem- 
bership,” Mr. Christopher 
said. 

He said that a current 
moratorium on admitting 
new countries into APEC, 
which ends in two years] 
would allow the group to 
assess whether Pyongyang 
had made progress in resolv- 
ing other issues like its abuse 
of human rights and support 
for terrorism. 

Mr. Christopher was 
speaking at a news confer- 
ence here at the end of a 
two-day meeting of foreign 
and trade ministers of the 
18-member APEC, whose 
leaders will hold their second 
summit in nearby Bosor 
Tuesday. 

Christopher said that a 
framework accord between 
the U.S. and Pyongyang on 
the nuclear issue was still in 
its early stages. 

“I think that If that is re- 
solved and North Korea 
takes serious other action 
they will begin to draw some 
of thebenefitt of becoming a 
member of the family of Na- 
tions.” he said. 


Marriage lasted 
17% hours 

BONN (AFP) — Germany's 
short est-ever marriage has 
ended after just 17 and a half 
hours, Bild newspaper re- 
ported Friday. That was the 
time it took hairdresser Rat- 
lin, 25, and pub landlord 
Hans- Werner, 33, to go from 
the Registry Office to a di- 
vorce lawyer, the paper said. 
Fists began to fly as soon as 
their wedding night begun. 

Miss World, with 
87 competitors, 
claims record 

SUN CITY. South Africa 
(AFP) — The Miss World 
Pageant claimed a place in 
the Guinness Book of Re- 
cords for the largest number 
of participants in a beauty 
contest when 87 young 
women lined up here Friday 
for a group photograph. The 
previous record, also set 'in 
this northwestern province 
resort two years ago. saw 
contestants almost dropped 
to 86 when Miss Belgium. 
Isle de Meulemeester, 23. fell 
and injured herself in the. 
dressing room before the 
shooting session, the organis- 
ers said. She was eventually 
helped on stage to participate 
in the group snap. 

Liberal 
Democrats 
lose again to 
Literal Democrats 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
centrist Liberal Democrats 
Friday lost their appeal for a 
European parliamentary 
election re-run after com- 
plaining they were robbed by 
a political imposter calling 
himself a “Literal Demo- 
crat.” The election court 
ruled there was nothing un- 
lawful in retired headmaster. 
Richard Huggett calling him- 
self a Literaf Democrat in last 
June's election in the western 
English constituency of De- 
von. The two judges in the 
court ruled: “It is clear that 
the rules do not prohibit 
candidates (whether out of 
spite or a wicked sense of 
ran) from describing them- 
selves in a confusing way or 
indulging in spoiling tactics.” 
Liberal Democrat Adrian 
Sanders polled 74,253 votes, 
just 700 behind Giles 
Chichester, candidate of the 
ruling Conservative Party. 
Hoggett took 10,203 votes 
even though he issued no 
campaign literature. The 
judges dismissed Mr. San- 
ders' petition and declared 
Mr. Chichester duly elected. 

Newborn baby 
survives trash 
compactor 

NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
newborn baby stuffed in 
'towels and plastic with a sock 
crammed in its mouth barely 
escaped death when a build- 
ing supervisor decided not to 
compact trash in the chute 
the baby was thrown down. 
The infant, with 15 cen- 
timetres (six inches) of umbi- 
lical chord still attached, sur- 
vived the drop from one of 
the hatchways in the six-story 
building's garbage chute ear- 
ly Thursday according to 
police, landing in piles of 
garbage below. The child was 
saved from being crushed 
when building superinten- 
dent Caesar De Leon decided 
to hand sort garbage instead- 
of compacting it with the 
machine as he usually does. 
Mr. De Leon said he heard 
faint noises as he picked 
through plastic bottles and 
-food wrappers and pulled out' 
the clump of towels, but he 
was not sure where the 
sounds came from. He tossed 
the bundle and other refuse 
into a garbage bag and 
heaved the load down a flight 
of stairs where other bags 
awaited collection. Then he 

l ! ie noise again. 

I didn t think I had a baby 
here, Mr. De L^on said. *T 
thought it was mavbe a cat.” 
Mr. De Leon cut the bag 

?£S ow * red the child 

and called the authorities. 

personnel reported 
the baby was stiff, blue and 

cold when they arrived, but 
emergency revival proce- 
dures brought the child back.' 
, c h t e baby is m a hospital 

EE! ,n i ood condition. 
Police conducted a door- lo- 
go? 1 . Search for the mother 
but have reported no leads. 

ft*?™ J* Lwn. himself 

atnSSS r K 0t rem ained 

aguaied by the discovery. “I 

See* " M See nf ,i ? 1 in the S ar ‘ 

Da ge, Mr. De Leon said. “It ■ 
makes me nervous. It makes 
Thursday police in 

Araceli a V C ^' f0niia ' char » ed 
Araceh Garcia with killing 

her newborn baby and tos- 

whfrl Jnt a a nei £hbour’s yard 

-f- 3 mau led it. Au- 

m” f harged Garcia. 19, 
^.murder and endangering 

after l° r Pfccmg the baby 

re?/h ,ts bl x, h within lhe dog's 
reach on Nov. 4. 
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U.S. says U.N. arms embargo 
on Bosnia will not be broken 
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Bosnian Serb fi g ht ers patrol through the woods sear the front Hie, some 
(AFP photo) 


Stan south of the western town of Bihac 
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Oyer a million protest against Berlusconi 
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ROME (R) — Huge crowds 
estimated by organisers -at well 
over one mitlion people de-' 
monstrated in central Rome 
Saturday against the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi in one of the 
largest street protests Italy 
has seen. 

Union leaders said up to 
1.5 million people had taken 
to the streets, sending an 
extremely strong signal to 
Mr. Berlusconi, who faces a 
vote of confidence over the 
1995 budget Monday. 

“This is the largest demon- 
sunk® of all times." said 
Sergio d’Antoni. leader of 
the CISL trades union, one of 
three big confederations to 
call the protest. 

National Police Chief Fer- 
nando Masone said his force 
was updating its latest crowd 
estimate of 600.0U0-700.000.- 
It is quite possible that we 
will reach organisers* figure 
of one million. 

Demonstrators from five 
different marches filled three 


of Rome's most historic open 
spaces — the Piaaaa Del 
Popolo, the- Cons Maximus 
and St. John’s Square — to 
capacity. 

The protest took on the 
atmosphere of a carnival, 
with hundreds dressed as 
caricatures of Mr. Berlusconi 
and his allies and many more 
carrying effigies to symbolise 
their complaints. 

A small number of demon- 
strators broke away from the 
main body of the protest to 
hurl abuse at Mr. Berlusconi 
outside the television studios 
of his Fininvest Company. 

Some coins were thrown 
and a stone was hurled at a 
police truck, but no injuries 
were reported. 

Workers, pensioners and 
students had travelled 
through the night in coaches, 
chartered trains and car fer- 
ries to express their anger at 
the government's plans. 

One group of demonstra- 
tors carried large dustbins 
emblazoned with the names 


of Mr. Berlusconi and his two 
big coalition allies — Umber- 
to Bossi, the leader of the 
federalist Northern League, 
and Gianfranco Fini, head of 
the neo-fascist-led national 
alliance. 

Hundreds more carried 
small posters showing a fist 
with its middle finger raised 
over a slogan, “the index of 
appreciation.” 

Mr. Berlusconi's own em- 
ployees took part in the pro- 
test, some travelling over-' 
night by train to join in. 

“We all used to believe in 
him — no longer," said a 
woman who works for Mr. 
Berlusconi's sranda super- 
market chain. She asked not 
to be named. 

“Let's get rid of >BeHosco- 
ni, the new duce.” another 
banner said, calling the prime 
minister by the title of war- 
time fascist dictator Benito 
Mussolini. Helicopters ho- 
vered overhead. 

Protesters from the Pied- 
mont region in the northwest. 


the worst hit by devastating 
floods that killed 64 people 
last week, carried flags and 
banners spattered with mud. 

Police with truncheons and 
crash helmets attached to 
their belts and carrying gas- 
masks in bags slung on their 
shoulders were dotted along 
the routes of the marches. 

Cabinet spokesman 
Giuliano Ferrara said the de- 
monstration, ostensibly called 
to protest against cuts in 
health and pensions spend- 
ing, had become an anti- 
government protest. 

“We respect those who dis- 
agree with us and must take 
their feelings into account,” 
said Mr. Ferrara, a former 
etBtoriaBa;'- with one of Mr. 
Berlusconi’s three national 
television stations. 

“But governments are not 
toppled cabinet rank. 

He defended the govern- 
ment. saying it simply no 
longer had the money to con- 
tinue paying out pensions at 
the rate it was. 


■ ■ ■ ■ 

Violence kills 4 in Bangladesh; strike begins 
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DHAKA (R) — Bang- 
ladesh's capital was virtually 
paralysed by a general strike 
Saturday after four people 
were killed in clashes and by 
a bomb that police said had 
been meant far use during 
the protest. 

Commonwealth envoy Sir 
Ninian Stephen revived a 
stalled attempt to end Bang- 
ladesh’s protracted political 
crisis and held a closed-door 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia 

The strike was called by 
Bangladesh's three largest 


opposition parties to try to 
force M$. Khaleda's govern- 
ment to step down and call 
new elections under a care- 
taker administration. 

Opposition parties have 
boycotted parliament since 
February and staged strikes 
and street protests to press 
their demands, which the rul- 
ing Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) has rejected as 
un consti tutional . 

Opposition activists set off 
dozens of explosions in Dha- 
ka early Saturday as the 
duwn-to-dusk strike began, 
witnesses said. 


Four people were killed 
and many injured in a bomb 
blast and clashes late Friday 
ahead of Saturday's strike. 
Police said no one was hurt in 
Saturday's stonings and 
bombings. 

The deaths on the eve of 
the strike occurred outside 
the capital as opposition par- 
ties prepared to widen the 
stoppage nationwide Sunday, 
police added. 

Three people died when a 
powerful bomb they were 
making, apparently for use 
during the strike, exploded in 
the southeastern town of 


Chandpur. At least five 
others were injured in the 
blast. local officials told re- 
porters. 

Another man was shot 
dead Friday at Narayanganj 
IS kilometres from Dhaka in 
fighting between supporters 
of the BNP and its main 
Awami League rival, police 
said. 

In Dhaka Saturday, a few 
bicycle rickshaws provided 
the only transport with public 
networks a: a standstill. 
Offices, banks, schools and 
businesses were mostly 
dosed. 


Ruling party leads in Mozambique elections 
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- MAPUTO (R) — Vote 
: counting in Mozambique's 
■ first multi-party general elec- 
" dons passed the half-way 
mark Saturday, with Presi- 
dent Joaquim Chissano and 

- ; bis ruling FRELIMO party in 

front of the rival former rebel 
RENAMO movement. 

National Electoral Com- 
mission (CNE) figures 
showed that with about 55 
per cent of ballots counted 

- from the Oct. 27-2« polls. 
■■ Mr. Chissano hud more than 


1.6 million votes to RE- 
NAMO leader Afonso 
Dhiakama's 852.150 in the 
presidential race. 

lrr the battle for the 250- 
scat parliament, RENAMO 
had 911.952 votes compared 
to more than 1.5 million 
votes for FRELIMO, which 
has ruled since 1975 inde- 
pendence from Portugal. 

Results are being declared 
according to returns from 
polling stations rather than 


on a broader provincial tally, 
making a projection on lines 
of known support base more 
difficult. 

But results so far seem to 
confirm RENAMO, once de- 
rided by many Mozambicans 
as a band of terrorists and 
accused by Western govern- 
ments of war-time atrocities, 
as the second most powerful 
political force in the land. 

Most poll analysis predict 
final results would give Mr. 


Chissano a dear victory in 
the presidential race over Mr. 
Dhlakama. But FRELIMO is 
expected to claim only a nar- 
row win in the assembly, 
prompting unease about divi- 
sion after the elections. 

The elections were aimed 
2 t consolidating 1992 peace 
accords between the Mozam- 
bican government and RE- 
NAMO after 16 years of 
brutal civil war in ’ the im- 
poverished southern African 
country. 


Rwandan army kills 
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KIGALI (R) — Rwanda’s 
Tutsi-dominated government 
* an ny has killed 14 Hums in 
the south-west where hostil- 
ity is mounting between the 
country’s new rulers and 
villagers and refugees, 
U.N. officials said Saturday. 

Soldiers are forcibly eva- 
gating refugee camps where 
' . they fear concentrations of 
Hum nrfugees pose a threat 
“Uowing the genocide of ab- 
«it one million Tutsis by die 
Hutu majority under the old 
Hutu government earlier this 
year. 

Sammy Kum Buo, spokes- 
J? 11 ^ 0r the U.N. Assistance 
Mission in Rwanda (UN- 
*MIR), said seven refugees 
*cre killed Thursday when 
Rwanda Patriotic Army 
vRPA) soldiers tried to forc- 
*<y evacuate Musange. a 

S of up to 2,000 Hums 
Of the town of Gikon- 

goro. 

As die soldiers torched the 
. shelters, small arms fire 
■ erupted in the camp, one of 
■ . ?*rjy set up in June as Hums 
the advance of the 
• rebel Rwandan Patriotic 
rront sought safety in a “safe 
tone" set up bv French 
. ttoops who later left. 

"Zairian U.N. troops 


who tried to intervene were 
surrounded by the RPA, but 
there was no exchange of 
fire,” said Mr. Kum Buo. 

In an incident Friday, 
seven people died and at least 
13 were wounded when an 
RPA patrol opened fire in 
Musebeya village. 

UN A MIR said it under- 
stood soldiers first fired into 
the air after stone-throwing 
villagers surrounded them in 
a marketplace, and then shot 
into the crowd when it re- 
fused to disperse. 

Zambian troops later dis- 
armed the patrol and 
escorted them to their base. 

But the aid agency feed the 
children, which was in . 
Musebeya distributing food 
to refugees, said the RPA 
had said it was actiog in self 
defence after a grenade was 
thrown. It described people 
being shot as they fled the 
scene. 

Feed The Children is 
among 13 non-governmental 
organisations which have sus- 
pended tbetr activities in the 
Gikongoro area because of 
the incidents and demanded a 
government explanation. 

U.N. officials say they re- 
ceived daily reports of inci- 
dents in the former French 


protection zone, where rela- 
tions between the mainly 
Tutsi soldiers and Hutu villa- 
gers and refugees appear to 
be at breaking point. 

Four months after the end 
of the civil war, up to 500,000 
Hutu refugees in the south- 
west are refusing to return 
home, many of them con 2 
vinced they will be killed by 
the RPA. 

More than one milli on hut 
refugees are living in camps 
outside Rwanda. 

As frustration and anger 
mount in the camps and rains 
worsen living conditions, the 
refugees are becoming more 
openly hostile to the new 
government army. 

"The RPA lell us that ev- 
ery time they pass a displaced 
persons camp people shout, 
throw stones and even gre- 
nades at them,” said Mr. 
Kum Btio. 

"People are getting move 
daring and more willing to 
provoke. We are seeing a 
disturbing increase in vio- 
lence both in the camps and 
outside.” 

Musange was the fourth 
camp to be targeted for eva- 
cuation by the army. In Octo- 
ber three camps in the 
Kibuye district further to the 
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west were forcibly cleared by 
the RPA. 

UN AMIR says officially it 
is satisfied by assurances 
from the authorities that 
forcible evacuation is not 
government policy but many 
U.N. personnel are con- 
vinced the RPA has launched 
a systematic campaign to raze 
the camps, 

“They seem to be moving 
southwards.” said one officer 
who asked not to be named. 
“The trouble is that if they’re 
just driving the refugees from 
one camp to another it’s not 
going to solve anything.” 

The U.N. has reinforced its 
troop presence in the area in 
a bid to stem the violence. A 
Zambian baxallion recently 
joined Ethiopian, Ghanaian 
and Indian troops in the area. 

But U.N. officials say the 
situation will deteriorate until 
the government can convince 
refugees both inside its bor- 
ders and in Zaire and Tanza- 
nia it is safe to return. 

They say an essential pre- 
requisite is massive bilateral 
aid to allow the government 
to build new houses, pay its 
fractious army and recon- 
struct Rwanda's shattered 
civil serivee, police force and 
judicial system . 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, attempting to 
soothe American allies on 
Bosnia, promised Saturday 
that Washington would not 
break a U.N. embargo by 
supplying weapons to Muslim 
forces. 

A U.S. decision to with- 
draw from the international 
naval blockade enforcing the 
embargo has upset countries 
who have troops serving with 
the United Nations Protec- 
tion Force in Bosnia. 

Mr. Christopher told re- 
porters in Jakarta that the 
United States had no inten- 
tion of supplying weapons to 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment forces. 

President Bill Clinton 
ordered U.S. warships in the 
Adriatic to stop intercepting 
vessels suspected of smug- 
gling aims for the Muslims 
from midnight Saturday. 

“I wouldn’t say it will have 
no effect but I would not say 
it will have a significant effect 
because the arms embargo 
win be enforced by others,” 
Mr. Christopher said. 

He stressed that the United 
States would continue to app- 
ly the embargo to Bosnian 
Serbs, and that the U.S. Air 
Force would remain active in 
the task force enforcing a 
no-fly zone over Bosnia. 

European and other coun- 
tries, which unlike the United 
States have peacekeeping 
troops on the ground in Bos- 
nia, fear that any modifica- 
tion of the U.N. embargo 
would expose the soldiers to 
Serb retaliation. 

The embargo was imposed 
in 1991 in a vain attempt to 
contain conflict as former 
Yugolsavia disintegrated. 

Muslim forces, outgunned 
by their Serb foes throughout 
31 months of fighting, im- . 
proved their battlefield per- 
formance in recent weeks 
thanks to a Sow of contra- 
band light arms. 

But those first gams of the 
war looked in serious danger 
this weekend in northwest 
Bosnia where Bosnia Serb 
Army (BSA) troops have 
'clawed back lost te r ri t or y 
around the Bihqc, pocket. . 

: U.N. spokesman Koos Sol ' 
said the military situation was 
“highly tense and unstable 
with the BSA tightening the 


loop around Bihac.” 

The enclave contains the 
U.N. -guaranteed “safe 
haven” of Bihac town which, 
on this occasion, peacekeep- 
ers and NATO warplanes 
have done nothing to protect 
despite intense Serb shelling 
and appeals by the Bosnian 
government. 

U.N. special envoy 
Yasushi Akashi met Bosnian 
Serb leaders Friday but 
emerged without making 
progress on his goal of tiffing 
a BSA blockade of aid and 
fuel for Muslim enclaves and 
peacekeeping units. 

Despite the lack of U.N. 
response, spokesman Thant 
Mjint-U insisted Mr. Akashi 
was still ready to respond to 
the Serb challenge to the 
peackeepers' evaporating 
credibility. 

“We told die Bosnian Seth 
leaders that we remained 
committed to protecting the 
safe area of Bihac town and 
the immediate area, malting 
it dear a forceful response 
could be expected if dvilians 
in the safe area come under 
threat,” Thant added. 

The Serbs have taunted the 
U.N. by shelling Bihac from 
territory they hold in neigh- 
bouring Croatia where 
peacekeepers have no man- 
date to intervene. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic has vowed to 


disarm Bosnian government 
forces in Bihac which shelters 

180.000 Muslim civilians dep- 
rived of all outside aid since 
June by a Serb blockade. 

Bosnian Defence Minister 
Jadranko Prlic met Croatian 
President Franjo Tndjman 
Saturday and said Bosnia 
would ask Croatia to inter- 
vene in the Bihac fighting to 
help Muslims. 

Meanwhile the German 
news weekly Der Spiegel re- 
ported Saturday that Bosnia’s 
Serbs have been getting mod- 
ern weaponry from Russian 
troops in breach of a United 
Nations arms embargo. 

In an advance release from 
this week’s edition, the maga- 
zine said the Serbs had re- 
ceived 83 122-millimetre 
Howitzers with a range of 15 
kilometres in September 
alone. 

Der Spiegel said ft had 
reliable estimates that some 

4.000 railway wagons of Rus- 
sian weaponry and munitions 
had been diverted to the Bos- 
nian . Serbs. Some Russian 
elite units were missing mod- 
em S-300B anti-aircraft mis- 
siles, it added. 

It quoted the Frankfurt In- 
stitute for Soviet Studies as 
saying that most of the aims 
came from the stocks of the 
Western Army Group, the 
Russian troops who were sta- 
tioned in former East Ger- 


many until the last of them -' 
pulled out in August. 

Their commander, Gener-" 
al Matvei Burlakov, was- 
made a first deputy defence' 
minister after his return to 1 * 
Moscow but was sacked on 1 
Nov. 1. - - 

Over the last 18 months, 
many Russian media articles' 
have detailed what they say is- 
firm evidence that Gen. Bur - 
lakov and the Western Army 1 ' 
Group were involved in 
large-scale arms smuggling." - 

Russia expressed concern" 
Saturday over the unilateral ' 
U.S. decision to stop enforc- " 
mg a U.N. arms embargo on - 
Bosnia, saying it could signal ' 
a general reluctance to work . 
as a team in solving intema : 
denial problems. 

A brief but carefully*' 
worded statement issued by’ 
the Foreign Ministry de^* 
scribed the U.S. decision-, - ' 
announced Friday, as “re-' 
gretfui and worrisome.” 

“What causes concern 
not just the step as such but ' 
rather its general thrust,” tire : 
statement said. 

“For various reasons, in- ' 
-eluding domestic ones, the 
United States appear in^ ' 
creaangly insistent in pushing- - 
•through unilateral decisions ' 
which are not in the 
framework of agreed collec-" 
five action," the statement 
said. : 




S pecia l U.N. . envoy , Yasushi Akashi (left) 
gestures as he answers journalists’ questions 
with E^'up Game (right), vice-president of the 
Bosnian-Croat Federation, in Sarajevo. Both 
men had met earlier with British Lieutenant- 


General Michael Rose, commander of the. 
U.N. forces in Bosnia-Herzegoyina, and Bo^ 
man army commander Rasim Defic, with 
whom they discussed the latest developments 
in Bosnia (AFP photo) , 


Angola: No deal to halt war before ceasefire 


LUANDA (R) — The Ango- 
lan government said Saturday 
it had not agreed to halt 
fighting with UNITA rebels 
ahead of a full ceasefire and 
state radio reported a fierce 
battle in a southern province. 

“It is not true," govern- 
ment spokesman Almediro 
De Conciecao told Reuters 
when asked to comment on 
remarks by a Zambian gov- 
ernment official who said 
Luanda had agreed to stop 
fighting and a de facto cease- 
fire in Angola should follow. 

"We are going to fulfil the 
calendar that has been estab- 
lished,” said Mr. De Con- 
ciecao, apparently referring 
to the planned formal signing 
with UNITA rebels of a 
peace pact on Nov. 15 and a 
ceasefire due to come into 
force two days later. 

The two sides initialled a 
peace agreement in the Zam- 
bian capital Lusaka on Oct. 
31 after 11 months of tough 
talks, but fighting has con- 
tinued. 

Stare radio said fighting 
was taking place near a town 
identified as Masseque in the 
southern province of Cuando 
Cubango Saturday. 

“The war has not stopped. 
Heavy fighting began yester- 
day. Shelling is continuing 
now,” iz said. 

A government offensive on 
the UNITA bastion of 
Huambo has thrown the 
peace process in doubt, with 
the rebel movement saying it 
was not prepared to talk 
peace while it was under 
attack. 

The government said Fri- 
day it had captured Huambo, 
but UNITA Radio said 
Saturday fierce fighting was 
still taking place in the city. 


where the rebel movement's 
leader Jonas Savimbi had his 
headquarters. 

The radio, monitored in 
Sao Tome and Principe, said 
UNITA forces had prevented 
government soldiers from 
reinforcing positions and 
hundreds of troops had been 
killed. 

There was no way of estab- 
lishing the veracity of hte 
differing accounts, but aid 
sources said the government 
appeared to be in control of 
Huambo, including the air- 
port. 

The Zambian government 
official said in Lusaka Satur- 
day he expected the Angolan 
government to stop fighting 
“as a sign of good faith.” 

On Friday, the same offi- 
cial said: "We have said to 
the Angolan government that 


we want a commitment they 
are going to stop the fighting, 
and they have agreed to that, 
so there should be a de facto, 
ceasefire.” 

There was no sign in the 
Zambian capital Lusaka by 
mid-afternoon of a UNITA 
military delegation due in 
from Zaire for talks with 
Luanda government on tech- 
nical details of the planned 
ceasefire. 

■ 

A U.N. official described 
the mood in the Zambian 
capital as one of “quiet 
panic." 

The delegation had been 
due Thursday but delayed its 
departure because of the 
Huambo fighting. 

After feverish diplomatic 
efforts to get peace back on 
track, the meeting was 


switched to Friday and then 
Saturday because of delays in 
flying the UNITA (National 
Union for the Total Indq^ 
pendence of Angola) delega4 
tion from Kinshasa. 

“We have spoken with 
UNTTA's representative at 
the U.N. who_ has been irf 
constant touch 'with Savimbi 
and the question of their de- 
legation arriving in Lusaka is 
definite. Savimbi has reiter-" 
ated that they must pro- 
ceed,” said the official, who. 
asked not to be identified. * 

There has been no word on, 
tbe whereabouts of Savimbi. 
since Friday when an official 
South African source said 
South African intelligence: 
believed he had left Hu am-; 
bo for his old wartime head- 
quarters at Jamba in AngoC 
la’s remote southeast. 
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Children raise their fists during celeb r a t ions of 
Angola *5 independence from Portugal in 
Malange, some 350kms east of Luanda. The 


government troops control the town having:' 
pushed UNITA lOkms out ('AFP photos) 


Fate of Irish government hangs in balance 


«- T 


DUBLIN (R) — The fate of 
the Irish government hung in 
the balance Saturday after a 
row between Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds and his de- 
puty, Dick Spring, w'hich 
could have an impact on a 
peace drive for Northern Ire-, 
land. 

Mr. Spring's parliamentary 
Labour Party, junior partner 
in the two-year-old coalition, 

was doe to bold talks a a Dub- 
lin hotel Sunday to deride 

whether or not to puli out of 
the government in protest at 
the appointment of a new 


high court president. 

Political sources said it was 
too early to predict what the 
outcome of the meeting 
would be but said that it 
would usher in a long period 
of uncertainty. 

Labour ministers walked 
out of the cabinet meeting 
Friday where Attorney- 
General Harry Whelehan 
was appointed president of 
the High Court in what they 
said was a decision on which 
Mr. Reynolds’ Fianna Fail 
party had not consulted 
them. 


Political sources said 
Labour could deride to pull 
out of tbe government, leav- 
ing Mr. Reynolds either to 
call fresh general elections or 
try to push ahead with a 
minority government. 

The row was being closely 
monitored by the British gov- 
ernment because of its likely 
impact on a year-old peace 
drive for Northern Ireland by 
Mr. Reynolds and British 
Prime Minister John Major. 

A collapse of the govern- 
ment or a lengthy period of 
limbo could slow the pace of 


m 

what both men have said is^ 
the best chance of peace for 
decades. 

Labour threatened to pro- 
voke early elections iasr 
month when Mr. Reynolds 
nominated Mr. Whelehan 
but the row was shelved for, 
the sake of government uni- 
rv. 

But it resurfaced in pariia-., ‘ 
mem in angry exchanges over. ■ 
an extradition warrant from 
Northern Ireland for a Nor- 
bertine priest, Brendan. 
Smyth, wanted on child sex 
abuse charges. 
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Renewing bonds of history 


THEIR MAJESTIES King Juan Carlos’ and 
:Queen Sophia’s state visit to Jordan comes at 
a critical juncture in the transformation of 
the Middle East from a region of war and 
conflicts to, hopefully, an oasis of peace and 
prosperity. The peace treaty between Jordan 
and Israel that has just been signed and 
ratified, the prospects of additional break- 
throughs on the Syrian and Lebanese fronts, 
and the promise of a lasting settlement to the 
Palestinian problem are all encouraging and 
positive developments which the world as a 
whole has welcomed with optimism and 
relief. . . 

Against this background King Joan Car- 
los’ talks with' His Majesty King Hussein 
acquire added importance since its timing is 
nothing short of meaningful solidarity with 
what Amman has just celebrated when King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin exchanged documents of ratification 
of the Israeli- Jordanian peace accord Thurs- 
day. 

It is also particularly fitting that the 
Sp anish monarch be the first head of state to 
visit the country in the wake of the comple- 
tion of ah constitutional steps for the treaty 
with Israel since the whole process that 
preceded the past three years of achieve- 
ments was started in Spain. 

. It was perhaps no accident that Madrid 
was chosen as the site of the Middle East 
negotiating process. The parties welcomed 
.then the Spanish offer to host the embryonic 
talks in deep recognition of its stature in 
Europe and its honourable record on all past 
quests for peace In this region. It goes 
without saying that Spain occupies a central 
position in Europe and in the efforts of the 
European Community to become an impor- 
tant region of the worid not only in economic 
matters but also in political, social and 
cultural concerns. The EU is destined to play 
a more crucial role in the future of the 
Middle East especially in the wake of the 
Casablanca Conference that envisaged a 
thriving North African and Middle East 
market. Cooperation between all the 
Mediterranean countries has always been a 
basic component of Spain’s foreign policy, 
and the realisation of Arab-Israeli peace will 
no doubt accelerate the attainment of this 
goal. 

- Special credit for cementing the lasting 
and constructive relations between Spain and 
Jordan goes in particular to the strong bonds 
that exist on the personal level between our 
two monarchs. We take pride in these 
fraternal ties and highly value Spam’s 
friendship and solidarity with us. If history is 
any guide to the future, we trust that Spanish 
ties to Jordan and the Arab World will 
continue to grow and prosper. 



WELCOMING THE Spanish King and Queen in Amman 
Saturday, A1 Ra’i Arabic daily voiced appreciation of 
Madrid's efforts to bring about peace in the Middle East 
region, citing the Madrid conference three years ago as one 
major step that led to the conclusion of the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty. Lauding the political, social, cultural -andT 
economic relations between Jordan and Spain, the daily- 
said that the Arab Worid has always maintained strong ties 
with Madrid, especially as Spain is the closest European 
nation to the Arab region geographically and culturally, 
said the paper. Indeed, said the paper, the Arabs continue 
to look to Spain with deep respect, never forgetting that it 
was the Madrid conference that opened the way for peace 
between Israel and the Arab World. While remembering 
the Madrid peace conference and its effects on the future of 
the Middle East, and as we welcome the King and Queen 
of Spain in Jordan, said the paper, we can only hope that 
rite Royal visit would open the way for further strengthen- 
ing of bilateral ties and for enhancing the cause of peace. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’l daily Saturday said Iraq’s 
recognition of Kuwait's borders serves as the first step 
towards normalising relations between the two neighbour- 
ing countries after years of hostilities. The Iraqi and the 
Kuwaiti people have had strong social and cultural rela- 
tions ever since the creation of the emirate despite the 
political differences between the two governments, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. Paying tribute to Russia for using its 
good offices to bring about Baghdad's recognition of its 
neighbour, the writer said that it is hoped that the Kuwaitis 
will now recognise the Iraqi people's right to life free from 
sanctions, starvation and sickness so that diplomatic ties 
can be established between the two sides on a solid 
foundation. Such a step, he added, is essential for tension 
to disappear and for security and peace to return to the 
Gulf region. 


THE JORDANlAN-lsraeli peace treaty passed through all 
constitutional stages in both countries as of Nov. 9, and 
became operational as an irreversible fact of political life in 
the area. Therefore, anymore arguments for or against the 
treaty will be aimless and unproductive. The only objective 
of further arguments would be to damage the name of 
others or to settle personal accounts, which have nothing to 
do with peace or with the treaty per se. 

The question which is worth discussion from now on is: 
What about the future after peace? What is going to 
happen (forecast)? What should happen (national will)? 
And how to do what ought to be done (planning)? The 
purpose should be to contain the negative points and 
minimise their consequences, and to capitalise on the 
positive points and maximise their impact. 

As far as political expectations are concerned we should 
be realistic. Most likely the treaty did not come up with 
something new except in formalities and legalistic points of 
view. In effect, the peace treaty came as a confirmation of a 
state of affairs which was, to a large extent, already in 
place. 

In the field of economic expectations, we should be more 
moderate and conservative. True, peace is good economi- 
cally and will help to raise the level of economic activity 
and improve the standard of living, but billions of dollars 
are not going to be showered upon us, simply because the 
donors are not ready for such a move. We should admit 
that we do not have specific promises or solid commitments 
to give us grants or even investments. We should not 
complain later on of the unfulfilled promises and unkept 
commitments because we do not have any. When President 
Bill Ginton addressed us through Parliament, he made two 
commitments: The first is to write off American debt, the 


fulfillment of which is dependent on the consent of the 
Congress, and the second is related to a $75 million fund to 
make investments, which is a tiny amount to have any 
tangible effect if it were paid directly to our treasury. 

Tiere is almost nothing to predict in the media and 
information and culture spheres. The Israeli TV and 
broadcasting were always there. Peace may reduce their 
attractiveness as a source of information about Arab 
politicians' scandals. If anything, Israeli propaganda activi- 
ties will become less sensational. Its only asset is the space 
it gives to the other opinion which we can and should listen 
to. As far as culture is concerned, Israel has next to nothing 
to offer and compete. Its language is heavily dependent on 
Arabic, and its intellectual life is dependent on the Western 
civilisation. 

As far as national will is concerned, we have no problem. 
At least 80 per cent of the popular will agrees with the 
official line. This is so by all meaningful measures of the 
public opinion in the street as well as in Parliament. 
Consensus is not necessary in a democracy. The minprity's 
objection to the treaty is not harmful as long as its means 
are legal and nonviolent. So far opposition did not create 
confusion. Basically, the interests of the country are 
well-defined and all parties care about 'the existence and 
well-being of the country and its role. 

Planning for the future is an ongoing process. We should 
be convinced that others will not provide our needs on a 
silver platter. This is not essentially the responsibility of 
America. Europe. Japan. Israel or even the Arab Gulf 
states. Those who will help us are ourselves through hard 
work, perseverance and determination to rise up to the 
challenge and excel. The world will help us only if we help 
ourselves. 
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The one-eyed king of 
real-time news coverage 


LONDON — No president 
or prime minister will ever 
again enjoy what former 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
Robert McNamara remem- 
1 bers as the ’‘six-day cocoon 
! of time and privacy- 
afforded by the absence of 
| television scrutiny” which 
: President Kennedy enjoyed 
,in 1962 as he wrestled with 
the Cuban missile crisis. No 
foreign or defence minister 
can expect to repeat the 
experience of McNamara 
who did not switch on a 
television set once “during 
the whole two weeks of that 
crisis.” 

Indeed, no politician or 
official is today immune 
from the power of real-time 
TV news coverage from 
some far-flung crisis zone to 
, influence poliey-m akin g . 
Yet having interviewed 
more than 100 diplomatic 
and military insiders, I con- 
clude that the influence of 
TV news on foreign policy 
is not as profound as the 
conventional wisdom holds. 
A dose review of the in- 
teractions between the 
media and policy shifts dur- 
ing the crisis in Bosnia, 
Somalia and Rwanda sug- 
gests otherwise. It suggests 
that instantaneous TV im- 
ages of coipses littering 
roads or children on the 
, brink of death from starva- 
’ tion may well-induce policy 
panic, affect a govern- 
ment’s tactics and lead to 
emergency humanitarian 
missions. Bnt they rarely 
affect strategy. 

1 The United States Secret- 
ary of State, Warren Christ-, 
^pher. has directly 
cautioned against over- 
emphasising TV images in 
policy-making, sounding a 
strong note of resistance — 
a note increasingly heard in 
policy circles — against 
being swayed by the image. 
He recently told the U.S. 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee that “television 
i$ a wonderful phenomenon 
and sometimes an instru- 
ment of freedom. But tele- 
vision images cannot be the 
North Star of America’s 
foreign policy.” Rick Inder- 
furth, the Alternate U.S. 
representative to the Un- 
ited Nations, has offered 
arguably the most vivid illu- 


Nik Gowing, the diplomatic editor of Britain's highly 
respected Channel Foot News from Independent Television 
News (ITN), recently spent four months at Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School of Govermnent’s Shorenstein 
Barone Centre on Press, Politics and Public Policy, where, 
be prepared the most empirical analysis to date on the 
influence of TV war coverage on foreign policy. The tide of 
his study, from which the following is adapted, is Rea] Time 
Television Coverage of Armed Conflicts and Diplomatic 
Crises: Does It Pressure or Distort Foreign Policy Decisions? 
-His answer: modi less than most assume. 


ruination of the nature of 
the fickle role of the media. 
“There are many times.” he 
told me, “when there are 
horrific images and there is 
no policy impact. It is very 
difficult to work out and 
anticipate how the ’CNN 
factor' will come into play. 
It is like waking up with a 
big bruise, and you don’t 
know where it came from or 
what hit you.” 

To grasp this new and 
complex interplay of media 
and policy, it is important 
to understand how the new 
technology drives real-time 
news coverage and how the 
relationship plays itself out 
in policy-making. 

Decade of the dish 

We are in the “Decade of 
the Dish.** While the milit- 
ary arsenal contains the 
latest stealth and smart 
technology, the television 
journalist’s arsenal contains 
a lap-top computer, a Mari- 
sat telephone, and a port- 
able up-link satellite dish 
the size of a large umbrella. 

Real-time images are 
those television pictures 
beamed back live by satel- 
lite from a location. Alter- 
natively they may have 
been taped a few minutes 
earlier, or perhaps an hour 
or two beforehand — but 
little more. 

The presence of a satel- 
lite dish has created a new 
grammar and editorial 
agenda for TV news cover- 
age. It is beamed out of a 
war zone virtually instantly 
without the dangerous chal- 
lenge of dispatching video 
cassettes by road, air or sea 
— often through roadb- 
locks and fighting — to a 
distant TV station. As the 


experience of covering 
Lebanon in the 1980s 
showed, such logistics cre- 
ate. both a crude editorial 
filtering effect and a vital 
time delay which means the 
pictures are out of date 
(though still relevant or 
newsworthy) by the time 
they are transmitted. Dur- 
ing the Israeli invasion in 
1982, film often had to be 
driven from Beirut to 
Damascus and put on a 
plane to a transmission 
point. 

The absence of a satellite 
dish usually means signifi- 
cantly less TV coverage of a 
crisis. Often no dish means 
no coverage. On the other 
hand, the presence of a dish 
creates news coverage be- 
cause of a TV news mana- 
ger’s corporate obligation 
to justify made to be occu- 
pied only one person. It is 
used for direct contact be- 
tween a head of state or 
leader and a fragmented 
mass of individuals that no 
longer have any common 
ties. It is the shattering of 
the collective and the 
apotheosis of what has been 
called middle-class indi- 
vidualism. The small screen 
is made for criticism that is 
too insignificant to matter 
in terms of transforming the 
social order. - 

Is this a result of the way 
we use television or rather 
that the image itself is not 
able to convey a certain 
type of message or informa- 
tion? 

There are undoubtedly 
certain things that images 
.cannot convey. The image 
cannot show "humanity" or 
“the proletariat.” It can 
show a worker, a man. In 
general, universal types 
cannot be depicted by an 


image. 

Images cannot portray 
duration, a period of time. 
An image is an instant of 
time. For example, Marcel 
Proust’s “Remembrance of 
Things Past” cannot be 
translated into an image. 

Certain determining poli- 
cies are already implicitly 
included in electronic im- 
ages. The worid is presented 
in a certain way, and thus, 
when turning on the televi- 
sion, one has already made 
an ideological choice. Tele- 
vision itself is an ideology, 
but not the ideology of the 
progressives. As progres- 
sives we take an analytic 
position, we want to break 
down reality so we can 
understand it. Ours is a 
logical, unemotional, pur- 
poseful position, and not 
just a simple recording of 
reality. It is a position pro- 
jecting to the future ana not 
submitting to the present. 
The progressive position 
favours the collective over 
the individual order. The 
left (meaning the rationna- 
listic left) was wrong for not 
taking technological tools 
seriously. We have made 
the big mistake of interna- 
lising a certain traditional 
humanism that sees tools as 
nothing more than an ex- 
tension of the body. 
According to this concept, 
technology has inert and 
neutral means at its dispos- 
al. This isn’t so. Tools are 
never neutral. 

For instance, it is wrong 
to think, of television as a 
sort of radio with images. 
Television is not a trans- 
position of radio, just as 
radio is not a transposition 
of literature. Each form of 
communication presup- 
poses a definition of man. 
Reality is a technical classi- 
fication, and with each 
transmission technology 
modifies human reality it- 
self. Today we are paying 
dearly for the traditional 
indifference we bad toward 
cultural technologies. That 
neglect has had enormous 
political implications, espe- 
cially in Italy. We have re- 
treated and become blind. 
Events now take us by sur- 
prise. 

Afew Perspective Quarterly. 


Clinton setback 
spells for ties 


By Linda Sieg 

Reuter 

TOKYO — A crushing de- 
feat for President Bill Clin- 
ton in U.S. mid-term elec- 
tions spells more uncertain- 
.ty in trade ties with Japan, 
experts here said on 
Wednesday. 

“Certainly there is a view 
that because domestic poli- 
tics will become even more 
difficult for Ginton, he will 
have less time to pressure 
Japan,” a Japanese govern- 
ment official said on 
Wednesday as news trickled 
in that Republicans looked 
set to win control of both 
houses of Congress. 

“But it won’t necessarily 
work that way when it com- 
es to actual negotiations.” 

Republican control of 
both houses of Congress 
would severely hurt Mr. 
Clinton’s presidency and 
could spell two years of 
economic policy gridlock in 
Washington. 

That, some economists in 
Tokyo said, could mean an 
easing of U.S. pressure on 
Japan on the trade front, as 
Mr. Clinton would be 
forced to tum most of bis 
energies to domestic strug- 
gles. 

“Domestic horse-trading 
in Washington will inten- 
sify... and foreign policy in 
general and Japan policy in 
particular are likely to fall 
by the wayside,” said one 
foreign economist. 

Japanese experts were 
less sanguine. 

“Already there had been 
criticism from Congress 
that Ginton's trade policy 
towards Japan has not pro- 
duced results, and that is 
likely to increase,” said 
Kazuaki Harada, chief eco- 
nomist at Sanwa Research 
Institute. “So the Ginton 
administration could take 
an . even more aggressive 
stance." 

“The more the U.S. 
domestic political situation 
gets confused, - the more 
they are likely to get tough 
towards the outside,” said 
diplomat-turned-consultant 
Yukio Okamoto. 

Tokyo has already seen 


Mr. Ginton’s Japan policy 
shift, most recently in a 
somewhat more palatable 
direction. 

Determined to take a 
different tack from his pre- 
decessors, Mr. Clinton 
made dear early on that 
economic issues would not 
take a back seat to the 
security considerations 
which at times in the past 
had led Washington to ease 
up on the trade front. 

In July 1993 he launched 
with great fanfare the bi- 
lateral economic 
framework talks, an 
approach which insisted on 
. concrete, measurable re- 
sults from any trade deals. 

That approach spawned 
months of haggling, as 
Japan dug in its heels and 
refused to accept what it 
feared were numerical 
trade targets which could 
prompt U.S. sanctions if 
not met. 

On Oct. 1 ihe two sides clin- 
ched their first trade pacts 
after 15 months of sparring, 
producing deals on access 
to Japan's government pro- 
curement and insurance 
markets that both sides 
claimed left their principles 
unscathed. 

U.S. officials still talk of 
results, but in recent week* 
have also begun speaking of 
“systemic” or “structural” 
issues like deregulation, 
terms reminiscent of the 
structural impediments in- 
itiative (SII) launched by 
Republican George Bush. 

The shift in emphasis has 
been welcomed by some 
Japanese officials and many 
businessmen as it echoes 
domestic calls to cut 
through the red tape critics 
say strangles economic 
growth. 

At the same time, experts 
said, Japan appears to be 
losing its status as the lin- 
chpin of Washington’s 
Asian trade policy, which is 
turning instead towards 
other dynamic markets in 
the region. “I don't have 
the sense that Japan issues 
are! on anybody's agenda, 
whether Democratic or Re- 
publican.” said a U.S. 
businessman in Tokyo. 
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May o Cli nic to work 
with Arab Centre . 

.To the Editor: 

■ 

WITH REFERENCE to a news item in the Jordan Times 
(Nov. 10-11), concerning the opening of two major 
hospitals by His Majesty the King, we would like to make 
the following comment. 

In a quotation attributed to Dr. Daoud Hanania, the 
name of the Mayo Clinic was brought up as one of possible 
centres of excellence that the Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery is intending to have close affiliation with. 

We. would like to inform you that Dr. Hanania has 
already approached the Mayo Clinic with this regard and 
was informed by the Mayo Clinic, that there was no 
intention by the Mayo Ginic to have such an affiliation 
with the Arab Centre for Heart and Special Surgery as the’ 
Mayo Omic is already committed to the Amman Diagnos- 
tic Clinic and the King Hussein Medical Centre. 

Dr, Hanania’s persistence on mentioning the Mayo Clinic 
in die above mentioned context is considered as unjustified 
insinuations, leading to erronous conclusions bv the 
readers. 

Dr. Jihad Bargbouti, 
Chairman of the Board, 
Amman Diagnostic Clinic. 


Journalist behind bars 

To the Edtccnr: 

^ Nada Hassan AJ-Mowaswes the wife a Mu! 
RahmaD M Emm, A1 Husseini, a “um^w hos 

S'?'?!/"? 0 : 1 *? ek *°“ r h «'P “d assistance 

th« difficult situation and emotional trauma mv fenS? 

«j*c,aliymy two daughters, has been living form^^in 

■ivfojfo ? b ° ? 

local police station requesting him w^enort?! .i?™” i* e 

Later, my husband and' five other * 

sentenced to death and was denied rh* J< ? u / nallsts were 
Ten days later, the cow mdS .he tm^ ’ 0 
Crown Prince of Kuwait Sheikh^ Sa£d^^ W f, en tlW 
visiting Britain where he declared thauthl was 
■commuted to life imprisonment sentence was 

my family^ but I ° f d !L head ° f 

to explain to my two daughters th? whT ° f h ^ g able 
father and what has hamSied^o SL h i ere " al of their 
hurt their feelm^an^S my best not » 

father. ^ & e thcm the h °pe of seeing their 

in-law, ' my old parents- 

and waiting for the day of the 

Nadia Hassan, 

The Jordan limes welcomes letters -i w 
/£s readers on any subject u32? COntributi Ons from 
intended for publication howiJ?? h 1° Letters 

writer’s full name and preferaW v Tdw S/ *° u/cf conIa/n 
can be withheld only ur^ n 35 weU ‘ Names 

circumstances. Letters arembhS under special 
er is not responsible for the return ° ^ inn £- The newspap- 
etu ™ of unused manuscripts. 
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unsure w^ ( 
on setba c ^ 

Is f o r t i e s 


FOLLOWING is the ftiil text of an address given by His Royal 
Highness Ckown Pnne& _ Hassan yesterday to the roundtable 
on ,, The Human Dimension of the Middle East Peace 
Process” 


Perspectives of the peace process 
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LETTERS 
Clinic to work 
4rab Centre 


IT IS my pleasure to par- 
ticipate in the opening of this 
roundtable. Everyone here 
today has taken part, over 
the years, in the Middle 
East’s search for peace. I 
■‘ cannot begin to tell you how 
i- much we have appreciated 
' / your involvement. I myself 
; have spent time with many of 
you in the past, discussing' the 
prospects for peace, and the 
• potential for the future. Now, 
-. that future has arrived; and 

- peace has finally come. 

In three short years, the 
: Middle East has been utterly 
-• transformed. The threshold 
' has been attained and new 
vistas are opening up. The 
PLO and Israel, old adversar- 
ies, are now partners in 
peace-making. Their mutual 
recognition, and the imple- 
mentation of the Palestinian 
autonomy accord, opened 
*C .the way for this transforma- 
if tion — much still needs to be 
■ done. On the Syrian-Israel- 
F track, recent statements from 
both parties indicate an 
:■ acceptance of the necessity 
C for peace, and the pragmatic 
■.>. considerations involved. We 
-hope they and the Lebanon 
> V will find the common ground 
necessarjr to breath the 
■ psychological barriers that 
exist on both sides. And for 
oar pan, we in Jordan have 
our peace. 

between Jordan 
Iadies : and gent- 
historic achieve- 
ment, and one that comes as 
die culmination of a long and 
complex process of negotia- 
tion. However, it is ultimate- 
ly no more than an agree- 
ment between governments. 

\ True peace, it is often said, is 

- .1 peace between people. The 
question we must now 
address is how to bring about 

_ > peace between people at all 
levels. 

Some might say that the 
..." battle is over, that our work 
is done, and that we have* 
. earned the right to relax. But 
we in Jordan know full well 
that our work is only just 
beginning. In this new era of 
peace, the future is whatever, 
we mike of it. We have 'a 
unique opportunity to put 
into Action our visions, to 
take pan in shaping a new 
; Middle East. At this moment 
in history, all of us can play a 
vital role. I for one take heart 

- from the fact that so many of 
you have been able to come 
to Amman for this meeting. 
With this in mind. I would 
like to share with you a few of 
my thoughts on the human 
dimension of peace, and the 
kind of future that we in 
Jordan believe is worth work- 
ing for. 

First of all. the bad news. 



The Arab- Israeli conflict has 
shattered the economies of 
the Middle East. The insta- 
bility it engendered has pre- 
vented real development 
from touching the lives of 
many in our region. Massive 
and constant expenditure on 
arms has wasted our re- 
sources, preventing invest- 
ment in more productive 
areas. This is turn has fos- 
tered addiction to aid on the 
one hand and oil revenues on 
tbe other. The conflict has. 
stunted economic growth and 
undermined international 
confidence. As a result, we 
see a region characterised by 
income disparities, unservice- 
able debt burdens and over- 
' extended public sectors. We 
see widespread poverty, un- 
employment and under- 
developed educational and 
health systems. We do not, in 
.short, see- promising condi- 
tions fop regional stability 
and prosperity, or for human 
development and happiness. 

The economies of the 're- 
gion are certainly capable of 
growth that is rapid, widely 
shared and sustainable. 
Given the material and hu- 
man resources of the Middle 
East, and the interest and 
assistance of the international 
community, I believe that our 
economies will recover, 
bringing great benefits to our 
peoples. But this will require 
time, valuable time which we 
can ill afford to bring home to 
the individual tbe impact of 
peace. Therefore careful 
planning and investment in a 
phased implementation 
approach is necessary. 

It has been estimated that 
in order to improve living 
standards, economic growth 
should be 2-3 per cent higher 
than population growth. For 
our region, this means an 
average growth rate of 5-6 
per cent or more. Naturally, 
we will do ail we can to 
maintain macroeconomic sta- 
bility. and will continue im- 
plementing the kind of legal, 
regulatory, administrative 
and fiscal reforms conducive 
to growth. The private sector 
must have the space to oper-. 
ate freely if domestic and 
foreign investment are to re- 
fresh our jaded economies. 
According to the European 
Union, Jordan is the most 
advanced country in the re- 
gion in implementing market- 
oriented reforms. 

However, to go back to the 
African joke about the much 
criticised IMF. “the patient 
died, but the patient died 
healthy.” 

The Middle East and 
North Africa Economic Sum- 
mit. held last month in 
Casablanca, paved the way 


for a vital partnership be- 
tween government ana pri- 
vate business, as well as be- 
tween states. We are now 
studying the options for 
financial mechanisms, such as 
the establishment of the Re- 
gional Development Bank 
for the Middle East and 
North Africa. Jordan will be 
hosting the follow-up confer- 
ence in spring 1995. We must 
over the next few months, 
prior to this follow-up confer- 
ence develop a firm concept 
for this Regional Develop- 
ment Bank to ensure that it is 
not only regional in name. 

For we know investment in 
development projects that 
serve the region and its peo- 
ples will be absolutely essen- 
tial. We know that such pro- 
jects must be founded upon 
sound concepts, and receive 
the support of international 
financial institutions, govern- 
ments, businesses and multi- 
national corporations alike. 
As a long team goal, we want 
to liberalise and we want to 
dismantle all barriers in the 
region whether in terms of 
trade, investment, labour, 
capital or services. We have 
stated ' that a Middle East 
Free Trade Agreement — a 
MEFTA along the lines of 
NAFTA or EFTA — is our 
objective. Different areas of 
the region are endowed with 
different resources: labour, - 
capital technology and so 
forth. It is difficult to request 
S3 billion for a regional de- 
velopment bank when the 
flight of capital, both govern- 
ment and private sector, out 
6f the region is so high (in the 
range of S100 billion). This 
vision of an open Middle 
East, unshackled from the 
bonds of conflict and free at 
last to play a dynamic and, 
constructive role within the' 
world economy, will be an 
attraction to capital not least 
of all from within the region. 
This has sustained us greatly 
on the path to peace, ana will 
continue to inspire us m the 
future. 

In all of these fields, the 
experience and assistance of 
the international community 
of nations, and the interna- 
tional business community, 
will be indispensable to the 
Middle East. However, the 
region itself mtt5i.play a lead- * 
ing role in its reconstruction. 
We hope that the Amman 
Summit wii be thematic. In 
addition we hope that the 
Regional Economic Develop- 
ment Working Group 
(REDWG1 will hold their 
meeting here in Amman 
prior to' the summit and will 
address a basket of inter- 
related issues, which must 
carry the human dimension. 
We enjoy a rare moment of 
opportunity, during which we 
can identity our priorities, 
and systematically set about 
realising them. 


So what are the priority 
areas, which most directly 
touch human lives in our 
region? I would like to focus 
on population, education* 
employment and income, and 
to outline broad strategies for 
dealing with these issues. 

The combined population 
of the Arab countries was 
estimated at 224 million in 
1990, and is expected to. 
reach about 288 million by 
the end of the century. The 
average population growth 
.rate is 3 per cent. At present 
rates, the Arab countries will 
-double their population in 
only 23 years. As a consequ- 
ence of these dangerously 
high rates of growth, around 
45 per cent of the population 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa is below 15 years old. 

These simple, demographic 
factors have far-reaching im- 
plications which must be 
addressed sooner rather than 
later. The strain on basic 
resources — food, water and 
energy — is increasing ail the 
time. The pressure on social 
services is equally great. We 
look with great interest at tbe 
equivalent of Sarajevo fund 
for Gaza. I am pleased to see 
that U.N. representatives are 
taking steps to develop an 
integrated human dimension 
U.N. approach to address de- 
velopments and improve- 
ments in Gaza. This 
approach must not be local- 
ised. Tbe international com- 
munity's expressions of sym- 
pathy and support for en- 
dangered groups of people 
are commendable but this 
form of selective adoption 
cannot become a substitute 
for a broad approach. Clear- 
ly* governments have a re- 
sponsibility to address this 
fundamental issue. 

If governments genuinely 
set out to limit population 
growth and to ameliorate its 
impact, exercising greal poli- 
tical will and leadership, the 
situation is not beyond hope. 
When we look at *U.N. spon- 
sored conferences and U.N. 
50th anniversary celebrations 
we hope that the human con- 
tent will be evident. Health 
and education initiatives, 
particularly for women, are 
central. (Commending the 
work of Her Royal Highness 
.Princess Basma and the work 
of the NGOs in Jordan in this 
regard). 

I mentioned the impact of 
population on education. But 
education is of itself a priority 
issue for the developing 
world. In 1990, around 70 
million Arabs, or or. 6 per 
cent of the population aged 
15 and above, were still 
illiterate, although the rates 
fluctuate widely throughout 
the region. Recent studies 
confirm the importance of 
education, and particularly 
primary education, for eco- 
nomic and human develop- 


ment. Education will also 
play a role in promoting 
peace, and fostering under- 
standing of national and re- 
gional issues, (Acknow- 
ledged the presence of the 
secretary general of the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference: the region as Middle 
East and North Africa must 
be “inclusive” not “exclu- 
sive", ie to include Iran and 
Turkey. In addition a refer-. 


sure such growth, it is worth 
also considering the issue of 
income disparities. One con- 
sequence ot the Arab-Israeli 
conflict has been the rise of 
disparities both within the 
region, and between the re- 
gion and the developed 
world. The World Bank esti- 
mates that by 2010. seven 
million Israelis will achieve a 
GDP nearly equal to that of 
130 million Arabs in neigh- 


*' ‘People are not solely economic en- 
tities; they are more than instruments 
for producing commodities. Human 
beings must not be seen merely as the 
means of production and prosperity. 
The end towards which all of our 
efforts are focused must surely be the 
quality of human life, and this is 
shaped by intangible as well as mate- 
rial considerations . 99 


cnee was made to tbe difficul- 
ty of defining “region” for 
the proposed Regional De- 
velopment Bank). ; 

I have been involved in the 
reform and improvement of 
the educational system which 
will result in a more skilled 
and productive workforce, 
and may help to tackle the 
issues of poverty alleviation 
and unemployment. Poverty 
has been generally increasing 
in the Middle East since the 
1980s and is unlikely to de- 
crease appreciably in the 
foreseable future. Prevailing 
patterns of development do 
not allow the creation of 
adequate job opportunities 
for the poor. While education 
can contribute to the elimina- 
tion of poverty, it must be 
coupled with the elimination 
of labour market barriers if 
its- full benefits are to be 
realised in terms of increased 
earnings. 

Unemployment rates, 
ladies and gentlemen, in the 
Middle East, which average 
about 20 per cent, pose 
another long-term threat to 
social stability. Given the re- 
gion’s unusual demography, 
the 15-25 age group is vastly 
over-represented among the 
unemployed. While one can 
point to macroeconomic im- 
balances, over-enthusiastic 
government interventions 
and supply side structural 
problems, relatively low in- 
vestment levels play a large 
pari in the phenomenon of 
Middle East unemployment. 
It is estimated that invest- 
ment levels need to increase 
from their current level of 20 
per cent of GDP to about 30 
per cent to generate the kind 
of growth that would provide 
adequate job opportunities^ 

In considering how to en- 


bouring countries. These 
gaps are similar to the gap 
separating Europe and the 
Arab countries south of the 
Mediterranean. Average in- 
come levels are over 512,000 
per capita in Israel, a major 
aid recipient, while that of 
the Mashreq Arabs is no 
more than 5800. Tbe exist- 
ence of such disparities mill-- 
tales against a sustainable 
peace, providing ammunition 
for those who reject it. And 
the main casualty of these 
disparities is, as always, the 
process of human develop- 
ment. 

■ 

In tackling such issues as 
population, education, un- 
employment and income dis- 
parities, my belief is that it 
will be necessary to develop 
an inter-disciplinary perspec- 
tive, rather than concentrat- 
ing on each issue in isolation. 
It will also be necessary to 
develop a regional perspec- 
tive, rather than a country- 
by-country approach. These 
issues are inter-linked, in- 
fluencing one another. They 
respect no boundaries, 
whether conceptual or geog- 
raphical, and cannot there- 
. fore te.dealt with.sepafately. 

In more concrete terms, 
ladies and gentlemen, there is 
no shortage of worthwhile 
proposals. I would like to 
mention the suggestion of 
establishing a Regional Hu- 
man Development Centre. 
Such a centre would serve as 
a forum for policy coordina- 
tion in areas such as educa- 
tion, health, poverty, unem- 
ployment and so forth. It 
would be a source of informa- 



private sector participation 
and collaboration. 

Institutions of that kind 
can make a very solid con- 
tribution to a warm peace 
between people. The post- 
peace era should be characte- 
rised by a fresh outlook that 
can enrich the human com- 
munities in tbe region. This 
will require full coordination 
between all the agencies in- 
volved: U.N. agencies, inter- 
national NGOs and local 
NGOs. I would like to salute 
the work of NGOs in Jordan, 
the occupied territories and 
the region (eg ANERA)]. I 
hope that the proposed Re- 
gional Human Development 
Centre will not be reminis- 
cent of our work in Inde pen- 
dent Commission for Huma- 
nitarian Issues (ICHI) where 
we attempted to lobby for the 
powerless and instead be- 
came the powerless lobby for 
the powerless. It pleases me 
to note in this context that 
Jordanian NGOs are becom- 
ing more prominent within 
Jordanian civil society. As 
part of the long-term process 
of institution building, such 
developments will ultimately 
contribute more to a lasting 
peace than .documents agreed 
by governments. _ 

In all of this, it is important 
to distinguish between ends 
and means. People are not 
solely economic entities: they 
are more than instruments 
for producing commodities. 
Human beings must not be 
seen merely as the means of 
production and prosperity. 
The end towards which' all of 
our efforts are focused must 
surely be the quality of Hu- 


tton, and could help design ■ man life, and this is shaped 
regional projects in the area by intangible as well as mate- 
of human resource develop- rial considerations, 
ment. as well as facilitate For example, when we 


speak of the human dimen- 1 
sion of peace, are we paying; 
enough attention to questions; 
of religion and culture? The- 
Middle East region has been! 
a cross-roads of civilisation.; 
and the birth place of foe 1 
three great monotheistic reli- ' 
gions. In the past five dp-; 
cades, we have hardly been; 
worthy of this legacy. Free- 
access to religious, historical; 
and cultural sites must be; 
ensured. Passage to pilgrim-: ; 
age is a human right. Peace ! 
building has to respect -peo- ; 
pies' spiritual needs. The ; 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- '■ 
ty recognises this and the; 
parties are committed to; 
promoting imer-faith rela- - 
tions between the faiths. . ! 

But again, when we speak ; 
of the human dimension of 
peace, are we considering the ' 
importance of human and 
civil rights of the individual? 
During the conflict, state i 
security was the prime objec- 1 
five of government. In an era 
of peace building, modes of 
governance in this region can 
allow for greater popular par- 
ticipation. The political map 
of the Middle East will Be 
utterly changed by the end of 
the conflict. We must institu- 
tionalise popular pluralism 
and civil involvement. 7 A 
commitment to basic human 
rights, irrespective of ethnio- 
ity, religion, culture and gen- 
der, is likewise crucial. Such 
considerations, intangible, 
unmeasurable by economic 
indices, yet fundamental to 
the quality of life, are the - 
core of the human dimension 
of peae. ; 

We are entering a new erg. 
For the sake of all our fu- 
tures, we must enter it 
together. 

Thank you. _ 
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King, Juan Carlos hold talks 


t i 


’ (Gatined Grom page 1) 

accompanied bv Foreign 
Minister Javier Solana and 
; Minister of State for Foreign 
jTrade Apolonio Ruiz. 

' King Juan- Carlos will stay 
on in Jordan to celebrate 
King Hussein's 59th birthday 
in Aqaba on Monday. 

King Juan Carlos visited 
the tombs of the Late King 
Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein, 
King Talal Ben Abdullah and 
Queen Zein A1 Sharaf. The 
Spanish monarch laid 
wreaths of flowers on the 
tombs. 

He also visited the Mar- 
• i I l ^ ls ' Monument. 

5c# 1*4*11111(1 OH". * tin * Juan Carlos and 
|St Kli 1 1 1 * I i 1 * Queen Sofia were accompa- 

nied by Her Majesty Queen 
. . Noor on a visit to the Jordan 
Valley later in Friday. 

King Juan Carlos and 
1 Queen Sofia were briefed by 
Water and Irrigation Minister 
Saleh Xrshcidat on projects 
carried out in the Valiev over 
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the post 20 years. 

Dr. Irsheidat said he hoped 
that the ■ European Union, 
which has fully supported the 
peace process, would offer 
financial and technical assist- 
ance to Jordan, and voiced 
hope that Spain, which has 
good relations with Jordan 
would contribute to such 
schemes. 

Planning Minister Hish a m 
A1 Khatib also briefed the 
Spanish royal couple on fu- 
ture projects which will be 
carried out to develop the 
Jordan Valley, of which the 
most important will be build- 
ing dams for storing water 
and pumping it to Amman, 
developing the Dead Sea 
beach, digging a canal be- 
tween the Dead Sea and the 
Red Sea and treating the 
Jordan River water for agri- 
cultural uses. 

The Spanish royal couple 
and Queen Noor also visited 
the Dead Sea area and were 
briefed on plans to develop 
it. 
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PNA detains Islamists 
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(Continued from page t) 

Palestinian authority and on 
the other hand what'to give it 
to allow it to stand on its 
own.” Mr. Peres told Israel 
Radio. 

"We must make a supreme 
tffort to allow tbe Palestinian 
authority to provide a reason- 
able subsistence, otherwise 
their support will fall.” he 
said. 

Mr. Peres said it was im- 
ible to fight “kamikazes 
with w e a pon s or intelli- 
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A supreme effort is 
°?cded to allow the Palesti- 
uian Authority to carry out 
economic development in the 
Strip, where more than 
°0O|OOO people live in dread- 
™ conditions." Mr. Peres 

, improvement of eco- 

. ■ .AOinic conditions will help to 
re< hce the people’s support 


for tbe terrorists," he added. 

Mr. Peres ruled out any 
major army operation in the 
Strip. “The problem is above 
all to gather the maximum 
amount of intelligence to 
arrest those responsible for 
suicide attacks before they 
happen,” he said. 

Israel should also “demand 
that Palestinian security ser- 
vices do all they can do 
obtain this information, be- 
cause we are dealing with 
increasingly dangerous ter- 
rorist organisations." 

The Jihad said the blast 
was in revenge for the killing 
of one of its leaders, Hani 
Abed, 10 days ago in a car- 
bomb blast. All Palestinian 
factions blamed Israel for 
Abed’s death. 

But Mr. Peres refused to 
comment on the alleged 
Israeli involvement in the 
car-bombing in the Ga 2 a 

Strip. 


Confrontation could spark strife 

(Continued from page 1) 


already an understanding 
between Mr. Arafat and 
Hamas for the latter to 
cany out attacks against 
Israel inside the auton- 
omous areas. 

Obviously Mr. Arafat 
did not get such a commit- 
ment ot an understanding 
from Islamic Jihad, which 
even went further in 
embarrassing the Palesti- 
nian leader by staging a 
large demonstration on Fri- 
day to announce and cele- 
brate the attack. 

Islamic Jihad was 
apparently convinced that 
it had evidence that Israel 
used local collaborators to 
plant the bomb on Abed's 
car. It had already called 
on the PNA to track down 
these collaborators, some- 
thing that Mr. Arafat is 
prohibited from doing. Tbe 
Cairo agreement with 
Israel stipulates that the 
PNA guarantee the safety 
of collaborators. 

On Friday, there were 
widespread reports in Gaza 
that Islamic Jihad has 
already lolled a collabor- 
ator and the Palestinian 
security conld not even 
move against the move- 
ment for fear of sparking 
riots. 

The Jordan Times talked 
to eyewitnesses who said 
they saw the family of the 
killed collaborator attack- 
ing the Shifa Hospital Fri- 
day morning to retrieve the 
body. 

Islamic Jihad activists, a 
few days before Abed's 
assassination, including 
Abed himself in his office, 
expected Israel to wage an 
annihilation war againsr 
mem and Hamas. Conse- 
quently, Islamic Jihad 
might have decided to send 
another message to Israel 
warning it that it will hit 
back. 

But Islamic Jihad has 
chosen a military as 


opposed io a purely civilian 
target and one that is seen 
by Gazans as a symbol of 
continuous Israeli control 
of Gaza in spite of the 
presence of the Palestinian 
authority. 

The Netzarim checkpoint 
is a constant reminder of . 
Israeli occupation and set- 
tlements since it is located 
between Rafah and Khan 
Youni5. All Palestinians 
travelling between Gaza to 
Rafah are stopped by 
Israeli soldiers. 

The Netzarim poinr has 
witnessed many incidents 
in tbe past months starting 
from Israeli settlers shoot- 
ing at the car of Samai Abu 
Samahadaneh, a prominent 
local Fateh leader, in July, 
and numerous Israeli 
checking of cars and 
attempts to confiscate 
weapons from Palestinian 
security men in mufti. The 
Israelis also arrested a 
Palestinian activist of the 
opposition Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) at Ner- 
zazirn two months ago as be 
was returning from Gaza 
onti evening. 

Consequently, the inci- 
dent could be used by tbe 
PNA negotiators to push 
for the removal of settle- 
ments although most prob- 
ably, as many Gazans fear, 
the' Israelis will successfully 
impose new security 
arrangements. 

In the meantime, Gaza 
will have to gp through 
tense days and nights, with 
hopes thar the situation will 
not evolve into a confronta- 
tion. 

As m similar situations in 
the past, Gazans are grip- 
ped by tension borne of 
fear of avil infighting and 
an Israeli return to the 
Snip and resenzment of tbe 
widely perceived role of the 
PNA as an agent for Israeli 
occupation. 

Gazans would note bit- 
terly that foe Palestinian 


security forces hardly 
moved to investigate the 
■Abed assassination, and for 
tbe first 24 hours, no senior 
PNA official or security 
officer turned up at the 
Abed family residence to 
pay condolences or even to 
ask questions. 

Many Gazans contrasted 
such behaviour to the 
Hamas abduction of an 
Israeli soldier last month. 
Gazans recall the extensive 
bouse searches, interroga- 
tions, arrests and the many 
checkpoints that were 
erected everywhere follow- 
ing the kidnap. 

"Gaza looked as if it was 
under a heavy military cur- 
few,” a young local Fateh 
activist told the Jordan 
Times soon after the failed 
Israeli attempt to save the 
kidnapped soldier. 

What many Gazans con- 
cluded after the Abed 
assassination was that the 
Palestinian security forces 
(fid not feel as responsible 
or perhaps capable to do 
much at that point to find 
the killers. 

Thus, by the time Mr. 
Arafat returned to Gaza 
from Casablanca after a 
short stop over in Cairo, 
emotions were running 
high among Gazans, Islam- 
ists in particular. 

It is not clear yet if the 
negative reception that Mr. 
Arafat had never been 
faced with before in his 
history as the PLO leader 
had registered as an ex- 
pression of protest — as it 
really was — or if Arafat 
advisors have convinced 
• him that it was a gang of 
irresponsible elements as 
the Palestinian press called 
the angry mourners. 

Analysts and even some 
PNA officials believe that 
Mr. Arafat is heading to- 
wards a disaster if he did 
not take the protest of the 
manners as a serious warn- 
ing of what to come. In 
both cases, however, Mr. 
Arafat will be faced again 
and again with the catch 22 


situation in which the 
Cairo agreement has 
placed the PNA. Accord- 
ing to the terms of the 
Cairo agreement, the PNA 
is responsible for stopping 
attacks against Israeli set- 
tlements but the PNA does 
not have much power to 
protect the Palestinians. 

The awkward equation 
of foe Cairo agreement, 
according to Palestinian 
analyst Ghassan A1 Khatib, 
has created “a recipe for' 
civil war.” Events in the 
last months indicate that 
Mr. Arafat will have to 
continue to walk a tight 
rope between averting a 
civil war and appeasing foe 
Israelis — unless he is 
forced to make a choice. 

Roundtable on 

h uman 

dimension 


(Continued from page 1) 

It is also foe first major 
event organised by the Insti- 
tute of Diplomacy, whose ex- 
ecutive head is Dr. Mazen 
Annouti. 

Among the participants in 
foe meeting are Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
General Secretary Hamid 
Algabid, World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) Director- 
General Hiroshi Najakima, 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
Commissioner-General liter 
Turkmen, foe head of the 
International Organisation 
for Migration, former Au- 
stralian Prime Minister Mal- 
colm Fraser, who also heads 
foe non-governmental orga- 
nisation Care, former U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
and Middle East expert 
Richard Murphy, and senior 
officials from various United 
Nations agencies as well as 
international and regional 
organtsations. 

The working session of the 
roundtable was closed to foe 
press. 


Victoria Rialp, area repre- 
sentative of tbe United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund, who 
served as rapporteur of 
Saturday’s first working ses- 
sion of the roundtable, 
briefed the press Saturday 
evening on what had transpir- 
red during foe day’s meet- 
ings. 

Ms. Rialp said there 
appeared to be a consensus 
that peace is meant for foe 
people and that investment 
means investment in the hu- 
man being. 

Ms. Rialp underlined foe 
key points raised by the 
speakers of foe day. 

She quoted Dr. Nakajima 
of WHO as emphasising that 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess required an organised 
and systematic approach with 
equitable development. This 
should be more easily facili- 
tated by foe freeing of re- 
sources formerly channelled 
into military expenditure. 

Dr. Nakajima also spoke 
of foe necessity for “health 
for all" and pointed to cur- 
rent efforts exerted by WHO 
in the West B ank and Gaza in 
establishing health care facili- 
ties and acquiring financial 
aid for foe Palestine self-rule 
authority in Gaza and 
Jericho. 

Connie Peck, coordinator 
of Fellowship Programme in 
Peacemaking and Preventive 
Diplomacy, stressed the need 
to prevent conflicts which, 
she believes, evolve from foe 
violation of basic human 
needs. 

Dr. Peck explained how 
societies become entrapped 
in a “conflict cycle” leading 
to conflict escalation. She re- 
commended that policymak- 
ers should adopt ways of de- 
escalation and should focus 
on problem-solving methods, 
including recognising the 
needs of both parties and 
finding a balance between 
them. 

Dr. Algabid of foe OIC 
told tbe gathering that the 
essence of foe Middle East 
problem was foe Palestinian 
question. The Pales tinian 


people, he said, had become 
refugees and until this issue 
was dealt with, a just and 
comprehensive peace had yet : 
to be achieved. 

Dr. Algabid added that fdT 
such a peace to exist in this 
region Israel must withdraw 
all its forces from occupied 
Palestine, including Jeru- 
salem, and from other occu- 
pie d Ar ab land. 

Ms. Rialp also highlighted . 
the areas of significance a$ ; 
addressed by Senator Kamei ; 
Abu Jaber, a former foreign - 
minis ter of Jordan who led ! 
foe Jordanian delegation to ; 
foe international conference ■ 
in Madrid where Arab-Israeli • 
peace talks were launched in 1 
October 1991. ; 

Dr. Abn Jaber spoke of foe ; 
trauma suffered by Jorda- ! 
nians, Palestinians and ! 
Israelis alike and the cha!~ ; 
lenge this poses to those ' 
addressing foe situation. . 1 

In conclusion Dr. Abu Ja- ; 
ber said that peace being 
alien to this region necessi- ■ 
taxed the convening of ! 
national debates to discuss ; 
foe meaning of peace, analy- ; 
sc the views of foe rejection- ! 
ists and to reaffirm foe ina- | 
portance of stability and the ; 
importance of the indj- ^ 
viduaTs role in maintaining. I 
that stability. . , ; 

The roundtable continue^ 1 
today. > i 
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■ ■ 

tbe wisdom of these proce-s ; 
dares since they can only ; 
offend the people and create ■ 
unnecessary tension. . ; 

“In its quest to prevent ; 
‘problems’, foe government ■ 
is creating problems," said ! 
Mustafa Hamarneh, director ; 
of foe Centre for Strategic • 
Studies at the University of ! 
Jordan. 

In light of obvious support ' 
the treaty has, he said, there 
was no need for the proee- ! 
dures the government has. ' 
adopted. 
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Kuwait plans big 25 % 
spending cuts on projects 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
Saturday announced plans 
for a 25 per cent cut in 
spending on construction and 
other projects in which 
analysts saw as an attempt to 
reduce the budget deficit and 
pay new costs arising from 
recent tension with Iraq. 

- Finance Minister Nasser AJ 
Rodhan, outlining what 
could be a big setback for 
foreign contractors, said he 
had asked the cabinet to 
approve the cuts for the cur- 
rent 1994/1995 fiscal year and 
said they had been made 
necessary by urgent spending 
needs. 

He declined to elaborate 
when asked if he was refer- 
ring to the hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars Kuwait is due 
to pay for allied support fol- 
lowing Iraq's border buildup 
in October. 

* He also announced Kuwait 
would repay on schedule a 
S5.5 billion loan — at that 
time the largest ever made to 
a- sovereign state — agreed 
with international commer- 
cial banks after the 1991 Gulf 
war to meet emergency re- 
construction costs. 

. Sheikh Rodhan declined to 
give a figure for the expendi- 
ture cuts or say whether they 
would affect the crucial oil 
sector, source of 90 per cent 
of export earnings, but said 
no contracts that had already 
been signed would be 
affected. 

’.Oil Minister Abdul 
Mphsen Al Mudej told Reu- 
ters last month that there 
would be no cuts in develop- 
ment spending on oil. 

“I don't think they will cut 
oil work. That would be 
short-sighted, kind of like 
killing the goose that lays the 



Nasser Al Rodhan 

golden egg. All the oil pro- 
jects they have on the board 
are money earners," a West- 
ern oil expert. 

"The cuts could be (related 
to allied military support), 
but the government also 
wants to get rationalise 
spending and get it in line 
with revenue. This has been 
done this year by other Gulf 
states like Saudi Arabia, 
which made a 20 per cent 
across the board reduction,” 
said Amer Al Tamimi, chair- 
man of the Kuwaiti Econom- 
ists' Society. 

Kuwait has been consider- 
ing cutting spending a raising 
revenue to meet part of the 
cost of deploying Western 
and Arab forces that coun- 
tered Iraq’s 10-day border 
buildup. 

"That (cut) is the subject 
of a letter from the finamy 
minister to the cabinet to cut 
some of the expenditure 
^allocations) by 25 per cent,” 
Sheikh Rodhan said by tele- 
phone. 

"The nature of these ex- 


penditure allocations means 
there will be no' affect on the 
level of the services the state 
provides. The cot Krill be in 
allocations for (construction) 
projects where contracts have 
not yet been signed," be said. 

He added cuts would also 
be made in equipment pro- 
curement and "miscellaneous 
expenses" — a part of the 
budget that has sometimes 
been used in part for defence 
expenses. 

“The cut aims at meeting 
urgent expenditure,’* he 
added. 

Diplomats had expected 
more than $700 million in 
major oil sector work alone 
to be awarded in the coming 
months. 

"Expenditure shall be 
directed in a special way. The 
aim of this cut is keeping the 
budget as it is," Sheikh 
Rodhan said, indicating he 
wished to control expendi- 
ture and a projected 1994/95 
budget deficit of 1.502 billion 
dinars ($5 billion). 

Sheikh Rodhan added 
Kuwait would pay its jumbo 
loan on time, dispelling spe- 
culation the emirate might 
reschedule. 

"The decision of the board 
of directors (of the Kuwait 
Investment Authority or 
KIA) puits an end to all that 
has been said,'* Sheikh 
Rodhan said. The KIA, 
which Sheikh Rodhan chairs, 
manages the country’s exter- 
nal debt. 

Kuwait in June 1995 is due- 
to replay the first $2,357 bil- 
lion instalment of principal 
on a $5.5 billion loan signed 
with international banks on 
Dec. 12, 1991 to help fund 
emergency spending on post- 
Gtilf war reconstruction. 


Experts say Egypt faces catastrophe if pound not devalued 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’ 
will face a catastrophe if it 
fails to fulfil demands by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to devalue the Egyp- 
tian pound, according to 
Western economic experts. 

Egypt and the IMF re- 
sumed talks here Tuesday, 
during a visit by IMF Deputy 
Executive Director Stanley 
Fisher. Discussions had been 
deadlocked since IMF Direc- 
tor General Michel Camdes- 
sus visited Cairo on the side- 
lines of the U.N. World 
Population Conference. 

“Fundamental differences, 
remain, especially concerning 
the exchange rate," said one 
senior official who asked not 
to be named. An IMF mis- 
sion is due to visit Cairo, but 
no date has been set. 


In July the IMF refused to 
give the' green light to write 
off $4 billion ofe debt, which 
the Paris Cub of public credi- 
tors had called for. The IMF 
was dissatisfied with Egypt’s 
implementation of reforms 
stipulated by an accord 
signed in 1991. 

According to one Western 
economic expert, the IMF is 
proposing an immediate 20 to 
25 per cent devaluation of the 
Egyptian pound or a progres- 
sive devaluation over 12 to IS 
months. 

"A devaluation is neces- 
sary,” the expert said. 
"Apart from oil, Egypt is 
exporting less than it did 10 
years ago in real terms. It is a 
unique case.” 

Egypt’s real competitive- 
ness has decreased by 25 to 


40 per cent 1991, he said, 
citing a joint IMF-Egyptian 
central bank study completed 
in August. 

“The portion of non-oil 
exports in the gross domestic 
product represents barely 
more than four per cent, 
compared with six per cent in 
2987-88,* the expert said. 

In 1991, the IMF forecast 
that non-oil exports would 
reach $2.98 billion for fiscal 
1993-94. But in fact they will 
only reach $1.61 billion — 
less than when the reforms 
started in 1990-91 , when they 
represented $1.98 billion. 

'‘Apart from oil, Egypt 
does not export much more 
than Syria, whose total gross 
domestic product is a quarter 
of Egypt's, and it exports half 
as much as Tunisia and 10 


times less than Turkey," the 
expert said. 

In relation to the increase 
in the valne of the Egyptian 
pound, non-oil exports have 
dropped by 21 per cent over 
the past three years. 

■ 

According to the expert, 
the pound increased in value 
against the dollar by $3.5 per 
cent in real terms in the past 
year, and by 21.6 per cent 
between June 1991 and June 
1994. The Egyptian pound 
currently trades at 339 to the 
dollar. 

The expert said the in- 
crease was due to the rise in 
interest rates in real terms. 
The rate for three-month 
treasury bonds stood at 3.94 
per cent in July, compared 
with 2.8 per cent in July 1993. 


"Interest rates have never 
been so high before. They are 
burdening the real economy 
for the sake of the financial 
sector," the expert said. 
“Egypt is dong serious harm 
to % credit abroad and an 
accord with the IMF would 
enable it to put its iamge 
right." 

This year, direct invest- 
ment will amount to less than 
$400 million — half the 
amount invested in Chile and 
one-sixth of the investments 
in Indonesia. 

“The Chilean president. 
General Augusto Pinochet, 
said in 1981 he would rather 
cut off one arm than devalue. 
But later he did devalue, and 
he still has both his arms," 
the expert joked. 


■ 

Vatican expects $22.4m 
deficit next year 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) — 
The Vatican budget is ex- 
pected to be in the red by 
$22.36 million next year, 
U.S. Cardinal Edmund Szo- 
ka announced here Friday in 
presenting the 1995 budget. 

The equivalent of a finance 
minister, the cardinal noted 
that last year, for the first 
time in two decades, the 
Vatican had managed to turn 
in a surplus, of $1.5 million, 
thanks to favourable monet- 
ary changes, but no such fluc- 
tuations are expected for 
1995. 

The final deficit or surplus 
for this year will not be 
known until next spring. 

Cardinal Szoka said he was 
satisfied with the forecasts for 
next year, in view of the fact 
that the deficit in 1991 had hit 

$63 million. 

■ 

The consolidated budget is 


for 49 entities of the Roman 
Curia grouped into six admi- 
nistrations. The cardinal said 
it was almost impossible to 
predict receipts for next year 
with reasonable accuracy, 
"since they come from 

sources we do not control." 

■ 

As to the Vatican’s finan- 
cial activity, he said it was 
connected "with market 
forces that are difficult to 
foresee, and which may 
change during the year”. Part 
of the Holy See's securities 
are foreign and hence are 
affected by exchange rate 
fluctuations, he noted. 

m 

Forecasts for receipts next 
year amount to $35.6 million, 
against $57.2 miliion in 1993. 
Receipts next year from the 
property - sector are put at 
$15.2 million against $14 mil- 
lion last year. 
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U.S. Republican Senator Helms 

vows to slash foreign aid 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Far-right Republican Senator 
Jesse Helms says he will slash 
foreign aid when he takes 
over the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee in January 
after his party's landslide vic- 
tory in the congressional elec- 
tions. 

The 73-year-old firebrand 
from North Carolina also told 
reporters that he would strive 
to reduce U.S. contributions 
to the United Nations, which 
he called "that nemesis of 
millions of Americans. 

Mr. Helms and otheT Re- 
publican lawmakers, who for 
the first time in 4Q years will 
control both houses of Con- 
gress after their stunning vic- 
tory over the Democrats in 
Tuesday's mid-term elec- 
tions, laid out their plans for 


Pyongyang 
again rebuffs 
S . Korean 
overtures 

TOKYO (R) — North Korea 
Saturday underscored its re- 
jection of recent South Ko- 
rean appeals for economic 
cooperation between the two 
rival states. 

Calls by South Korean 
President Kim Young-Sam 
for closer economic ties 
merely "recognised the deba- 
cle of his treacherous con- 
frontation policy against the 
North and it contains nothing 
concrete or new and is not 
worth a passing note/* said 
Pyongyang's official media, 
monitored in Tokyo. 

The reports, carried by 
Pyongyang's Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA), said 
Mr. Kim’s proposed lifting of 
a two-year freeze on North- 
South contacts "is intended 
for a propaganda effect.” 

It was the second time in 
two days that isolated and 
impoverished North Korea 
has snubbed Mr. Kim's calls 
to open up economic ties. 


Russian economic ‘ troika 9 promises stabilisation 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
new economic "troika" led 
by liberal First Deputy Pre- 
mier Alexander Chubais 
promised Friday to make 
1995 a year of financial stabi- 
lisation and reform. 

In his first news conference 
following a cabinet reshuffle, 
the youthful Chubais, prom- 
oted* last week from the post tough target to bring down 
of privatisation minister, said monthly inflation to one per 


Vladimir Panskov and Eco- 
nomics Minister Yevgeny 
Yasin at the news conference 
held to outline government 
economic policies. 

The three stressed unity in 
the cabinet over the need for 
tough deflationary policies. 

Top Kremlin officials have 
questioned the government's 
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the second stage of reforms 
would start in 1995 with the 
blessing of President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

“The main task of the gov- 
ernment is to ensure a break- 
through towards stabilisation 
in the economy, financial 
areas and all other sectors," 
Mr. Chubais said. 

"I’ye met President Boris 
Yeltsin and he is in favour of 
implementing the next stage 
of reform. We must work to 
ensure a turnaround towards 
economic development, im- 
prove the living standards of 
our people and promote pri- 
vate investments,” he 
pointed out. 

Mr. Chubais was flanked 
by the new Finance Minister 


cent by the end of next year 
compared to October's 15 per 
cent — a central feature of 
the draft austerity budget for 

Mr. Yeltsin's economic 
aide Alexander Livshits said 
this week that plans to cut 
inflation to Western levels 
were unrealistic. 

But Mr. Chubais said: “I 
do not support attempts to pit 
economic experts of the gov- 
ernment against economic 
experts of the president. All 
changes in the Russian gov- 
ernment are not only 
approved but also analysed 
by the presidential adminis- 
tration.” 

Mr. Yasin added: "Our 
common position as the gov- 



. Yevgeny Yasin 
• 

emment is tough. We want to 
stick to the main principles of 
the budget. Inflationary ex- 
pectations are on the de- 
crease. This will be rein- 
forced as a result of tough 
monetary policies." 

Mr. Yasin said macro- 
economic stabilisation and 
the creation of a favourable 


investment climate were eco- 
nomic policy priorities. 

Mr. Panskov added: “The 
government has been estab- 
lished and revised in order to 
create a unified policy.” 

The promotion of Mr. 
Chubais was hailed by free- 
marketeers. But bankers say 
his responsibilities are spread 
rather thin. 

Mr. Chubais, who as priva- 
tisation minister almost 
single-handedly managed the 
biggest sell-off campaign in 
history, said he would be in 
charge of reforms. 

But bankers say the jury is 
still out on the government's 
reformist credentials after the 
promotion of conservative 
Foreign Trade Minister Oleg 1 
Davydov to deputy premier 
and the recent naming of a 
not-so-Uberal agriculture 
minister. 

Mr. Davydov, who has 
been named chief debt nego- 
tiator, caused alarm among 
international financiers ear- 
lier this year when he sug- 
gested Russia should not pay 
part of its foreign debts. 

Bankers say recent Cabinet 


shake-ups have strengthened 
Mr. Yeltsin's hand in econo- 
mic management. Both Mr. 
.Panskov and Mr. Yasin were 
plucked from Mr. Yeltsin’s 
administration. Yet bankers 
say it is unclear which direc- 
tion the president intends to 
move in. 

Some fear Mr. Yeltsin, 
with an eye to presidential 
and parliamentary elections 
due in the next two years, 
may be seeking to appease 
conservative and nationalist 
opposition. 

The coming weeks will 
probably see a bitter struggle 
between the government and 
parliament over the 1995 
budget. 

The State Duma, or lower 
house of parliament, opposes 
a draft budget which calls for 
tight spending controls to re- 
duce the budget deficit. 

Mr. Chubais and Mr. Pans- 
kov vowed the government 
would not give ground. “Cer- 
tain amendments may be 
made (in the budget), but we 
will not change the main 
direction of government poli- 
cy," Mr. Chubais said. 
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“Can’t you just give me a nice foot 
massage without saying something 
gross about each little piggy?” 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one-letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TUMOH 
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MADE HIM THIS. 

How arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; HYENA METAL HICCUP DISCUS 

Answer TMs can rescue e meal when efl else (ails — 
SALT, IN A PINCH 


the future. 

Slated to take over Demo- 
crat Claiborne Pell’s job in 
the Senate in January, Mr. 
Helms sent shudders down 
the spine of moderate and 
liberal politicians in Washing- . 
ton. 

In announcing plans to cut 
foreign aid, he criticised the 
currenty programme for 
spending "an estimated $2 
trillion of the American tax- 
jsayers' money, much of it 
going down foreign rat 
holes." 

Mr. Helms apparently was 
referring to the total foreign 
aid spent since Democrats 
have controlled the Con- 
gress, which last year 
approved $12 billion, most of 
it for Israel, Egypt and Rus- 
sia. 

■ 

Mr. Helms, who was a 
radio announcer before be 
was elected senator 20 years 
ago, also said he would reas- 
sess the State Department's 
reliance on the United Na- 
tions to set foreign policy. 

The Republicans who 
swept to victory in the U.S. 
elections have promised to 


slash taxes and eliminate the 

budget deficit. 

"Now that they have the 

power they have got to exer- 
cise some leadership respon- 
sibility in this country.” a 
disappointed White House 
Chief of Staff Leon Panetta, 
a Democrat, said. 

Armed with a “contract 
with America" that was 
signed by 330 Republican 
candidates, Mr. Gingrich said 
he was willing to made dear 
his first priority was fulfilling 
his party's promises. 

"Our first obligation as a 
party in the House is going to 
be to actually honour the 
contract," Mr. Gingrich said. 
“We have an obligation to 
keep our word." 

The contract — which was 
denounced by Mr. Clinton 
and the Democrats during 
the campaign as voodoo eco- 
nomics and a return to the 
bloated defidts of the 1980s 
— promises a constitutional 
amendment to balance the 
budget, higher defence 
spending and cuts in several 
taxes, including capital gains. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY NOVEMBER 13, 1994 
By Thomas S. Pierson, AsUotoger.'CanuB Rightar Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Make «a early deefakm about wfcst 
yoo want to do and then be off id 
or adtnral activities in a 
and positive fashion. Be the 
Opt in you poop. Make 
«*tam everyone bat a good time. 

ARIES: (Mach 21 id April 19) 
Yon can have an earnest and pro- 
ductive talk with those with whom 
JW work, ride-byride daring the 
day hot tonight study ways to 


wffl be willing to been to year 
wants now, tonight don't spend 
more than yon can afford on a 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22} Have a fine tone arranging 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Tak e some time to find out what 
yon can arrange with persons who 
charm you in recreation^- 

tonight be steady? d^Tuke 
c h a n c es with your male 

GEMINL (May 21 to Junfc 21) Get 
into aB po int s and ones with 
family that require some darifia- 
tkm i daring the daytime while 
tonight don t get yourself in debt in 
anyway. 

MOON C8QJDBEN: (June 22 to 
Jnty 21) Yon can locate aO kinds of 
d ata and information’ yon 
unta sundown when yon would be 
wise to keep matters at your 


with one yon love’tiSenwst today 
but tonight plans can go wary n 
fondly members get in the way. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Make a particular point to 
let good friends know what you 
have in mind in yoor jomt associa- 
tion dnring the day bat tonight 


*40: (July 22 to August 21) Get- 
ting in to every aspect of your 
present financial cmndjf jpn is advis- 
able so yon can have more to ypH 
in the frame, tonigbt put economy 


VW^ ( August 22 to September 
gj w honievef yon warn gome 
favour of a personal nature (nun 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 id 
D ecember 21) Sit down with one 
who can help you in some worldly 
rafter of importance to you and 
yem get support, tonight is no time 
to take chances with rooocy. 

CAPMCORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) One you have recently 
and you can have a most 
dneussion during the 
daytime but tonight don't try to put 
ideas across turn! yon know more. 

fJannary 21 to Febru- 
ary l5r) Yoor day and your males to 
find out just where you stand with 
9! ^ ****°* j>cr and to iron out any 
oifutcuces, tomgbt don't fret over 
a private anxiety. 

"SOB: (February 20 to March 
20) whatever you have in mind in 
a par tnership arrangement can be 

daytime, then 
‘PMgM finds It wise to avoid a 
depressed friend. 


Btrtfastone of November: Topaz-Tiger’s Eye 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
By and 


5 F or e h ea d 
9 Utile tenors 

13 Soft: pref. 

14 Animals of a 
region 

15 Soft drink 

16 Comrade 

18 "Thafs the way 

19 BridQa support 

20 Optionee 

22 Hamg 

considerable 

heigh) 

23 PUage 

24 Likeness 

27 Hi-fi speakers 

29 Dick or Spencer 

30 Very carious 

31 Take Son the 

33 Refer to 

34 Some students 

35 Machete 

36 Deffem 
exclamation 

37 Oo Bow s 

38 Henry VUTs 
house 

39 Ward off 

41 Oscar whiner 
Rfta 

42 ContfBrid 

43 Phott ib c pres 

44 Respect 

48 Talented one 

50 Apprehend 

51 GeoigeOrwBH 
character 

54 Coin 

56 Make used io 
56 NewRochele 
coUape 
87 Rung 

58 Motto of opera 

59 Boonra 

DOWN 

1 sup meals 

2 Stravinsky 

3 Precise 

4 Winter or 
summer 
lime 



5 Madly 

6 Wheel track 

7 Unrivkled 

8 Ocmbaumts 

9 Stalactite kin 

10 Main vein 

11 Dance stance 

12 Back talk 
14 Young home 
17 Theatrical 
21 Uncertain 

23 ThorDucpitares 

24 Carve 

25 Mo* 

26 New Year's 
symbol 

27 Common 
question 

28 Parlor 

5C Ivory or Gold 

32 PrUkppjfto native 

34 Paknetio state 
capital 

35 Joint a imi K 

37 Hayseed 

38 Sftverhecte role 

40 Stripped awey 



>41 Arctic bud 

43 Native-born 
brae* 

44 Is over 

45 Spinnaker 


47 Bear m 

IS Wunrtc bpans 
St Lodge 
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Stcrttnft PWrf 

f .*000 

1.5969 ! 

DcvBcfce Mark 

f.SCSS 

1.5 313 

Kra*c 

r.Z*35 

7 . 2531 

French Frsnc 

5.25*5 

5.2540 

J$pt8ffC V« 

<37.7$ 

97.73 

European Cvrrcuj Vn U 

1.2440 

7.245S 
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Currency 

1 MT1I 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U-S. DaUw 

5.00 

5.56 

5.47 

6-T5 

Sirrita|t Ptomd 

5.3? 

5.S7 

6. 1C 

6.93 

Dcatscfcr Mark 

4.75 

4.93 

5 .06 

5.43 


3.43 

3.65 

3.57 

4.31 

French Franc 

5.25 

5.43 

5.o5 

6./r 

Japanese Yen 

l«l 

_CTS 

2.31 

2.6? 

£8roprij Currency l T alt 

5.75 

5.93 

6.15 

6.75 


hceHkyt 


Wd 


Ar 


rimtH* I .V Dollars I^MMor eqmbt. 


: 12/11/1944 


Currency 

Bid 

8 

Offer 

US. Dottar 

0.0950 

0.6970 ■ 

Found 

1.1 0S7 

I. 1142 

Deatsdie Mark 

0.4555 

0.4558 

Swiss' Franc 

0.5413 

0.5440 

French Franc 

<7.1519 

0.1326 

Japanese Yen* 

0.7106 

0.7142 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4044 

0.4064 

Swedish Krona 



HsBu Lira* 

0.0443 

0.0 44* 

Bd0» Franc 

»«>■#* 


4 tlf» • - 



Oftimr Cunanciaa 

D«6 

1 2/ M/1994 

Cbtbkj' 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.5270 

1.8460 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.041050 

0.042340 

S*wB Rfj*l 

0.IS44 

0.1858 

Ktnhf Danr 

2.3050 

2.3650 

Qauri Rival 

0.IS97 

0. 1972 

dppdn Found 

0.2000 

0.2200 

Onaal Rl>»l 

I.7le0 

1.4140 

VAE Dirham 

O.liSo 

0.1596 

Gift k Draduna^ 

0.2725 

0.3235 

CypiM Found 

1. 4550 

1.5350 


Strong yen deepens 
Mazda motor loss 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
strength of die yen was a key 
factor behind a worsening of 
hisses at Mazda Motor Corp. 
the company said when it 
reported an interim pre-tax 
loss of 28.6 billion yen (S286 
minion). 

For die same period of last 
year the company had re- 
ported a loss of 15.5 billion 
yen. 

Mazda said that sales for 
the period had fallen by two 
per cent from the figure a 
year earlier to 8SS.9 billion 
yen. 

Efforts to ion crease pro- 
ductivity and reduce costs 
had not offset “influences of 
a dramatic appreciation in 
the value of the yen and a 
decline in total factory unit 
sales,” the company said. 

Mazda's vehide sales in 
Japan dipped by 0.5 per 


cent to 206,983 units, with 
sales of passenger cars foiling 
7.4 per cent to 145,837 units. 

Its overseas vehicle sales 
decreased by 2.1 per cent to 
289,627 units as exports of 
cars sagged 1.5 per cent to 
250,607 units. 

Mazda President Yoshihiro 
Wada said the company 
hoped to contain its pre-tax 
loss for the foil year to Marc* 
at 33 billion yen as expected. 

“The business environ- 
ment will remain challenging 
due to continuing apprecia- 
tion of the yen as well as 
severe competition among 
manufacturers in Japan and 
overseas,” Mr. Wada said. 

“Mazda will accelerate va- 
rious cost reduction measures 
with our commitment of 
minimising the amount of los- 
ses for the current fiscal 
year,” he said. 
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1.313 
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U.S. set to benefit more than 
Japan, less than EU from GATT 

The rules regulating trade 


GENEVA (AFP) — The re- 
moval of obstacles to trade 
under a world-wide deal 
readied at the beginning of 
this year win benefit the 
European Union two**, but 
the United States should 
draw 4.5 times more benefit 

than Janan, GATT experts 
have . said . „ . 

The so-called Uruguay 
Round of trade liberalisation 
measures would give an asto- 
nishing impulse to wealth- 
creation, but in 10 years' 
time, figures from the GATT 
showed Thursday. 

The effect of measures to 
remove barriers to trade in 
■goods alone would increase 
world income by $510 billion 
a year once their full impact 
is felt from 2005. 

Experts behind die Gener- 
al Agreeme n t on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) said that the 
so-called Uruguay Round of 
measures would, in feet, have 
a far greater effect since 
undertakings had been given 
by the 125 participating conn- 
tries to reduce impe dim ents 
to the trade in services. 


had also been tightened up 
and countries which breached 
them with unilateral action to 
protect trade would be sub- 
ject to more severe penalties 
than had been the case be- 
fore. 

The Uruguay Round 
agree m e n t must be ratified 
by each participant before it 
can take effect and there is 
strong opposition to ratifica- 
tion withm die U.S. Con- 
gress. About 30 countries 
have ratified so .far. 

The GATT estimated that 
once the measures had come 
fnOy into force, die economy 
of the European Union 
would benefit to die extent of 
$164 billion per year,, the 
U.S. economy by $122 bil- 
lion, Japan $27 billion and 
developing or transitional 
economies by $116 billion; 

The report noted that de- 
veloped countries had agreed 
to reduce their customs tariffs 
on industrial goods from an 
average of 8.3 per cent to 63 
per cent. 

Hie proportion of indust- 



rial goods enl 
countries free or duty from 
whatever source would rise to 
44 per cent of all such pro- 
ducts from 20 per cent before 
the agreement was signed. 

In the agricultural sector 
alone, governmental sub- 
sidies for export would be 
reduced by 3o per cent from 
$22-5 billion to $14.5 billion. 

This would be particularly, 
marked in the European Un- 
ion, which would cut such 
subsidies by $4 billion, repre- 
senting baa of the total re- 
duction, mainly in the sectors 
of beef, wheat, butter and 
dairy products. 

EU export subsidies would 
fan from $13,274 billion to 
$8,496 billion. 

State support for national 
agriculture would be cut by 
18 per cent from $197 billion 
to $162 billion, owing mainly 
to cuts of 17 per cent within 
the EU from $9239 bflhon 
now to $76.9 billion. 

Japan would reduce aid to 
its formers by 20 per cent 
from $35.5 billion to $28-4 
billion. 


Ministers let APEC 
leaders decide on free trade 


JAKARTA (R) — Asia- 
Pacific ministers decided 
Saturday to leave their lead- 
ers to decide a timetable for 
freeing trade in the region, 
with Malaysia saying it was 
not alone in rejecting a prop- 
osal for a timeframe. 

Tins vision will be decided 
by the summit Tuesday in 
nearby Bogor, Indonesian 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Hartarto told reporters at die 
end of the annual ministerial 
meeting of the Aria-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) forum. 

Proposals before the forum 
recommend trade and invest- 
ment liberalisation in the re- 
gion by 2020, with rich mem- 
ber nations such as Japan and 
the United States taking the 
lead by 2010. 

Mr. Hartarto 's Malaysian 
counterpart, Rafidah Aziz, 
told reporters several APEC 
members had expressed re- 


servations over setting a 
timeframe for free trade. 

“Everybody thought ev- 
erybody else except for 
Malaysia was in favour of the 
timetable. But this is not the 
case, there are several who 
have reservations,” said the 
blunt-speaking Rafidah. 

“You should have been at 
the meeting, then you will 
know,” she said in reply to 
which countries shared 
Malaysia’s views. 

Ms. Rafidah said 
Malaysia’s stand on the 
timetable should not be mis- 
taken as an objection to trade 
liberalisation. 

“Malaysia fully supports 
trade liberalisation. In our 
(1995) budget, we disbanded 
tariffs on 2,600 products. 
This is real market liberalisa- 
tion,” she added. 

Malaysia, which is promot- 
ing an East Asian economic 
grouping that could rival 


APEC, had objected strongly 
to a timetable being set at the 
two-day ministerial meeting. 

“We don't believe there 
should be a timetable for the 
setting up of a free trade area 
in the region because of the 
diverse economies,” she said. 

Ms. Rafidah declined to 
say if Malaysian Prime Minis- 
ter Mahathir Mohammad 
would refuse to sign a summit 
declaration if the summit at 
Bogor, 60 kilometres from 
Jakarta, decides to endorse a 
timetable. 

“Nothing in APEC is bind- 
ing and I doubt if any will be 
pushing for the signing of 
anything,” she said. “No- 
thing in APEC can be en- 
forced unless the APEC char- 
ter is amended.” 

The two-day APEC min- 
isterial meeting also agreed 
on non-binding investment 
principles to ensure the free 
flow of capital in the region. 
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FOR RENT 


Apartment building in Um 
Uthetna 

(whole or individual apart- 
ments), consisting of four 
floors, two apartments on 
each floor - 170 square 
metres each. 

Each apartment has three 
bedrooms two baths, par- 
lor, and sitting room. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810608/ 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 



Ftat.O.Tci 
SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 



863944 - 816690 


Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 
ELITE CAFE' 

Swelflyeh 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nighty 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
r; Jptinks NBghtLong 

itg 

A Menu of DeSdous Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 617779 
fcfiddta East Hotel - Shmebanl 





mite 

Restaurant 
FRENCH QLTSINE 

v l y.' 
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IMMskma! QsfsKty 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« jvmmo ph of 



Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


Tel. 864230 

Fi 
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Open Dellv 
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Surpws * PixtMS D*By 



CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
. RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongol Baroque for 
LxipCh Friday only 

Tal: 611214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Opoi daily 12dW - 3:30 p.m 
6 JO - Midnight 

\ Air Condttoned Hall 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jatei Amiran near 
Ahiiyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:3(1 

p.m. 

7:00 — MidnigBt 

TeL$399U 


MTLf 


(3 a% 







Tel ^S2SS. 691146/ EA 116 

Fax : 639060 , Wasn AJ-TeiSL 
Abu Hat) commercial center 
Second floor 


restauran 
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SELECT' I iOTEL 



J.ihal Anmiiin - Hi '•t Sick' 
uppHsiic IUAO I M BASSV 

. Ti l ..: 654205 
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667171 exf.223 le 


9 Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families &-its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

<§) Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabiil A1 Webdeh/Tcl.637 10 1/637 102 




UAE 
banks 
focus 
on retail 
business 


DUBAI (R) — Banks in the 
United Arab Emirates' 
(UAE) are starting to focus; 
on retail banking for in- 1 
creasingly sophisticated' 
clients after years of virtual' 
dependence on trade finance^ 
bankers said, — 

■ 

“Traditionally in this re-, 
gfon banks have been in- 
volved in trade finance-' 
related business, and to a les^ , 
ser extent in re 41 estate and ; 
industry,” Mashreq Bank; 
chief executive Abdul Aziz- 
A1 Ghurair told Reuters. • 

“But there has been ;a 
growing awareness that die 
retail sector is a good one to ■ 
be in,” be added of the b ank - , 
ing service designed to meet ; 
daily needs of individuals and ■ 
businesses^ . 

Retail banking is well- 
established in most Western 
economies where banks have 
began to focus on new busn ; 
ness like derivatives while ■ 
to 60 per cent of potential 
clients are believed still out- " 
ride the banking system ui - 
Gulf states like die UAE, 1 ' 
bankers said. ' 

Although trade finance still 1 
accounts for the lion's share 
of business in the UAE:* 1 
bankers said competition be-' 1 
tween banks for retail clients' * 
was steadily growing, and re- ' 
suiting in a wider and more 
sophisticated product range:'* 

“This is particularly true in_ 
an environment of rising in- - 
terest rates, when banks',; 
margins are being squeezed,”- 
Standard Chartered Bank re- 
gional chief executives 
Andrew Prebble said. 

“But trade finance is going 
to remain banks' main busi- - ' 
ness here, as trade is the 
lifeblood of the UAE,” he. 
said. . : . 

Last year the non-oi! sector . 
contributed 60 per cent to*- 
gross domestic product*' 
(GDP), official figures showL ‘ 

In Dubai — the second’ * 
largest s of the seven emirates, 
of the UAE and its busy.' 
trading hub — the non-oil * 
sector's contribution wa s‘ - 
higher, at 72 per cent. 

Mr. Prebble said between- 1 
60 and 70 per cent of his‘ * 
bank's profits were made in' 
corporate banking. “Of that.j ! 
about SO per cent is in rela- ‘ 
don to trade finance.” 

There are 19 domestic and, 
27 foreign banks operating in 
the UAE. They have* until ; 
recently benefitted from fall- ; 
ing interest rates, with most ' 
banks reporting significant . 
increases in profits in the past * 
few years. 

Mashreq Bank is the 
largest privately-owned local 
bank, with a paid-up capital, 
of 542.3 million dirhams . 
(5148 million) and bankers 
say it is leading the trend - 
towards retail banking. - 

“There was a slow re- 
sponse to this emerging con- 
sumer market,” Mr. Ghurair 
said. “In the eighties when 
banks were shying away from 
lending small amounts of 
money, we took a calculated 
risk and went into it. We 
have not regretted it.” 

Bankers say fiercer com- 
petition will enhance retail 
banking products in the next 
year. 

“I don’t think there is an 
area of banking which will 
not see the inp-oduction of 
new proucts in this market in 
the next 12 months,” Mr.;' 
Prebble said. “As the market 
becomes more developed, 
customers will demand more 
sophisticated banking pro- 
ducts.” 


These include telephone 
banking facilities, portfolio 
management and investment 
advice, widespread auto- 
mated teller machines 
(ATM), women-only bank- 
ing hails, expatriate schemes 
and computer-linked bank- 
ing. 

A centrally-linked network 
is also in the pipeline, allow- 
ing card holders to withdraw . 
cash from another subscrK; 
ber’s ATM. " 

“But it will probably be > 
two years before it goes live,*’’ ; 
Mr. Ghurair said. 

Another expected develop- 
ment is the establishment of a 
stock exchange, which would 
bring custody business to 
banks. But it is unlikely tc , 
come on line for at least two , 
years. 

Meanwhile the profits o? • 
Abu Dhabi Commercial; 
Bank (ADCB) and other - 
banks in the UAE could rise ■ 
by a fifth or more in 1994, i 
ADCB’s chief executive has ’ 
said. 
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Pierce advances in Philadelphia 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Second-seeded Mary Pierce 
jumped to big leads in the 
each set Friday and beat new- 
comer Meilen Tu 6-2, 6-4 to 
reacb the semifinals of the 
S750,000 Virginia Slims of 
Philadelphia. 

Pierce, fighting a head 
cold, sun-endered just three 
point in the first three games 
of the first set and just lour in 
the first three games of the 
second set. 

“I feel I'm playing well 
considering how I feel," 
Pierce said. “It’s always 
tough when you're not feel- 
ing well because it’s hard to 
stay focused, and you .get 
tired more easily." 

Gabriela Sabadni struggled 
in the first set before settling 
'down and beating Chanda 
Rubin 6-3, 6-0 to reach the 
semifinals. 

With the way Pm playing. 
J’m feeling good," Sabadni 
said. “I feel everything is 
there. If I keep doing the 
■same things, I can win the 
tournament." 

Sabatini turned a close 
match into a rout in the 
second set against Rubin. 

. After struggling with her 
serve in the first set, Sabatini 
held Rubin to just six service 
joints in the second set and 
broke her service three times. 
In her first three matches, 
Sabadni has lost one game in 
the second set. 

“Once I win the first set, I - 
feel more comfortable with 
my game. I get more confi- 
dent. and I feel good about; 
it," Sabatini said. 

Also advancing.' to the semi- 
finals were No. 5 Natalia 


Zvereva, who beat Brenda 
Schultz 6-1. 7-6, and Anke 
Huber, a 6-3, 6-2 winner over 
Kimberly Fo. 

Tu, ranked 604th in the 
world, broke Pierce's serve to 
draw within 5-4 in the second 
set, but Pierce broke back 
with a powerful backhand at 
match point. Pierce has lost 
just 11 games in her first 
three matches. 

The 16-year-old Tu, of 
Northridge, Calif., was a 
wild-card entrant and had 
played just 10 professional 
matches before facing the 
No. 5 women's player. It was 
the second time Tu reached 
the quarterfinals of a tourna- 
ment. 

“It was just another match 
— no big deal," Tu said. “If 
you start thinking you can't 
play with those players, it can 
get a little overwhelming. I 
know I can play with them.” 

Pierce, the top remaining 
seed in the tournament, went 
up 3-0 in the first set before 
Tu drew within 3-2. Pierce 
capitalised when Tu double- 
faulted on her next two ser- 
vice games. 

Pierce next will play 
Zvereva, who had few prob- 
lems with Schultz's powerful 
serve in the first set and won 
five of the first six points in a 
second-set tiebreaker. 

Zvereva, who has not lost a 
set in the tournament, broke 
Schultz twice in the first set. 
The two stayed on serve in 
the second until Schultz hit 
into the net two give Zvereva 
a 3-1 lead in the tiebreaker. 

Schultz, the most powerful 
server on the' women's tour, 
had 12 aces but double- 


faulted at match point. 
Zvereva won the tiebreaker 
7-4. 

Huber used her relentless 
grouindsrrokes and took 
advantage of Po's sloppiness. 
Huber grabbed a 4-1 lead 
with a forehand smash in the 
second set. Three games la- 
ter, she broke Po's serve for 
the victory. 

“She made a lor of easy 
mistakes,'' Huber said. “I 
thought after the first set, I 
could win each game. I was 
confident I would win the 
match.” 

Huber has had perhaps the 
toughest route into the semi- 
finals. She had to overcome 
the return of Jennifer Cap- 
riati in the first round, was 
stretched to three sets by 
local star Lisa Raymond in a 
match that ended near mid- 
night and returned to beat Po 
Fri day after noon . 

Clavet ousts Berasategui 

• ■ ■ 

In Buenos Aires, Francisco 
Clavet ended six weeks of 
frustration against fellow 
Spaniard Alberto Be- 
rasategui with a 6-7 (5-7), 
6-1, 6-2 victory over the No. 1 
seed in Friday's quarterfinals 
of the Topper South Amer- 
ican Open. 

Also reaching the semifin- 
als were No. 3 seed Alex 
Corretjan of Spain, No. 5 
Karel Novacek of the Czech 
Republic and unseeded 
Javier Frana of Argentina. 

Berasategui had defeated 
Clavet in 'the finals of the 
ATP tour events in Monte- 
video and Santiago die pre- 
vious two weeks, along with a 
semifinal win Athens in early 
October. 
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Talks to end U.S. 
baseball strike resume 
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Dallas Cowboys, SF 49ers battle today 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
-Dallas Cowboys and San 
, -Francisco 49ers each have a 
"disruptive defense led by a 
pro bowl player. Ironically. 
Ken Norton Jr. and Charles 
Haley both starred for both 
teams. 

Norton was a pro bowl 
linebacker for the Cowboys 
before joining the 49ers as a 
free agent prior to this sea- 
son. Defensive end Charles 


Haley was traded by the 
49ers to Dallas in 1992. 

On Sunday, the two teams 
meet in a replay of the past 
two NFC Championship 
games. Dallas (8-1) won both 
en route to consecutive Super 
Bowl tides. 

Haley, who will be making 
his fourth appearance against 
his former team, is hoping to 
increase his record to 4-0 
against' San Francisco (7-2). 


STARS 


FOR 

LIGHTING 


FINAL SALE 


OFFER ENDS 30/1 1/94 


END OF MECCA STREET - LEFT HAND SIDE 
TOWARDS HUSSEIN MEDICAL CITY TEL. 819344 


The Cowboys enter Sun- 
day’s game with the league’s 
top-ranked defence. San 
Francisco has the top-scoring 
offense and Steve Young 
leads the league in passing 
efficiency.' 

The 49ers have won three 
straight regular-season games 
between the dubs at San 
Francisco. But the last was in 
1985 when Joe Montana pas- 
sed for two touchdowns in a 
31-16 victory. 

.Young leads itae NFL with 
a 101.8 passing rating on 189 
completions in 259 attempts 
for 2,138 yards and an NFC- 
best 16 touchdowns. 



TO LEARN 

• COMPUTER 
APPLICATIONS IN 
PRIVATE LESSONS 

PLEASE CALL: 

697611 
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THE JCSUJAN DESIGN AND TRADE CENTRE 

Koor Al-Hosseln Fonndaijon 
Off the Wadi Saqra Road 
Between Safeway & King Abdullah Gardens 
Open SaL - TburSq 9HI0 mn. - 7:00 p jxl. TeL 699141 / 699142 


Mary Pierce 

“It feels good to finally 
beat him,” Clavet said. “He 
even beat me in backgammon 
last week. I was beginning to 
wonder if I could ever win 
against him.” 

Gavet, No. 44 in the rank- 
ings and seeded No. 8 in this 
tournament, has 14 of his last 
17 matches, with all three 
losses coming to Berasategui. 
His win snapped Be- 


■ 

rasategui’s 22-match 'winning 
streak on day in ATP tour 
play. 

“You can’t expect to keep 
winning forever,” Be- 
rasategui said. “1 hadn’t lost 
in two months, so I was due 
to lose sometime." 

wm ■ 

Berasategui will be the No. 
7 seed in the ATP tour world 
championship; starting next 


Tuesday in. Frankfurt, Ger- 
many. He qualified Wednes- 
day when Michael Stich lost 
in the first round at Antwerp. 

Corretjan advanced with a 
6-1, 6-3 victory over Luiz* 
Mattar of Brad. . Novacek 
defeated countryman Slava 
Dosedel 6-1, 6-3 and Frana 
eliminated Juan Viloca of 
Spain 6-4, 6-4. 


RYE BROOK, New York 
(AP) — Owners reshuffled 
their bargaining team team 
Thursday as U.S. Major - 
League Baseball talks re- 
sumed, appointing Boston 
Red Sox Chief Executive 
Officer John Jarrington then- 
lead negotiator. 

The move, announced by 
' acting commissioner Bud 
Setig, came during the first 
substantive negotiating ses- 
sion between the parties since 
Sept. 9, five days before own- 
ers cancelled the World 
Series for the first time since 
1904. Until now, Richard 
Ravitch had been manage- 
ment’s head bargainer. 

Management downplayed 
the shift in public comments, 
but one owner and two man- 
agement officials, speaking 
on the condition they not be ‘ 
identified, said Harrington 
would assuiztf the lead role of 
the owners' negotiating com- 
mittee. 

“I think John Harrington 
has the confidence of Bud 
Selig and the entire own- 
ership,” Ravitch said, “and I 
think that’s why he was asked 
to be chairman of the com- 
mittee.” 

Harrington, who called 
Ravitch “our chief nego- 
tiator," attended the post- 
meeting news conference 
with union head Donald Fehr 
and mediator W.J. Usery. 

Players struck Aug. 12, 
two-thirds of the way through 
the season, to protest owners' 
intentions to impose a limit 
on players salaries. The play- 


■ a 

ers believe the salary cap 
merely masks the owners* in- 
ability to share revenues be- 
tween healthier large market 
clubs and small market 
teams. 

The talks, which took pi ace 
on the 91st day of the strike, 
were adjourned after five 
hours. 

“There was a lot of candor 
today,” said Selig, who 
attended the first 2V* hoiurs 
of meetings. “I thought there 
was much more civility, sensi- 
tivity than there had been in 
the past.” 

Fehr, while saying the 
atmosphere was still “hyper- 
charged,” was much less bos- 
' tile toward owners in his pub- 
lic comments than he was 
during the summer. 

‘‘There was a lot of discus- 
sion,” he said. “Whether that 
discussion leads anywhere re- 
mains to be seen.' 

It was fifth formal meeting 
between the sides since play- 
ers struck Aug. 12 and it was 
the first significant one under 
Usery, the mediator picked 
by the Ginton administration 
Oct. 14, while he met J with 
the sides five days later-} that 
session merely set ground 
rules. 

“I would characterise the 
meeting as very constructive, 
open and candid dialogue," 
Usery said. “There was ’a lot, 
of consensus in some areas." 

Asked what those areas 
were, Fehr said: “To 1 ; the 
extent there was agreement, 
it was to say ‘X’ might have 
been done in a better ti;ay.” 


■ ■ 

FIFA clear Grobbelaar 
to play cup tie 

ZURICH (AFP) — World football's ruling body, FIFA, 
said Friday it mil not get involved in the allegations of 
corruption levelled at former Liverpool goalkeeper Bruce 
Grobbelaar. 

Grobbelaar, currently in Harare for Zimbabwe’s African 
Nations Cup qualifier against Zaire Sunday, is alleged by 
Britain’s Sun newspaper to have taken bribes to lose 
matches in the English Premiership. 

Through a statement issued in London by his solicitor 
Thursday he emphatically denied the charges and said he 
was suing the newspaper. 

FIFA said Friday it supported the English Football 
Association's decision to take no action before talking to 
Grobbelaar, thereby clearing him' to play Sunday: 

“The Football Association in London has informed 
FIFA that the .player Bruce Grobbelaar, who has-been 
alleged to have-received bribes, will not be suspended by 
the FA pending ai hearing .with the Football Association,'’ 
FIFA said in a statement issued here. 

“FIFA has agreed with the FA that FIFA will not 
intervene in the case, pending further evidence. Thus 
Bruce Grobbelaar remains entitled to play for Zimbabwe 
in this Sunday's qualifying match.” 

Grobbelaar, wearing his trademark broad-brimmed 
black hat with a Zebra-skin band, had stepped off an Air 
Zimbabwe flight from London shortly after dawn Friday 
after lying low in Britain for two days. 


Houston Rockets raise record to 5-0 


BOSTON (R) — Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored 26 points as- 
the National Basketball 
Association champion Hous- 
ton Rockets rolled to a 102/ 
82 rout of the Boston Celtics 
Friday, raising their record to 
a perfect 5-0. 

“We have a goal which is 
to have the homecourt 
advantage in the playoffs,” 
said Olajuwon, who scored 
13 of his points in the first 
quarter. “Every game will 
help to gain - ground^ amir, 
that’s our goal for the sea- 



V -son. 


- * - 




The Celtics have opened 
the season with three straight 
losses for the first time since 
1977. 

The Rockets continued 
their early-game success by 
jumping to a 33-18 lead after 
one period. Houston has led 
by at least nine paints after 
one quarter in each of its first 
five games. 



Vernon Maxwell scored 21 
points, including five three- 
pointers, and Robert Horry 
added 15 for Houston. 

Dino Rajda led Boston 
with 31 points. Xavier McDa- 
niel, who had 10 points, was 
die only other Celtic in dou- 
ble figures. 

At Minnesota, Scottie Pip- 
pen scored 22 points and 
bed eight rebounds as 
Chicago Bulls maintained 
their perfect record against 
theTimberwoIves with a 112- 
; 100 victory. 

1 'Minnesota, which has nev- 
er beaten Chicago in 11 tries, 
has lost all five games under 
new coach Bill Blair this sea- 
son. 

The Bolls used a 19-5 run 
in the third quarter to a 
commanding 74-56 lead with 
4:41 left in the thir d quarter. 
The closest Minnesota came 
the rest of the way was a 
nine-point deficit early is the 
fourth quarter. 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp 
scored 26 points and Detlef 
Schrempf had 22, including 
five free throws in the last 85 
seconds, as the Supersonics 
held on to beat the injury 
depleted Phoenix Suns 129- 
123. 

Phoenix was playing with- 
out injured stars Charles 
Barkley and Kevin Johnson. 

Danny Manning led die 
Suns with 27 points arid IQ 
rebounds and Dan Majerle 
■ had 23 points, nine rebounds 
and six assists. 

The Sonics hit 10 of 21 
three-point shots, including 
three of four by Sam Perkins, 
who scored 22 points. 

At Utah, Latrell Sprewell 
scored 22 of his 30 points in 
the second half and Ricky 
Pierce scored eight points in 
the final 36 seconds as the 
Golden State Warriors beat 
the Utah Jazz 112-104 to re- 
main unbeaten at 4-0. 

Tim Hardaway scored 30 
points and - Pierce finished 
with 21 for the Warriors, who 
are without injured star Chris 


TEACHER WANTED 




Seeks applications for qualified 
and experienced Mathematics 
Teachers, (to teach grades 6-12), 

Applicants should : 

* Be bilingual, in EhgSsh and Arabic. 

* Have a university degree. 

=■ VERY GOOD SALARY.' 


Please telephone : 


3 FURNISHED VILLAS FOR RENT 

1-Abdoun A.R. JD '50,000. 

2. Deir Ghbar A.R. JD 30,000. 

3. Hilly area in Amman AR. JD 30 000 

All are luxuriously furnished and have well kept gardens 

Please fax 662386 
or phone 815833 after 4:00 pjn. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 2 saloons, 1 dining room etc Tel 

central heating, car parking. Area 220m 2 . Sweifieh 
main street. 3rd floor. e n. 

Please call 644885 



PUBLIC INVITATION 


On the occasion of His Majesty Kina Huceainv 
Birthday, the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities/Department of Antiquities has foe 
pleasure to invite ail citizens, regents and 
their guests to visit the National Museum fr^ot 
charge on this happy day Nov. 14th 1994 

Faisal AI Qudah 


Mullen and holdout 
Webber, last season's rookie 
of the year. 

Karl Malone paced the 
Jazz with 25 points. 

The Jazz pulled within four 
at 108-104 in the final minute, 
but Pierce sealed the victory 
for Golden State by hitting 
four free throws. 

In Milwaukee, Alonzo 
Mourning had 24 points and 
13 rebounds and Dell Curry 
scored 28 as the Charlotte 
Hornets earned their first win 
of the season, a 123-115 
triumph over the Bucks. 

Milwaukee closed within 
113-110 with 1:25 left on a 7-0 

ran, but could get no closer. 

■ 

Larry Johnson had 12 
points and 16 rebounds and 
Hersey Hawkins chipped In 
16 points for the 1-3 Hornets. > 

Todd Day led Milwaukee ■ 
widi 21 points, Marty Coition 
added 20 and Jo hnn y New- 
man had 19. 

■ 

In Philadelphia, Jamal 
Mashburn and Jim Jackson 
each scored 22 points and 
rookie Jason Kidd sparked a 
13-0 first-quarter run as the 
Dallas Mavericks beat the 
76ers 105-96 in their first road 
game of the season. 

Dallas (2-1) won just seven 
road games all of last season. • 

The Mavericks, who led all 
the way, held a 6-5 edge 
when Kidd sparked the 
game-breaking ran with five 
of his 19 points. Kidd also 
had nine rebounds and dis- 
hed out five assists. 

Clarence Weatherspoon 
led Philadelphia, loser of four 
of its first five games, with 29 
points. 

At Washington, Calbert 
Ctaeaney scored 22 points on 
10 of-i 4 shooting and Don 
Maclean had 14 of his 18 
points in the second half as 
the Bullets beat New Jersey - 
104-91. J * 

i 

The 3-1 Bullets are off to 
their best start in five years. 

Benoit Benjamin scored 15 
points and grabbed 13 re- 
bounds and Derrick Coleman 
had 14 points and 12 re- 
bounds for the Nets, who fell 
to 0-4 on the road this season 
and 1-4 overall. 

The Nets jumped out to an 
®*riy U'5 lead, but trailed, 
32^29 after the first quarter. 
Chaney scored 15 points in 
the first half, hitting seven of 
eight field goal attempts to 
help the Bullets build a 59-48 
halftime lead. 

At Los Angeles, Robert 
Pack scored eight of his 22 
points in overtime as the De- 
nver Nuggets spoiled the 
makers’ borne opener with a 

124-117 victory. 

■ 

The Lakers went on a 14-2 
spree m the first 6:04 of the 

< UL axter ' outscoring 
P ? Y f 33-15 i» - the &..S 

of reptjMton to force 
overtime at 105-105. 

hJrJf kcr \ S ^ Threat: 
S^S r f^ 5mIer with 19.9 

S?Se ^r. regUlati0n “ 

®f,3 e J5%8Pts (3-1), who '* 
by Bryant Stith's 23 
Points, scored the first six 
Points of the overtime” 
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Mubarak calls for 


Arab reconciliation 


CAIRO (AP) — President 
' Hosxri Mubarak called Satur- 
day for the Arab Work! to 
patch op differences stem- 

■ ming from Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Mubarak's appeal 
came just two days after die 
Iraqi government voted to 
recognise Kuwait and drop- 
ped its claim to the emirate. 

'The logic of resorting to 
force and interference in the 
internal affairs of members of 
the Arab family undermines 
the concept of Arab security 
and violates the principle of 
mutual respect,” Mr. Mubar- 
ak said. 

. “We should work for a 
pan-Arab reconciliation that 
would clear the air in the 
Arab World through deeds 
and actions.” Mr. Mubarak 
made the comments in an 
address to the opening of the 
fall session of die 456-seat 
parliament. 

■ Egypt was a major partici- 
pant in the U.S.-led interna- 
tional alliance that liberated 
Kuwait in the 1991 Gulf war. 

The conflict split the Arab 
World between those who 
were seen as backing Iraq 
and those who supported 
Kuwait, and fences have not 
yet been mended. 

This summer there were 
reports that Mr. Mubarak 
was working with leaders of 
the United Arab Emirates to 
try to end Iraq's isolation. He 
later denied them. 

Iraq has been badly hurt by 
U.N. Security Council sanc- 
tions that ban oQ sales and 
other trade until Iraq fulfills a 
series of conditions, including 
recognition of Kuwait's 
sovereignty. 

In his hour and 45- minute 
speech to the Peoples Assem- 
bly, Mr. Mubarak also re- 
newed Egypt's commitment 
to help advance the Middle 
East peace process. 

* But he warned that peace 
.win remain incomplete until 
Israel . comes to terms with 
Syria and Lebanon. 

Egypt, the first country to 
sign a peace treaty with the 
Jewish state in 1979, was a 
key mediator in Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks. Jor- 
dan last month signed a peace 
treaty. 

But talks with, Syria have 
- been hung np over Syria’s 
demand for the return of the 
Golan Heights. This has held 


up progress with Lebanon, 
which is dominated by Syria. 

Mr. Mubarak also repe- 
ated Egypt's demand that the 
Middle East be a nuclear-free 
zone. Israel is the only coun- 
try in the region believed to 
have nuclear weapons, 
though it has never acknow- 
ledged so publicly. 

On domestic issues, Mr. 
Mubarak praised Egyptian 
security forces for cracking 
down on Mustim extremists 
who have been trying to over- 
throw his secular government 
and replace it with a fun- 
damentalist regime. 

“The Egyptian police have 
dealt a heavy blow to the 
terrorist groups and managed 
to disclose their hideouts and 
monitor their contacts inside 
and outside,” Mr. Mubarak 
said. “They deserve our con- 
gratulations and respect-” 

Mr. Mubarak, who has 
been in power since the 1981 
assassination of President 
Anwar Sadat, was elected to 
a third, six-year term last 
year. 

3 killed in dashes 

Three people were killed 
and two wounded during re- 
newed clashes between Mus- 
lim extremists and security 
forces in southern Egypt, 
police said. 

A soldier was killed Friday 
in Assiut, 320 kilometres 
south of Cairo, during a raid 
by security forces onfa radical 
hideout, said a police of&daL 

The official said the ex- 
tremists escaped. It was un- 
dear why the victims were 
soldiers since police normally 
carry out such raids. But both 
men were conscripts, who are 
sometimes transferred to 
police_umts. 

Meanwhile, suspected 
Muslim extremists shot and 
killed a suspected police in- 
former Friday, and one bys- 
tander was killed and another 
wounded during a subse- 
quent battle with police as 
the extremists tried to 
escape. 

The inddent happened in 
Mallawi, 260 kilometres 
south of Cairo. The town is a 
stronghold of the radicals. 

The supposed . informer 
was identified as Talaat 
Mahmoud Abdul Rahim. 
The dead bystander was iden- 
tified only as a Christian. 


Syria urges Israel 


to return Arab land 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syria 
urged Israel Saturday to re- 
linquish occupied Arab terri- 
tories to curb mounting 
attacks by Palestinian ex- 
tremists. 

“The Israelis should draw 
lessons from the recurring 
bombings in the occupied 
lands and realise that the 
accords they have concluded, 
under duress, with this Arab 
party or that will not survive 
for long because of the wide 
gap between the contents of 
these agreements and Arab 
.aspirations,'' the 
government-run Tishrin daily 
said in a front-page editorial. 

It was commenting on a 
suicide bombing in Gaza Fri- 
day in which three Israeli 
soldiers were killed and 11 
people, including a Palesti- 
nian family, were wounded. 
The bombing was claimed by 
the' Islamic Jihad group. 

A Syrian-based Palestinian 
opposition group, the Demo- 
; cratic Front for the Libera- 
‘tion of Palestine, also said 
rthat the “bloody cycle of 
.‘^violence” will not stop “so 
'long as the Israeli occupation 
J -^continues. " 

The front, which opposed 
; Yasser Arafat’s year-old self- 
-rule accord with Israel, 
■-•warned in a statement that 
‘ the violence cannot be stop- 
laed “by military means or 
1 Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's orders to Arafat 
• :o wage war” against the 
; rctreftusts in the autonomous 
' 3aza. Strip. 

; .Tishrin reiterated Syrian's 
t xpsinon on its negotiations 
i vitb Israel, which have been 
i ;talled 1 since February, even 
'« hough the Palestinians and 
Jordan have signed agree- 

A r,nents with Israel in the last 
‘ tea?/; 

_ L^riuit.us uernands a com- 
y* ■ dele Israeli withdrawal from 

( ""*■ be Golan Heights, and from 

r 'South Lebanon. 

- The Israelis have offered a 

ihased and partial withdraw- 

1 from the Golan over sever- 

J /years, but hinted they 

ould offer more if Syria de- 

, iries the type of peace treaty 

; c is .willing to conclude. 

; Lebanon, which is control- 

' sd by Syria, cannot make 

• >eace with Israel before 
■ 


South Lebanon will be no 
more than a waste of time 
and a rejected manoeuvre.” 
Tishran said. 

“Peace is deeds, not 
words. Israeli officials have 
not yet translated their 
alleged peace intentions into 
acts and their statements re- 
lating to the Syrian track are 
still shrouded in ambiguity,” 
the daily declared. 

Another government 
newspaper, the English- 
language Syria Times, said: 
“Acts of resistance to Israeli 
occupation continue because 
the Palestinians... feel and 
see that nothing has changed 
by the signing of an accord 
between Israel and the 
(Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation) PLO leadership," 
referring to the Sept. 13, 
1993, seif-rule accord. 

“This confirms once again 
that peace and occupation do 
not go together. One must 
die for the other to live and 
because we want peace to 
live, survive and last, the 
occupation must die," it said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Saturday prog- 
ress in the Israeli-Syrian 
negotiations is both possible 
and crucial to Middle East 
peace. 

Without a breakthrough 
between Israel and -Syria, 
“progress on the other peace 
tracks remains insufficient 
and does not fulfil the parties' 
commitment to reach a com- 
prehensive, just and lasting 
peace," Mr. Mubarak told 
parliament here. 

Mr. Mubarak said he was 
“convinced of the possibility 
of progress" on the Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks of the 
peace process launched at the 
Madrid conference in Octo- 
ber 1991. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad and the Lebanese gov- 
ernment were “sincere and' 
determined" in their search 
for peace with Israel. 

More should also be done 
on the Palestinian track to 
consolidate and extend 
Palestinian self-rule, Mr. 
Mubarak added. 

Future stability in the Mid- 
dle East depended on coop- 
eration in development pro- 


Spanish 

royal 

couple 

in Jordan 
Valley 

HER MAJESTY Queen 
Moor on Saturday accom- 
panies King Joan Carlos 
and Queen Sofia of Spain 
on a visit to the Jordan 
Valley. The Spanish royal 
couple arrived in Amman 
on Friday on a state visit to 
Jordan (see page one) 
(Photo by Yousef Allan) 



Jordan will have to change 
laws to reflect peace — Anani 


AMMAN (Petra) — In the 
course of implementing the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty, 
Jordan wlD amend some of its 
laws or enact new laws to be 
compatible with the treaty’s 
provisions. Information 
Minister Jawad AJ Anani has 
said. 

In an interview broadcast 
by Jordan Television Friday . 
night. Dr. Anani also said 
that in c on for mi ty to the 
implementation of the treaty 
Jordan and Israel have to 
start negotiations over the 
various provisions, especially 
on matters related to bilateral 
cooperation. 

""""But, he said, priority will 
be given to measures pertain- 
ing to restoration of Jordan’s 
sovereignty over its territory. 

The joint committee on 
borders will soon meet to 
take the essential steps lead- 
ing to the removal of barbed 
wires and cleaning the border 
areas from landmines be- 
cause these measures are 
closely connected with Israeli 
troop withdrawals to the new 
border lines within three 
months. Dr. Anani said. 

Demarcation of the border 
in its final status should be 
completed in nine months 
time, be added. 

Dr. Anani said that Israel, 


working upon directives from 
the joint committee on water, 
will have to start pumping 
water to Jordan from the Yar- 
mouk River. 

Referring to travel be- 
tween the two sides. Dr. 
Anani said that to-date 
Jordanians who visited Israel 
made the trip through the 
West Bank territoty and 
through special permits. But 
there is need now for a spe- 
cial set of arrangements to 
allow them to make the trip 
to Israel directly from Jor- 
dan. he said. Joint commit- 
tees will soon be making 
arrangements for such proce- 
dures to take effect in not' 
more than one and a half 
months from now, he said. 

Since 1967 Jordan has kept 
the bridges open with the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, offering the peo- 
ple on both sides the oppor- 
tunity to travel and visit rela- 
tives, he noted. 

As for now, he said, it will 
be more urgent for the two 
sides to make available furth- 
er facilities for travel through 
new agreements that would 
allow free trade and travel. 

Referring to the next year’s 
economic conference in Am- 
man, Dr. Anani said that the 
coming conference will build 
on the findings and the re- 


commendations of die Casab- 
lanca conference. 

He expressed belief that 
the Amman meeting will 
direct attention towards spe- 
cific rather than general ideas 
on projects with the aim of 
securing Arab and foreign 
investors to embark on feasi- 
ble projects. 

Jordan has to pave the 
ground for investment pro- 
jects through appropriate 
laws and T regulations and 
practical measures which 
should endure because 
changes in legislation tend to 
adversely affect the climate 
of investments, he said. 

The Jordan Valley, he 
said, will be developed 
through joint Israeli- 
Jordaman projects. 

The major project is the 
Red Sea-Dead Sea canal be- 
cause it entails investments in 
tourism industry, water and 
the environment. 

He said that the Jordan 
Rift Valley is so vast that it 
can accommodate various 
projects and become an area 
with great agricultural poten- 
tial which would attract peo- 
ple to settle down there. 

The minister said develop-’ 
meat of the Jordan Rift Val- 
ley would take ax least 10 
years to complete. 


Qaboos cuts 
death 
penalty on 
Islamists 

MUSCAT (Agencies) — 
Oman said on Saturday that a 
state security court had sent- 
enced several Muslim fun- 
damentalists to death for sub- 
version but that none would 
be executed. 

The official Omani News 
Agency, which gave no fi- 
gures for those condemned or 
for others sentenced to jail ' 
terms, said Sultan Qaboos . 
had commuted the death 
sentences. 

“The State Security Court 
announced its verdicts on cer- 
tain people who have been 
charged with attempts to dis- 
unity the Omani Muslim 
community and with the mis- 
use of Islam and its tolerant 
principles, in their pursuit of 
their subversive goals,” the 
agency said. 

“The verdicts of the court 
ranged from death to various 
terms of imprisonment with a 
minimum of three years. 

“By order of Ms Majesty 
the Sultan the death penalties 
were commuted to terms of 
imprisonment. The periods 
of imprisonment to be served 
by all those convicted will be 
reviewed by his majesty the 
sultan in accordance with 
their future good behaviour." 

Last August, Oman said it 
had uncovered a secret Isla- 
mic organisation with foreign 
links which attempted to des- 
tabilise the country and that 
some of its members would 
be tried. 

It said security officials 
questioned more than 200 
people during their investiga- 
tions but most were later 
released. 

The London-based AI 
Hayat newspaper said in Au- 
gust that those arrested were 
close to the relatively moder- 
ate Muslim Brotherhood, 
viewed as less militant than 
other Islamists who use vio- 
lence for political ends. 

It said the crackdown 
started in mid-June and those 
detained included Egyptians 
and Jordanians, some of 
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Iraq sees easing of 
sanctions in 6 months 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq expected the United Na- 
tions to ease sanctions within 
six months foDowing Iraq's 
recognition of Kuwait, me 
speaker of the Iraqi parlia- 
ment said on Saturday. 

“We do not expect an im- 
mediate lifting of the embar- 
go. But we anticipate a gra- 
dual lifting within six 
months," Speaker Saadi 
Mehdi Saleh told reporters. 

He said the ball was now in 
the Security Council's court. 

“It is not permissible for 
the council to demand that 
Iraq honour obligations but 
at the same time not do its 
own part.” 

Parliament voted on 
Thursday to recognise 
Kuwait within borders the 
U.N. established after the 
1991 Gulf war over Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait from August 1990. 

The ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council also 
announced on Thursday that 
h would accept Kuwait within 
new U.N. -defined borders. 

Iraq’s most immediate con- 
cern is the embargo on its ofl 
exports which, in accordance 
with U.N. resolutions, should 
be lifted if Baghdad complies 
fully with Gulf war disarma- 
ment terms and recognises 
Kuwait. 

Asked whether Iraq was 
obliged to honour more 
terms before the embargoed 
oil flows to world markets 
again, Mr. Saleh said: 

“To my knowledge there 
are no additional demands." 

The United States and Bri- 
tain, key Security Council 
members with veto power, 
have said Iraq is required to 
comply with all relevant U.N. 
resolutions. 

They demand that Bagh- 
dad account for "missing" 
Kuwaitis, return Kuwaiti 
property, respect human ' 
rights and demonstrate its 
peaceful intentions over a 
sustained period before the 
oil embargo can be eased or 
ended. 

Russia and France, both 
also permanent members of 
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Andrei Kozyrev addressed 
the Iraqi assembly and was 
present when it announced its 
decision to recognise Kuwait. 

Mr. Saleh said Baghdad 
had no guarantees from Mos- 
cow that sanctions would be 
lifted following recognition of 
Kuwait’s borders. But he said 
it viewed visits to Iraq by Mr. 
Kozyrev as an assurance. 

“When we demand lifting 
of sanctions our aim is to be 
able to purchase food and 
medicine for the Iraqi people 
and not arms or military 
equipment,” he said. 

Food and medical supplies 
are not covered by the U.N. 
trade ban but with its oQ 
exports choked off and fore- 
ign assets frozen Iraq does 
not have ready cash to pay. 

The UJ4. offered Iraq a 
one-time sale of oil worth 
$1.6 billion to pay for urgent 
humanitarian needs. Iraq re- 
jected the gesture, saying 
attached conditions violated 
its sovereignty. 

Mr. Saleh said thousands 
of Iraqi children were dying 
because of the crippling sanc- 
tions. He said the sufferings 
of the Iraqi people were the 
reason that forced Baghdad 
to recognise Kuwait. 

“The embargo has conde- 
mned them (Iraqi people) to 
slow death,” be added. 

On Monday the Security 
Council is to review the sanc- 
tions, as it does every two 
months. 

“I believe several coun- 
tries, such as France, China, 
Spain and Brazil, are ready to 
intervene to help bring about 
an end to the sanctions," Mr. 
Saleh said, 

Yemen on Sarurday wel- 
comed Iraq's recognition of 
Kuwait and called for a lifting 
of the. crippling embargo. 

“The Yemeni government 
welcomes Iraq's decision ... 
and calls on the international 
co mmunity to assume its re- 
sponsibility and work to end 
the suffering of the brother- 
Iraqi people to secuic >.o«. 
lifting of the embargo,” the 
Foreign Ministry said 

An Iraqf grandmother 


Opposition accuses 
government of adopting 
‘anti-democratic’ means 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Opposition par- 
ties Saturday lasned out anew 
at the government for what 
they described as its anti- 
democratic measures that are 
curbing the freedom of ex- 
pression and scattering hopes 
for the spread of democracy 
in the country. 

Citing alleged detention of 
political party members and 
provocative actions against 
members of Parliament and 
political activists who oppose 
the peace treaty with Israel, 
11 opposition groups said the 
government is not allowing 
the opposition any room to 
express itself. 

In a statement issued 
Saturday, the 11 parties, 
which included the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) and lef- 
tist and pan-Arabist groups, 
reasserted their right to ex- 
press their views through leg- 
al and democratic means. 

Meanwhile, over 500 
Islamist students staged a sit- 
in at the University of Jordan 
to protest the peace treaty, 
and the alleged government 
harassment of the opposition. 

The Associated Press 
quoted a spokesman for the 
Islamist-dominated students 
ooundl as saying the govern- 
ment has “crossed the red 
line" by preventing the 
opposition from expressing 
its views in legal ways. 

The focus fcy the opposi- 
tion parties ana the students 
on the lack of freedom of 
expression was seen by obser- 
vers as an indication of the 
“unsatisfactory” policy the 
government has adopted in 
its quest for having the treaty 
finalised without “trouble.” - 

The opposition parties 
have accepted that the peace 
treaty with Israel is a political 
reality and they wil] not re- 
sort to violence to abort it, 
observers say. Accordingly, 
they said, the opposition’s 
anger is more at the “restric- 


tive atmosphere” that the 
government has spread 
rather than on the signing of 
the treaty. 

In a column published in 
Al Ra’i Arabic daily Thurs- 
day, IAF Deputy Bassam 
Omoush reiterated assertions 
that tbe opposition wifi not 
jeopardise the stability of tbe 
country in its battle against 
peace with Israel. 

“We know that violence 
will mean destruction for 
all,” he said, adding that now 
that the treaty has been final- 
ised, “we have to bless any 
positive developments” ana 
work for the benefit of the 
country and the people. 

But Dr. Omoush criticised 
what he called the “in- 
appropriate performance” of 
the government in the days 
since tire signing of the trea- 
ty, urging a “search for a new 
government" that can face 
the new era and its chal- 


lenges. 

As did the opposition par- 
ties, Dr. Omoush criticised 
the “bias” in the government 
media in favour of the official 
point of view. 

Instead of focusing on the 
usual call for fighting peace 
with Israel, the opposition’s 
statement Saturday warned 
against the implications of 
the alleged continued gov- 
ernmental encroachment on 
democratic right. 

The parties urged the peo- 
ple to protect the democratic 
march and stand up against 
the alleged government viola- 
tion of freedom, saying that 
“democracy cannot be estab- 
lished unless freedoms are 


protected.” 

Independent observers 
agreed that the government 
has been following unneces- 
sary restrictive procedures 
since the si gning of the peace 


treaty. 

Stressing that there is 
enough support for the peace 
treaty, observers, questioned 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordanian girl dies before 
marrow transplant in Israel 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter with agency dis- 
patches 

AMMAN — The body of 
Heba Shabaan. a 12-year-old 
Jordanian girl who died in an 
Israeli hospital before she 
could undergo bone-marrow 
transplant, was laid to rest 
near her family home in Zar- 
qa Saturday. 

Heba died late of massive 
internal bleeding in the chest 
and lungs late Friday, a few 
days before she was to re-, 
ceive a bone-marrow trans- 
plant from her 10-month-old 
brother Mohammad, who 
was tbe only family member 
whose bone marrow matched 
hers, according to doctors at 
tbe Hadasseh hospital in 
occupied Jerusalem. 

Friends and relatives 
attended the funeral. Her 
father. Rushdie Shabaan. 
wept throughout the funeral 
and repeatedly threw himself 
on the coffin, the Associated 
Press reported from the 
scene. 

"Peace came too late for 
■Heba.” the agency reported, 
referring to the family's 
appeal to Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin on Oct. 27. 
one day after Jordan and 
Israel signed a peace treaty. 
Mr. Rabin had responded im- 
mediately, ordering his gov- 
ernment to admit Heba to an 
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Mohammad, had arrived at 
the Hadasseb hospital on 
Monday after tests proved 
the compatibility of bone 
marrow of the siblings. 

The transplant, which is 
not available in Jordan, was 
the only way to save the girt, 
who suffered from a severe 
disorder which regards the 
human body's abili y to pro- 
duce blood cells, leaving the 
patient vulnerable *o infec- 
tion or sudden bleeding. 

The transplant had been 
scheduled for this week after 
preliminary treatment was 
completed, reports from 
Israel said. 

Professor Shimon Slavin, 
head of the bone-marrow 
transplant centre at the hos- 
pital, said Heba was being 
prepared for the transplant 
when the girt “all of a sudden 
had major bleeding in both 
lungs and chest." 

“The medical teams were 
there but there was no chance 
of resuscitating her because it 
was impossible to control the 
internal bleeding,'’ he was 
quoted as saying by Reuters. 
He added that doctors had 
discovered that the girl had 
“fancony’s anaemia,” a gene- 
tic disease which affects all 
body cells, and not aplastic 
anemia as originally di- 
agnosed. Aplastic anemia is 
limited to bone marrow. 

Mr. Shabaan, as he started 
his journey back home hold- ■ 
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Queen Mum is not 
dead: BBC 
apologises 


LONDON (AFP) — T 1 * 
BBC apologised to Bucking- 
ham Palace after it reported 
wrongly, for a few seconds, 
that Queen Elizabeth, the 
Queen .Mother, had died. 
Late morning, a one-tine 
news flash appeared on the 
BBCs Ceefextext news ser- 
vice — written summaries of 
news events presented on 
screen — claiming that the 
94-year-old mother of the 
reigning queen Elizabeth II 
harf passed away. Bucking- 
ham Palace and Clarence 
House, the “Queen Mum’s ’ 
London home, were flooded 
with viewers’ calls and had to 
issue - a string of denials. An 
embarrassed BBC spokes- 
man said Friday that an inter- 
nal inquiry was already 
underway into how the pre- 
written text announcing the 
death of one of the most 

members of the royal 

dly had been broadcast. 
“One line from a rehearsal 
script was on screen for liter- 
ally a few seconds,” be said.. 
The queen mother, who has 
become increasingly frail in 
the last few years, recently 
sprained her foot and will 
miss Armistice Day cere- 
monies Sunday held to mark 
the end of world War I. 
However her spokesman said 
Friday she was now “very 
much better" and quite well. 
Last year, Australian televi- 
sion and radio stations re- 
ported her death after an 
employee of the Sky Televi- 
sion Broadcasting Group in 
London saw a prepared 
announcement of her death, 
and, thinking it was the real 
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Da Vinci 
manuscript sold 
for $30.8m 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Bill 
Gates, # founder and president 
of the Microsoft computer 
corporation, was the mystery 
buyer who paid S30.8 million 
for an illustrated manuscript 
by Leonardo Da Vinci, tne- 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer re- 
ported Saturday. A source at 
the firm that handles Mr. 
Gates' public relations. Wag- 
gener-Edstrom Company, 
confirmed that Mr. Gates 
had been the buyer of the 
72-page manuscript last own- 
ed by the late indistrialist 
Armand Hammer. The 
source, who spoke anony- 
.mously, said only, “Leonar- 
do represents the fusion of 
an and science... I think 
that’s why he is of such in- 
terest to Bill Gates." He said 
the manuscript would be ex- 
hibited around the world. 
The document by the Re- 
naissance artist and inventor 
was auctioned off Friday in 
New York by Christie’s 
America, which refused to 
identify the new owner whose 
bid had come by telephone. 
. Mr. Gates' bid was the high- 
est price ever paid at auction 
for a manuscript or book. 
The manuscript dates from 
1506 to 1510 and was hand- 
written by Da Vanri in his 
“mirror’’ writing. 

Japan’s great 
Buddha defaced 
in graffiti attack 


TOKYO (R) — Vandals 
painted red ribs and nipples 
on the great Buddha of 
Kamakura, a popular, tourist 
site and one of Japan's desig- 
nated national treasures, 
police said Saturday. The un- 
precedented graffiti attack on 
the 11.4 metre-high (34 ft) 
statue was discovered early 
Friday morning by a priest 
from the Kotokuin Temple at 
Kamakura. 30 kilometres 
southwest of Tokyo, police 
said. The great Buddha, a 
seated image of the Buddha 
Amitabha built in 1252. also 

had its fingernails painted 
red. 


Oregon measure 
on suicide passes 
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